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Frits G oedgedrag at the G overnor's Palace Tuesday afternoon. Visible in the background at left is Richard 
G ibson, who was sworn in as Minister of Constitutional and Interior Affairs, with next to him PrimeM inister 
M irna L ouisa-G odett. Photo courtesy Vigilante newspaper. 


We believe in sharing, spirit 
of cooperation, says Marlin 


PH ILIPSBU RG — National Alii- Democratic Party (DP) of "aban- National Alliance never stated 
ance "relinquished" the portfolio doning" and treating former that G E BE was a "sine qua non" 
of GEBE and Deputy M inister Deputy M inister Plenipotentiary in the negotiations, stated M arlin 
Plenipotentiary to St. Eustatius Henri Brookson as a "piece of at a press conference Tuesday 
duringthenegotiationstojointhe furniture." Continued on page 4 

federal coalition, because it be- 

Cost-U-Less gets 6-month 
°n^r rw “ n permit to import US beef 

H e accused the St. M aarten ■ ■ 


IN BRIEF 


Philipsburg - 

PROPOSAL 

APPROVED 

Finance Minister Ersilia de Lannooy 
has approved a proposal made by St. 
Maarten Medical Center (SMMC)to 
postpone payment of its NAf. 3.9 
million debt to the Federal Receiver's 
Officefor a two-year period. Page 3. 

Philipsburg - 

LAWYER 

REBUKED 

Lawyers in St. M aarten are reported 
to be astonished about the ruling of 
theCouncil of Supervision of thejoint 
Court of Justice of the Netherlands 
Antilles and Aruba concerning a case 
brought to its attention about one of 
their colleagues. Page 4 . 

Marigot - 

NINE GASES FOUND 
IN SANDY GROUND 

The Sandy Ground Kindergarten and 
Elementary Schools have been closed 
indefinitely pending the outcome of 
analyses to determine whether nine 
gases found in the vicinity of the 
schools are toxic. Page 3. 


PH ILIPSBU RG —The Federal 
D epartmentof H ealth hasgranted 
Cost-U-Less a six-month permit 
to import beef from the U nited 
States (U S) under certain condi¬ 
tions. 

Thepermitwasgrantedlastweek 
and Cost-U-Less is required to 
seek permission from the federal 
health authorities before each im¬ 


port, Managing Director Eric 
Vogtlander said. 

Vogtlander explained that Cost- 
U-Less was required to submit 
documents to heath authorities 
before each importto getthegreen 
lightforeachshipment.Thedocu- 
ments should prove that the ship¬ 
ment isfree of BSE, also known as 
mad cow disease. On Tuesday 
Cost-U-Less brought in its first 
shipmentofU S beef since permis- 

Continued on page 4 


- Student wants circulation stopped - 


PH ILIPSBU RG —Nude, partly 
nude and lewd photographs pur¬ 
portedly featuring at least three 
high school girls were reportedly 
the mai n tal ki ng poi nt i n several of 
the island's schools over the last 
two days and aretakingtheisland 
by storm. 

The photographs, reportedly 
taken bya malefriend of thegirls, 


are being widelycirculated prima¬ 
rily via an e-mail entitled "St. 
M aarten G iris Gone Wild." One 
report yesterday said copiesof the 
photographs had been put on dis¬ 
play in the washrooms at one of 
the schools. 

Several parents and members of 

Continued on page 3 



A policeman leadsa Chinese man out of a restaurantin Sucker Garden 
Tuesday afternoon. In total 11 persons were arrested yesterday, including 
a suspected smuggler of people. Photo byjohn Halley. 


Suspected people-smuggler, 
11 illegal Chinese arrested 


PH ILIPSBU RG-Policearrested 
eleven personsof Chinesenation- 
ality, including a businessman ac¬ 
cused of smuggling human beings, 
on T uesday. 

Immigration, aided by St. 
Maarten Voluntary Corps VKS 
officers, set out for several Chi¬ 
nese restaurants and supermar- 
ketsonSuckerGardenRoadT ues¬ 
day afternoon. M ore than five lo¬ 


cations were visited. 

At some locations one, two or 
three personswerearrested, while 
at others the raid yielded nothing. 
At the end of the day, the tally 
stood at 11 persons. They are all 
locked up at the police station. 

Continued on page 3 
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WEATHER 

Today: Partly cloudy, with a chance of isolated showers. 

Winds: E asterly, 10 to 15 miles per hour, with higher gusts. 

Sea conditions: M oderate to choppy. 

Wind force: 2 to 4, occasionally 5. 

Waves: 2 to 5 feet. 

Swells: North-Northeasterly to Northwest, 2 to 5 feet. 

Barometric pressure: Above normal. 

Barometric tendency: N o significant change. 

Forecast high: 29°C 84°F 
Forecast low: 23°C 73°F 

SYNOPSIS: A weak Atlantic high pressure is resulting in a 
generallyfair weather pattern across the local islands. H owever, 
occasional patches of moisture and clouds will continue to move 
across the local region from time to time, resulting in intervals of 
doudinessandafew showers. Otherwise, strong high pressure will 
build across the region from the N ortheast through Saturday to 
produce a fresh trade wind flow and building seas. 

HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK: None. 

SPECIAL FEATURES: None. 

Outlook until Thursday midday: Intervals of clouds and a few 
showers. 

Rainfall probability: 30 per cent or less. 

Rainfall potential: 1 to 2 mm, locally more. 

Sunrise: 6:44am; Sunset: 6:08pm. 



SMART PLAY SXM DAI LY N U M BE RS CURASAO 

Winning Numbers Robbies Lottery 



Where's the beef? 

News that Cost-U-Less has received a permit to import US beef 
again under certain conditions is welcome for a number of reasons. 
The French side was still allowed to import certified U S beef, which 
not only rendered the absolute ban introduced in the Netherlands 
A ntilles ineffective for St. M aarten, but made it difficult for D utch 
side food stores to compete with those on the N orthern half of the 
island. 

While there was obviously still quality beef available on the Dutch 
side, for example from Argentina, it is also true that many of the 
Americans visiting the island are so used to U S beef that they will not 
settle for anything else. W hen they order for example a "N ew Y ork 
strip,"they have a very clear idea of what it should look and taste like. 
With all the recent publicity surrounding the bird flu, some people 
were getting scared to eat chicken aswell, even though local authori¬ 
ties have made clear no chicken from the A sian countries involved is 
imported here, so there is nothing to worry about. 

The fact that US beef can again be exported, albeit under strict 
conditions, will hopefully help take away some of the anxiety out 
there. St. M aarten is, after all, also known as the culinary capital of 
the Caribbean and famous for its restaurants on both sides of the 
island. If visitors are worried about eating while here, it takes away 
a considerable part of their vacation fun. 

Cost-U -Less was the first one to receive permission again to import 
U S beef, but others are sure to follow. The situation should normal¬ 
ize before too long anyway, since no new casesof "mad cow disease" 
have been reported in N orth A merica. 

So, to answer our question above, "where's the beef?": It’s in St. 
M aarten, on both sides of the island again. 



Vessel Place Arrival Departure Agent 

Norwegan Sky Pier 8:00 17:30 S.E.L. Maduro&Sons 



POLICE STATION 

Philipsburg tel. 542-2222 

HOT LINE 108 
EMERGENCY 111 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Tel. 542-6001 or 120 

HOSPITAL 

Medical Center, Cay Hill 
24-hour Emergency Service 
tel. 543-1111 
AMBULANCE 
Philipsburg tel. 542-2111 
Red Cross Building: 545-5263 
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES 
For medical emergencies the doctors 
on call can be reached outside clinic 
hours.PatientsofDr.Bouman, Dr. Bryson, 
Dr. Bus, Dr. Hermanides, Dr. Knol, Dr. 
Mercuur, Dr. Scheffers and Dr. Spencer, 
please call tel. 577010. Patients of Dr. 
Datema, Dr. Foeken, Dr. Herles, Dr. van 
Osch and Dr. Tjaden, please call tel. 
577007. Patients of Dr. van der Waag, 
pleasecall570444.PatientsofDr.Abadjeff, 
Dr. Dennaoui and Dr. Gumbs should 
contacttheirown doctor. 

ANIMAL AMBULANCE TEAM 
542-0600/5598887 CRIME 
STOPPERS ANYMOUS TIP LINE: 


543-TIPS(8477) 

TELEPHONE INFO 
Tel-em: 542-2211 
E. Caribbean Cellular: 542-4100 
Weather Info: 123 
ST. MAARTEN TOURISTOFFICE 
W.G. Buncamper road, Vineyard 
Building, tel. 542-2337, fox. 542-2734 
ST MAARTEN ZOO 
Madame Estate: tel. 543-2030 
Open daily 10 am - 6 pm. 
October-March 9 am - 5 pm. 
Admission residents: Adults: $5, kids 
$3. Non-residents: $10/$5. 

Cole Bay Community Council: meet¬ 
ing IstThursdayofmonthatSun Flower 
KinderGarten School, Union Rd. Cole 
Bayat7:30pm 
SERVICE CLUBS 

ROTARY meeting at Divi Little Bay 
Beach Resort, every Wednesday at 
noon. Rotary M id Isle meets every Tues- 
day 6-8pm, The Dali S urf& Turf Restau¬ 
rant Maho Plaza,2nd level. 

LIONS meeting atthe Upper Princess 
Quarter Community Centre Lions Den 
in Sucker Garden every 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 8 p.m. 

ST.MAARTEN LEO CLUB meeting at 
J ubilee Library 1st 3rd Friday every 


Agenda St. Maarten I 


KIWANIS meets at Wifol Building on 
Thursday each month at 7.30pm. 
Kiwanis Key Club of the St Maarten 
Academy meeting at the St Maarten 
Academy every Friday at 1.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd Mon¬ 
day 7:00pm Holland House 
J AYCEES meeting at the WIFOL Build¬ 
ing every last Thursday of the month 8 
p.m. 

STMARTIN MUSEUM 

Frontstreet7, Philipsburg, tel 542-4917 
Opening hours from March 1st 
Monday-Friday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. -12 noon 
Sundays: closed. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 6-7pm, Red Cross Building, 
Airport Road. Saturday and Sunday at 
Mullet Bay beach next to restaurant 
8.30-9:30am. Tel. 5571271 (day) 544- 
3203 (evening) 

AIDS COORDINATOR Shannavan Eer 
tel 5422079 Health Department e-mail: 
healthaf@ sintmaarten.net 
NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN 

Great Bay Marina, Office Unit #3 P0B 863, 
Philipsburg. Tel. 542-0267, Fax. 542-0268.Email: 
naturesxm@megatropic.com 
PHILIPSBURG JUBILEE LIBRARY 
Ch.E.W.Vogestr. 12, Tel. 542-2970. 

Open: Mo:46.30,Tu:9-12.30/49,We/Fii:9-12.30/46.30, 


Th:4-9,Sa:10-l. 

WOMENS DESK, Frontstreet 141 (oppositeTel- 
Cel). Monday-Friday9am-5pm.Tel: 542-7940, Fax: 
542-7941. 

E-mail: womensdesk@sintmaarten.net 
SAFE HAVEN, providing shelter and supportto 
victims of family violence. P0B 636; Tel: 333. 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, E.C. Richardson street 
114); Tel. 542-1000/542-1008; Fax: 542-1001 
FRENCH HONORARY CONSUL, POBox 
803, Philipsburg. Tel: (00590) 879989. Fax: 
(00590) 879625. E-mail: 
Stanislas.GRAIRE@wanadoo.fr 
LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Clinic, open every 
Saturday 9:00am -12.00 noon. Free advise on 
personal legal issues. Administration Building, 
tel. 5422337 

Coastguard NA&A (24hrs) 113 
THE ST. MAARTEN RED CROSS, (24hrs), 
#34 Airport Road Simpson Bay, Tel. 54-55263/ 
52304, Fax. 54-52333. 

Email: redcross@sintmaarten.net 
SALVATION ARMY Union Rd 59 Cole Bay 
POBox5184 Tel/fax:5445424 cell:5477353 Sun 
9:00am, Tue 7:00pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thu 
7:00pm, Sat 4:00pm 

ST.MAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds their general 
monthly meetings every third Monday at the 
Deb Hotel at 7:00 pm. 

DIABETES INFORMATION CENTER, A.Th. 
Illidge Road (behind Desktop/Napa building) 
Free blood-glucose testing every Thursday 
from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

USO St M aarten/St Martin (USAmilitairy),contact 


St. Martin 

JanetLambert5577616o r00590 590294406. 

S KALC LU B ST. MAARTEN/ST. MARTIN meetslst 
Tuesday of the month. For location call: 5424432 
(J ennifer). 



POLICE MUNICIPALE 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.04 

GENDARMERIE 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.10 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.08 

AMBULANCE 

Office tel. (00590) 590 87.74.14 
Home tel. (00590) 590 87.72.00 
HOSPITAL tel. (00590) 590 87.87.67 
DISPENSAIRE Marigot 
8 a.m. - 3p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.50.93 
DISPENSAIRE Orleans 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.37.21 
C.R.O.S.S. (Center, Research, Organi¬ 
zation, Rescue, Security) is on stand by 
24 hours at 0596 709292. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

ROTARY meeting at Flamboyant Ho¬ 
tel, Baie Nettle every Thursday at8 p.m. 
LIONS First and third Tuesday at 
Nadaillac, Marigot at 7.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS: See St Maarten. 

MUSEUM ST. MARTIN 
Facing the grand parking at Marina 
Royale- M arigot O pen from 9am-lpm/ 
3pm- 7 pm, tel. (00590) 590 29.22.84. 
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Gases force closure of 
Sandy Ground schools 


MARIGOT-The Sandy 
G round K indergarten and 
Elementary Schools have 
been closed indefinitely 
pending the outcome of 
analyses to determine 
whether nine gases found 
inthevicinityoftheschools 
are toxic. 

T he presence of the gases 
was discovered during tests 
conducted by representa¬ 
tives of the state's health 
department DDASS. 

Information about the 
findingswasgiven during a 
meeting involving M unici- 


Lewd photos 


the public are incensed 
about the circulation of the 
pornographic material, but 
although one "concerned 
parent" has written the me¬ 
dia condemning this devel¬ 
opment (T uesday's issue of 
The Daily Herald), no for¬ 
mal reports have been filed 
with the police to date. 

M eanwhile, one 17-year- 
old student who says nude 
photosof her were also taken 
by the same person who is 
believed to have taken the 
photographs of the other 
girls now being circulated 
told T he D aily H eraldT ues- 
day she wants action taken 
against the photographer 
before her pictures are also 
placed on the Internet. 

The girl, who wanted to 
remain anonymous, alleged 
that last year she had been 
dating the photographer in 
question. 

"H e talked me into it. H eis 
a really nice guy. He goes to 
church and he wasn't like 
other guys. I trusted him," 
she said. 

The girl admitted that she 
had given consent to the 
photographer to take the 


People smuggler 


Continued from pagel. 

At one of the locations, a 
man was arrested whom po¬ 
lice suspectof being involved 
in smuggling human beings, 
particularly from China, 
stated police spokesman I n- 
spector Johan "J anchi" 
Leonard. The suspect isthe 
owner of a restaurant. Au¬ 
thorities didn't want to give 
more details, because the 
investigation isstill ongoing. 

Controls at Chinese super- 
marketsand restaurantswill 
continue in the next days to 
look for some of the illegal 
persons whom the business¬ 
man is thought to have 
brought in, said Leonard. 


pal and education depart¬ 
ment representatives, and 
members of the Parents 
Teachers Association 
(PTA) of both schools 
T uesday. 

DDASS conducted the 
testsafterteachersand stu- 
dentscomplained last week 
about an unpleasant odor 
of gas that caused itching 
and "running eyes." 

There had been several 
complaints in recent 
months resulting in school 
closures because of the 
sameproblem,butnothor- 

| Continued from page 1. 

pictures. "We had a good 
time. When you love some¬ 
one, you do anythingforthat 
person." 

But, she added: "I never 
agreed for him to put them 
on the Internet." 

She is concerned that she 
could be the next victim 
whose nude photos would 
be circulated via the 
I nternet. 

"Somebody should put a 
stop to this," she pleaded. 
Shesaid shehad onlylearnt 
there were other girls when 
she heard about the "St. 
MaartenGirlsGoneWild," 
e-mail that is being circu¬ 
lated. 

She said she hadn't filed a 
complaint with authorities 
because she was afraid, es¬ 
pecially because her family 
didn't know. "I'm not afraid 
for me, I'm afraid for my 
family." 

Asked about teaming up 
with the other girls whose 
photoshave appeared on the 
I nternetto presscharges, she 
said: "Thegirlsarenotstrong 
enough. W e are at a vulner¬ 
able stage." 

She also claimed that one 
of the girlswas suicidal. 


ough test had been done 
before last week. 

H ealth officials said they 
would need more time to 
make a complete survey of 
the entire Sandy G round 
region to determine 
whether the problem was 
more extensive than they 
thought. I n the meantime, 
they have recommended 
that both schools remain 
closed until the problem is 
fully analyzed. 

PTA vice president 
V ivian Peterson has cal led 
for a thorough investiga¬ 
tion into the matter and 
has accused the M ayor, 
D D A SS and the E ducati on 
inspector of dragging their 
feet on the problem and 
not ordering a more in- 
depth test before. 

Peterson said the gases 
around the school might 
be coming from a nearby 
sewage tankandmightalso 
have been responsible for 
the death of four workers 
in 1984. 

PTA member J ulian 
Richardson joined 
Peterson in calling for a 
thorough analysis of the 
situation to ensure thatthe 
livesof SandyG round resi¬ 
dents are not endangered 
because of toxic gas. "We 
have to make sure that we 
have not been contami¬ 
nated and there are no af¬ 
ter effects," one Sandy 
G round resident said. 

Peterson said the M ayor 
had suggested thatstudents 
of the Sandy Ground 
schoolsalternate with Nina 
Duverly School. Parents 
will be informed on Friday 
andthePTA will be asking 
them to sign a petition to 
presenttotheD DA SS call¬ 
ing for more tests to be 
carried out to make Sandy 
G round safe. 


Islands 


Agreement with Central Govt 
gives hospital breathing room 


PH ILIPSBU RG —Finance 
M inister E rsiliadeLannooy 
has approved a proposal 
made by St. M aarten M edi- 
cal Center (SMMC) to post¬ 
pone payment of its NAf. 
3.9 million debt to the F ed- 
eral R eceiver's Office for a 
two-year period, allowing 
the hospital to make the 
necessary investments and 
restructuring needed for 
sustainability. 

Chairman of the board 
Emil Lee cautioned that 
while the agreement would 
give the hospital "breathing 
room" to reorganise inter¬ 
nally and address structural 
issues, several other issues 
needed to be addressed, in¬ 
cluding structural solutions 
for uninsured patients, a 
change in the status of the 
institution from peripheral 
to central hospital and mak¬ 
ing cooperative agreements 
with other medical service 
providers on both sides of 
the island. 

General Director Dr. 
G eorge Scot said the agree¬ 
ment with the Federal 
Receiver's Office was just 


one of several hurdles the 
hospital had to cross. H e al¬ 
luded toSM M C's outstand¬ 
ing debt to creditors as an¬ 
other hurdle, adding thatthis 
should be finalised in the 
not too distant future. 

Leader of Government 
Sarah Wescott-Williams, 
who was also present at 
T uesday'spressconference, 
said she was happy that an 
agreement had been 
reached between the parti es. 
She reminded that the Ex- 
ecutiveCouncil had decided 
last year to write off part of 
SM M C's debt to the Island 
Government and approved 
an increase in its tariffs, 
among other issues. 

"Thehospital isstill notyet 
out of the woods. Several 
other matters need to be 
taken care of," shesaid. She 
announced that Windward 
Roads and Liccom N.V. 
were among several con¬ 
struction companies assist¬ 
ing the institution to refur¬ 
bish its operating theatre, 
the preliminary work of 
which is likely to start next 
week. 


The medical center will be 
required to honour its cur¬ 
rent payment obligations to 
the Central Government 
during the two years. The 
agreement also addresses 
the medical treatment of 
prisoners, an evaluation af¬ 
ter two years to determine 
SMMC's "payment poten¬ 
tial" andthehospital'sprop- 
ertyowningfoundation PO F 
standing guarantee for the 
outstanding amounts. 
Leecommendedthe eff o rts 
of the E xecuti ve C ou nci I, L t. 
Governor Franklyn 
Richards and other stake- 
holdersfortheir instrumen¬ 
tal support in assisting the 
institution to reach the 
agreement. 

"We are cautiously opti¬ 
mistic..., but it looks as if 
there is light at the end of 
thetunnel," Lee told report- 
ersT uesday. “T here are sti 11 
somedetailsthat need to be 
resolved, but we believe 
these issues can be resolved 
before (its court date on) 
February 17." 



Sarah Wescott-Williams, and SMMC G enera! Director Dr. G eorgeScot, Financial Director 
C ornelis van Spronsen, board Secretary E veline H enriquez-D ijkhoffz and board Chairman 
E mil L ee. 









Islands 



Copies of the Red Cross Rehabilitation Reports for Hurricane Georges and Hurricane 
L ennywere recently presented to L t. Governor Franklyn Richards (third right) by regional 
director of the Windward Islands RedCross D istrict Bobby Velasquez (third left). A Iso in 
photo (leftto right) areprojectcoordinatorW.I. RedC ross Marjon van derSteen; manager 
operation and support (N etherlands RedC ross) Sjoerd T olsma, D eputy D i rector (N ether- 
lands RedC ross) M arc H ofstra; and A dvisor (N etherlands RedC ross, C uragao Section) 
YdzerZ. Krauss. (GIS photo) 

Lawyer dupes client, 
admonished by court 

- C olleagues dismayed by leniency - 


PH I LI PSBU R G — Lawyers 
i n St. M aarten are reported to 
be astonished about the rul¬ 
ing of the Council of Supervi¬ 
sion of thej ointCourt ofj us- 
tice of the Netherlands 
Antilles and Aruba concern¬ 
ing a case brought to its atten¬ 
tion about one of their col¬ 
leagues. 

Lawyer J .v.d.R., who re¬ 
cently established his own 
lawyer's office together with 
E. van D. in St. M aarten, al¬ 
legedly falsified court docu¬ 
ments to deceive his own cli¬ 
ent. 

Someone reportedly in¬ 
structed] .v.d.R. and paid him 
to handle a civil case, which 
was never done at all. The 
I awyer repo rted I y co nstru cted 
a file in such a way that his 
client had the impression that 
his case had been taken care 
of after some months. 

The truth was, however, that 
no judge had seen the file, as 
in reality it did not exist. The 
judgment came from a differ¬ 


ent case, and J .v.d.R. appar- 
entlycopied paragraphsfrom 
this ruling. He subsequently 
inserted these into the sup¬ 
posed ruling for his client to 
make it appear to his client 
that the latter had won the 
case. All other court docu¬ 
ments were forged as well, 
this newspaper learned. 

T he lawyer's act caused great 
consternation among many of 
his colleagues, but the ruling 
oftheCouncil of Supervision 
in the case seems to have 
caused even more dismay 
among them and the St. 


Beef imports 


sion was granted. 

Cost-U -Less normally im¬ 
ports beef o n a weekl y basi s, 
butV ogtlandersaid because 
of the conditions under 
which it is required to im¬ 
port, it cannot guarantee 
weekly shipment. "We got 
the permission to import 
because we could prove that 


Maarten community as a 
whole. 

The fact that J .v.d.R. was 
only given an admonition by 
the Council of Supervision, 
whereas the other lawyers in 
St. M aarten had expected that 
he would at least be suspended 
for a long period of time or 
even disbarred, has left a very 
strange impression. 

They are of the opinion that 
giving an admonition in a case 
likethisislikegiving approval 
for the reprehensible act that 
was committed. 


| C ontinued from page 1 

the beef we import does not 
have BSE," he said. 

He said Cost-U-Less had 
made use of provisions in 
the law for importers to im¬ 
port products from a pro¬ 
vider if it is approved by the 
Unites States Department 
of Health. In an earlier in¬ 
terview, he had assured that 
Cost-U-Less normally im¬ 
ported beef from a company 
in Colorado whose meatwas 
approved by the U S H ealth 
Department, was of good 
qualityand wasnot affected 
by the mad cow disease. 

Cost-U -Lesssellsprimarily 
USproductsandVogtlander 
said it wanted to continueto 
provide its clients with to 
which products they were 
accustomed. The Nether¬ 
lands A ntilles recently im¬ 
posed a ban restricting the 
import of beef and beef 
productsfromtheU Sdueto 
the detection of mad cow 
disease there. 
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Marlin 


evening after hisarrival from 
C uragao, where a few hours 
earlier "his" Minister of 
Constitutional and Interior 
A ffai rs R i chard G i bson and 
State Secretary of J ustice 
E dgar Lynch had been sworn 
in. 

"There was never a fight, a 
stand-off between my per¬ 
son and Mr. Woodley 
(Leaderof D P-Statia, ed.),” 
said M arlin, explaining that 
there had been a meeting 
with W oodleyand StateSec- 
retary E rnie Simmons, who 
hasGEBE in his portfolio. 

"We discussed it exten¬ 
sively and I am happy to re¬ 
port that the transfer of 
G E B E to St. M aarten, Saba 
and St. Eustatius could be 
realized in this governing 
period. I have absolutely no 
problem with St. Eustatius 
having GE BE," he stated. 

According to M arlin, 
"there is nothing wrong" 
with St. Eustatius having 
GEBE, because after all 
"they took responsibility" 
after St. M aarten's D emo- 
cratic Party (DP) "aban¬ 
doned" Winair and GEBE. 
H e accused D P of "throw- 
ingtheproverbial babyaway 
with the bath water" and of 
"abandoningababyinadark 
parking lot" when they 
stepped outofthecoalition, 
leaving "important issues 
totallyunattended." Besides 
Winair and GEBE, he men¬ 
tioned St. M aarten M edical 
Center (SM M C), the ADC 
laboratory and SV B. 

To the DP, which he said 
would "gladly" accuse him 
of "giving up" positions, 
M arlin said: "Y ou can't give 
away something you don't 
have. We went in with one 
seat, with nothing." 
Relinquishingthe position 
of Deputy M inister Pleni¬ 
potentiary, formerlyheld by 
the D P, to D P-Statia would 
enable the people of St. 
E ustatiusto "proudly,forthe 
first time" appoint a person 
to that position in The 
Hague,said Marlin. 

"I havetoldthistoCuragao 
as well, if you want to hold 
on to power, you must be 
able to share. W e believe in 
the spirit of cooperation," 
he said. 

M arlin said one of the rea¬ 
sons for relinquishing the 
Deputy M inister Plenipo¬ 
tentiary post was to prevent 
"crisscross" plans of St. 
M aarten establishingitsown 
"St. Maarten House" in 
Holland. He criticized the 
DP for "begging" the Cen¬ 
tral G overnment to rent of¬ 
fice space for Brookson at 
"Antillean House" as St. 
M aarten's representative in 
H olland. 

"If we really want to show 


The H ague that we want to 
have our own representa¬ 
tion, we should be bold and 
brave enough to establish a 
St. M aarten H ouse, instead 
of crawling to the Central 
G overnment, begging them 
for a favour. If the DP was 
honest and sincere in get¬ 
ting St. Maarten ready to 
step out, we say, no matter 
how small, to rentyourown 
space and putin bigand bold 
letters'St. M aarten H ouse,'" 
said M arlin. 

Putting Brookson in a 
"small office in the back" of 
the Antillean House is "in¬ 
sulting and degradingtothe 
people of St. M aarten," he 
stated. H esaid D P wastreat- 
ing Brookson as "a piece of 
furniture" and National AI- 
liancewouldn'tsupportthat. 

M arlin announced that he 
had received the draft gov- 
erni ng programme. N ational 
A lliance and the other new 
coalition partner, DP- 
Bonaire, have a week to 


C ontinued from page 1. 

make suggestions. "I t is like 
a moving train with some 
passengers that got on and 
some that got off," he said. 
"Wehavetwoyearsleftand 
if we try to stall the process 
again, by bickering and fight¬ 
ing, we may be arguing until 
theterm has ended and noth- 
ing has been realized for St. 
M aarten. St. M aarten i s back 
with representation in the 
Central Government. We 
are playerson ateam and we 
will get things done for St. 
M aarten," he stated. 

Focus will "very much" be 
on constitutional change, 
aimed atastatusoutsidethe 
Netherlands Antilles. He 
said he was confident that 
would be realized with "two 
good, hardworking people," 
meaningG ibson and Lynch. 
H e announced that a wel¬ 
come home reception would 
be organized for them this 
Sunday.The time and place 
of that event will be an¬ 
nounced later. 


Six months conditional 
for sex with a minor 


PH ILIPSBU RG-The 
Court sentenced a 28- 
year-old man on Tuesday 
to a conditional jail pen¬ 
alty of six months with two 
years' probation for sex 
with a minor. 

Prosecutor Paul M ooij, 
who had asked for a six 
months unconditional 
penalty plus 12 months 
conditional with two years' 
probation, may consider 
appealing the sentence 
handed down by J udge 
Frank Wieland for 
Curagaolenean J oseph 
Fernando Priest. 
Thejudge'sreasoningfor 
the lenient penalty was 
that the girl had only six 
monthsto go before reach¬ 
ing the age of 15, when 
consensual sex is legally 
allowed. 

Healsosaiditwasamat- 
ter of awareness. "She was 
a pretty clever HAVO 3 
student, knowing well 
what she was doing. It's 
good that there is a law, 
but protection of minors 
starts at home. There 
should be some awareness 
here as well." 
Priestdenied thatthegirl 
had told him she was 13 
when they first had sex, as 
she had apparently told 
the investigating authori¬ 
ties. According to the po¬ 
lice report, the girl had 
also told them thatsheand 
Priest had consensual sex 
threeorfourtimesand he 
had always worn a 


condom. 

"I understood from her 
behaviour that she was 15 
orl6andshetoldmethat 
she was 17," Priest told 
the Court yesterday. 

According to M ooij, it 
was not the girl, but her 
father who filed a com¬ 
plaint with the police that 
Priest had had sex several 
times with his daughter. 

M ooij said he had in par¬ 
ticular taken into consid¬ 
eration the age difference 
between Priest and the 
girl. "When they had sex, 
he was almost twice her 
age and should have 
known better," M ooij said. 

"It is very important that 
thelaw protect young girls. 
Pregnancies can disrupt 
theiryoung lives. We have 
to send out a signal to the 
community that this can¬ 
not be allowed. 0 kay, you 
took precautions, but it is 
still shameful, seeing the 
difference of age," hetold 
Priest. 

Defence lawyer Jairo 
Bloem said his client had 
tried to speak to the girl's 
fatherto apologize, but he 
had refused any contact. 
He also said hisclient had 
been held at the police sta¬ 
tion 36 days, twice as long 
as legally allowed, and six 
more months in prison 
would seriously affect his 
client'slife. "M yclientand 
the girl don't see each 
other anymore," Bloem 
said. 
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C ommissioner responsible for A irport Affairs Sarah Wescott-Williams (at far end of table) 
attended a meeting of the Supervisory Board of Directors of the H olding and Operations 
C ompaniesofPrincessJ uliana I nternationalA irport (PJI A) lastFridayatwhich a widerange 
of issues, including the airport expansion project, were discussed. (GIS photo) 

Fleming gets 16 months for 
illegal gun, fencing vehicle 


PHILIPSBU RG — St. 
M aartenerCharlesEdmond 
Fleming (28) was sentenced 
on Tuesday to an uncondi¬ 
tional jail penalty of sixteen 
months. Judge Frank 
WielandintheCourtof First 
Instance found Fleming 
guilty of having carried 
around a gun without a per- 
mitandof intentional lyfenc- 
inga car. 

F leming apparently had an 
accident with a car that an 
attentive i nsu ranee agent rec- 
ognized as being a stolen 
rental. When police came to 
Fleming's home to investi¬ 
gate the matter they saw a 
second rental car that had 
also been stolen, for which 
he was not indicted. FI ow- 
ever, the prosecutor took it 
i nto account, especi al ly asthe 
suspect's criminal record 
showed that he had been sen¬ 
tenced previously for fenc¬ 
ing a stolen car. 

Prosecutor Paul M ooij de¬ 
manded 12 months for the 
illegal possession of a gun 
and eight months for the 
fencing of the car, but he 
granted a reduction of four 
monthsbecause Fleming had 
been held in policecelIsmuch 
longer than legally allowed. 
Defense I awyerj airoBloem 
p I ea d ed f o r a I ess severe p u n - 
ishmentfor hisclient, saying 
his client had received the 
keys of the car and therefore 
could not have known that it 
had been stolen, although his 
client had admitted he had 
borrowed it from a well- 
known car thief "Carlos." 

Bloem further considered 
the prosecutor's one-year 
demand for the gun too se¬ 


vere. 

Bloem said his client had 
been driving the car that ap¬ 
peared to have been stolen 
on and off without realizing 
that it had been stolen, and 
one of these times had been 
at the funeral of his mur¬ 
dered friend "M oondoggie" 
on November 21, 2002. 

Fleming told the Court he 
had carried the gun because 


he felt seriously threatened. 
FI owever, Prosecutor M ooij 
said carrying a gun was a se¬ 
rious offence, in particular 
considering the rising num¬ 
ber of deathson the island as 
a result of shootings. 

The judge agreed with the 
prosecutor's point of view 
and sentenced Fleming in 
accordance with thedemand 
of 16 months. 


June target for beach 
promenade phase two 


PHILIPSBURG —Thetarget 
date for the start of the sec¬ 
ond phase of the Great Bay 
beach promenade from Cap¬ 
tain FI odge Wharf to SeaView 
Hotel is June, Economic Af¬ 
fairs and Tourism Commis¬ 
sioner Theo Heyliger stated 
on the L loyd R ichardson show 
last Sunday. 

The second phase should 
takeaboutthreemonthsto be 
completed. 

AI o n g wi th th e p roj ect's sec¬ 
ond phase of laying 200 to 300 
metres of the promenade, 
beach replenishing work will 
be carried out in that area. 
The entire Great Bay beach 
was replenished about seven 
years ago. 

Continued replenishing is 
necessary to maintain the 
beach, which is a vital part of 
the economic activities car¬ 


ried out in Philipsburg, 
H eyliger said. This aspect of 
the project should not be as 
expensive as it was in the past. 

Commenting on the reason 
for stopping the promenade 
at Sea View Hotel, he said 
there were mostly residential 
properties beyond the hotel 
and discussions had to take 
place with those families to 
establish how economically 
viable itwould be to continue 
further. Eventually, the prom¬ 
enade will reach as far as Sea 
Palace. 

The commissioner is confi¬ 
dent that with the continua¬ 
tion of the promenade, the 
area beyond Captain Hodge 
W harf would become as bus¬ 
tling with business and activ¬ 
ity as the first phase from 
Bobby's M arina to the wharf. 


Judge sticks to travel 
ban for drug mules 


PHILIPSBURG — The 
Prosecutor surprised the 
judge in the Court of First 
I nstance on Tuesday morn¬ 
ing when he asked for a five- 
month jail penalty in addi¬ 
tion to another five months 
suspended and a two-year 
probation for a drug mule, 
instead of asking for a travel 
restriction and withholding 
of the passport for one year. 

Asthe latter had been the 
prosecutor's policy two 
weeks ago, J udge F rank 
Wieland rejected the de¬ 
mand for a jail penalty. In¬ 
stead, he handed down a 
travel prohibition of oneyear 
and confiscation of thepass- 
port for the same period for 
I del i ne Jacqueline 
Dorothea. 

The relatively new rule 
means that after Dorothea 
has been sent back to 
Curasao she is not allowed 
to leave that island for 12 
months, while her passport 
will be kept at the 
prosecutor's office for the 
same period. 

The 19-year-old 
Curagaolenean drug mule 
was nabbed at Princess 
J uliana International Air¬ 
port with two packets of co¬ 
caine containing 420 grams 
each. 

She said in court that she 
had been offered U S $1,000 
for taking 800 grams of co¬ 
caine on the plane to St. 
M aarten. "They told me it 
would be very easy,"shesaid. 

When J udge Wieland re¬ 
marked that if it would in¬ 
deed have been so easy, why 
hadthedrugbossesnottrans- 
ported the stuff themselves, 
Dorothea said she had first 
made a test flight with the 
woman who asked her to 
transport the cocaine and 
nothing had been asked then. 

In the afternoon, prosecu¬ 
tor M ooij explained to The 
Daily Herald that pending 
the conclusion of a joint 


policy with judicial authori¬ 
ties in Curasao, it had been 
decided not to request the 
confiscation of thepassports 
of drug smugglers. 

M ooij added that the policy 
to legally regulate the con¬ 
fiscation of passports would 
hopefully be completed 
shortly. 

In addition to the hearing 
of one Curagaolenean drug 
mule in the morning, several 
A ntillean and non-A ntillean 
bo I i ta-swal I owers were h ea rd 
in the afternoon. 

Except in one case where 
thej udge'sverdict contained 
a travel restriction for what 
could be termed humanitar¬ 
ian reasons, he went along 
with the prosecutor's re¬ 
quests for jail penalties. 

Curagaolenean Ruddy 
Giovanni Francisco Inecia 
(26) was sentenced to five 
monthsand two monthscon- 
ditional with a two-year pro¬ 
bation for swallowing 35 
bolitas containing cocaine. 
W i I f red C esareo CI emensi a 
(39), also of Curagao, was 
accused of swallowing 420 
grams of cocai ne bol i tas and 
was given five months, of 
wh i ch th ree were suspend ed, 
with a two-year probation. 

F atherand son J amesL eroy 
Peterson (47) of Anguilla 
and James Alexander 
Peterson (25) of Curagao 


told the judge they were 
about to losetheirhomeand 
they were both unemployed. 
So, they said, they had been 
forced to try to smuggle the 
drugs to get money. They 
were caught with a total of 
930 grams of cocaine con¬ 
tained in bolitas. They re¬ 
ceived five-month sentences 
with two monthsconditional 
and two years' probation. 

Raily Alexander Hersilia 
(18) of Curagao received a 
12-month sentence, six 
monthsofwhich were condi¬ 
tional, and a two-year pro¬ 
bation alongwith theconfis- 
cation of US $88 and an air¬ 
line ticket, which he had in¬ 
tended to use to travel to 
H olland with 52 bolitas. 
Thejudge ordered thecon- 
fiscation of the passport be¬ 
longing to Urcheny Lucio 
V rutaal and gave him a 387- 
day sentence, of which 365 
were conditional. V rutaal is 
not to travel outside of 
C uragao for 12 months, dur¬ 
ing which time his passport 
will remain in the possession 
of the Prosecutor's Office. 

He told thejudge he had 
tried to smuggle the drugs 
because hischild was termi¬ 
nally ill and in need of an 
operation.V rutaal intended 
to leave for Curagao today, 
Wednesday. 
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AGENDA 


ST. EUSTATIUS 
Police Station 1S2333 
Emergency 111 
Hot Line 108 
Fire Department 120 
Hospital 182211/182371 
Landsradio 182210 
Post Office 182207 
St. Eustatius Historical 
Foundation Museum 182288 
Winair Office 182362 
Lions Club meets every 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday at the 
"Den" next to the Airport 
Drug Prevention Foundation 
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm 
at the Golden Era Hotel. 
CoastguardNA&A 113 
St.EustatiusNational parks: 
GallowsBay:3182884 

SABA 

PoliceStation 

The Bottom, tel. 4163237 
Emergency 111/112 
Hospital 

T he B ottom, tel. 4163288/4163289 

F ire D epartment Ai rport 

Flat Pointtel. 4162210 

SAT EL 

The Bottom, tel. 4163211 
WINAIR, Airport 
Flat Point, tel. 4162255/2713 
Taxi Service Airport 
Flat Point, tel. 160 
Administration Building 
The Bottom, tel. 4163311/ 
4163312/4163313 
Tourist Office 
Windwardside, tel. 4162231 
Harbour Office 
Fort Bay, tel. 4163294 
Saba Marine Park 
Fort Bay, tel. 4163295 
Nature& HikeGuide 
J amesj ohnson 
The Bottom, tel. 4163307 
Service Club 

Saba L i onsC I ubgeneral meeti ng 
every 1st and 3rd T uesday 8:00 
p.m. at Eugenius A. Johnson 
Center. 

CoastguardNA&A 113 
Red Cross 

G eneral meeti ng every last M on- 
day, 6 p.m, Eugenius A. Johnson 
Center. 

ANGUILLA 
EMERGENCY 
Police911 
Fire911 
Ambulance911 
PoliceStation 4972333 
Hospital 4972551 
Dental clinic 497 2343 
Radio Anguilla 497 2218 
Tourism Department4972759 
C ri mestoppers 0800 7777777 
AIRLINES 

A merican E agle497 3501 

Winair 497 2748 

Li at 497 5000 

Tyden Air 497 2719 

A i r A ngui Ila497 2643 

TransAnguilla497 8690 

COURIERSERVICE 

DHL 4973400 

F ederal E xpress497 2719 

U PS4972239 

SERVICECLUBS 

RotaryClubof Anguilla 

RoysRestaurant 6:00p.m.-8:00 

p.m.EveryThursday. 

S or optimist International 
DayCare Centre 
4.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday 
i n each month Tel: 497 3509 
LionsClub 

TheValleyPrimarySchool 
1st and 3rd T uesday at 8.00 p.m. 
Tel: 497 6259 

National Council of Women 

Arts and Craft Centre 
4.30 p.m. 1st M ondayin month. 

I nteractClub of Anguilla 
M eetseveryFridayat 3.15 p.m. 
at theA I bena L ake H odge C om- 
prehensive School 
AI cohol ic Anynomous meeti ngs 
every Sunday at 8:30 am and 
M ondayat 5:00 pm on Shoal Bay 
picnicarea. 



D irector rings alarm bell 


National Museum in 
dire financial straits 


Statia LtG overnor Hyden G ittens 


Lt. Governor Gittens 
expresses appreciation 


ST. EUSTATIUS-Lt. 
Governor Hyden Gittens 
expressed his appreciation 
to the public of Statia for the 
warm reception extended to 
himandfamilyonhisarrival 
to the island, in a radio 
programme on M onday. 

Gittens said hisfirst three 
weeks in office had been 
happy onesand things were 
going very well. H e said the 
cooperation within the Ex¬ 
ecutive Council had been 
good thus far. 

H e also said he had held 
several meetings with de¬ 
partment headsand had vis¬ 
ited many sites to get first¬ 
hand experienceof whatwas 
going on and to let people 
know the man he really is. 

"I nvolvement is the key," 
he said. 

Gittens aims to have more 
town hall meetings, the 
drawing of a master plan in 
the next three months and 
many other developments. 

He said he had been disap¬ 
pointed when the first Is¬ 
land Council meeting he 
called had to be adjourned 
dueto a lack of quorum. He 
saidthemeetingshouldhave 


taken place within seven 
days, according to the law, 
butoppositionleaderClyde 
van Putten would be off-is¬ 
land in connection with his 
wife being ill. The meeting 
has now been set for next 
Wednesday, starting at 
3:30pm. 

Gittens touched on the 
G overnor's R esidence, say- 
ingmuchworkstill had to be 
done before he and hisfam- 
ily would be able to move 
there. H e also said that his 
office will be open to the 
public by appointment on 
W ednesday afternoons. 


WILLEM STAD—The Na¬ 
tional Archaeological An¬ 
thropological M useum 
(NAAM ) is in dire financial 
straits and NAAM Director 
leteke Witteveen is ringing 
the alarm bell. 

She said that the M useum 
had not received any money 
from the Central Govern- 
mentfor2004sofar, nor had 
it received funding to com¬ 
plete its projects for 2003. 

Witteveen stated in a press 
rel ease that the I ack of fund¬ 
ing meant that the work for 
the country's cultural inher¬ 
itance, considered oneof the 
basic tasks of the Central 
Government, threatened to 
stagnate. 

"The Foundation NAAM 
cannot pay its staff of three, 
its debts nor the cost for the 
security guards who keep an 
eyeon the buildingsthat con¬ 
tain historical collections," 
Witteveen insisted. 

She added that the annual 
subsidyforNAAM had been 
reduced by 10 per cent in 
August last year, despite 
strong protestsfrom the N a- 
tional M useum management 
and staff. Thiscutback of the 
subsidy came after and on 
top of the reduced NAAM 
subsidiesfor previous years. 

"T he situation isin contrast 
with the spirit of the present 
Governing Programme 


PHILIPSBURG — The 
Windward Islands Civil Ser¬ 
vants U nion (WICSU) has 
asked Justice Minister Ben 
Komproe and Minister of 
Transport and Communica¬ 
tion Richard Salas to investi¬ 
gate irregularities at N ieuwe 
Post N.V. A WICSU mem¬ 
ber was dismissed from the 
Post Office because manage¬ 
ment believed she had vio- 


'Welensali' 2003-2006. This 
programme stated very 
clearly that the Foundation 
NAAM would be strength¬ 
ened asa national institution 
with specific tasks towards 
thecultural inheritance," said 
Witteveen. 

She pointed out that the 
cultural development of the 
country appeared to be an 
item for economizing, while 
everyone knows how impor¬ 
tant cultural development is 
to strengthen identity, to 
stimulate motivation, civil 
pride and a feeling of "em¬ 
powerment." 

F requent telephone cal Isto 
the Department of Educa¬ 
tion and Culture and to the 
D epartment of F i nance have 
not resulted in solving the 
direfinancial situation of the 
Foundation. 

"Even though NAAM has 
timely met all of its obliga¬ 


tions, such as the annual re¬ 
port, care contract, coopera¬ 
tion agreement and subsidy 
requests, the fact is that the 
coffers of the N ational M u- 
seum are empty," W itteveen 
stated in the release. 

NAAM has contributed to 
The Daily Herald's weekly 
Section B, Culture & Lei¬ 
sure on a regular basis 
through well-written articles 
and qualityphotoson a wide 
range of cultural issuesfrom 
all theislandsoftheNether- 
lands Antilles. 

The last article received 
from NAAM, "Christmas 
carolling tradition in St. 
E ustatius," wasprinted inthe 
Christmas Special on De¬ 
cember 24, 2003. The most 
recent article deals with the 
BigD rumor, in Papiamentu, 
Tambu Grandi and will be 
printed in one of the next 
editions of Section B. 


Dave has 25 years 
Government service 


Ministers asked to investigate 
irregularities at Nieuwe Post 


lated their trust and the union 
has also requested the inter¬ 
vention of Government me¬ 
diator and H ead of the Fed¬ 
eral Labour Office Kenneth 
Lopes in the matter. The let¬ 
ters were sent out M onday. 

WICSU had given Nieuwe 
PostmanagementuptoM on- 
dayto reinstate itsmember or 
put her back on the payroll 
until the outcome of investi¬ 
gations, and threatened that 
would be consequences if this 
was not done. The union re¬ 
ceived correspondence from 
management refusi ng to rei n- 
state the union member, 
WICSU Vice President WiII- 
iam Reed said. 

M anagement informed the 
union last week that the 
worker had been fi red because 
of "violation of our trust" and 
because management had "no 
confidence anymore in her 
ability to perform her job." 
The union member was one 
of two personsdismissedfrom 
the Post Office for allegedly 
being involved in irregulari¬ 
ties related to the disappear¬ 
ance of large sums of money 
from the Post Office. 


SABA —Dave Levenstone 
commemorated 25 years of 
governmentserviceonM on¬ 
day, sixteen for the Central 
Government and nine for 
the Island Government, he 
stated in a rel ease Tuesday. 

Levenstone said he had 
started off as H ead of the 
Federal Bureau of Culture 
in Saba and "it seems like 
yesterday that I started to 
work with government." 

H e said he had built up a 
vast amount of experience 
and knowledge in the ser¬ 
vice of government during 
the 25 years. 

"I have had a good govern¬ 
mental upbringing and I 
have been privileged tohave 
worked among many who 
are now on retirement," 
Levenstone stated. 

A mong other positionsthat 
he held in government ser¬ 
vice, he worked at the De¬ 
partment of Culture, the 
Insular Department of 
Labour in St. M aarten, De¬ 
partment of Public Worksin 
Saba, Police Force of the 
Netherlands Antilles and 
Postal Service of the Neth- 
erlands Antilles in Saba. 

H e was Parliamentary As¬ 
sistant to Senator Will 
Johnson, Executive Assis¬ 
tant to the Commissioners 
from 1995 to 1998, and from 
then until now has been 
Chief Protocol Officerofthe 
Island Government. 

Levenstone said, among 



Dave Levenstone 
other things, that he had 
been thefirst Parliamentary 
Assistantto beappointed in 
the Netherlands A ntilles in 
1988, and thefi rst E xecuti ve 
Assistantto beappointed in 
Saba. 

H ehasalso represented the 
I sland G overnment of Saba 
on several committeeson the 
island and abroad, and has 
also been involved in local 
politics. 

Levenstone said he looked 
forward in putting in at least 
two to three more years, as 
hedid notintendto work all 
of his life for government. 
"There is too much bicker¬ 
ing, underminingand hypoc¬ 
risy within government ser¬ 
vice and this needs to stop if 
we are to attract you ng qual i- 
fied Sabans," he said. "We 
need our own people to re¬ 
turn and hold positionssuch 
asLt. G overnor, I sland Sec¬ 
retary, P ol i ce O ff i cers, D oc- 
tors, teachers and other po¬ 
sitions." 





















THE DAILY HERALD, Wednesday February 4, 2004 


Islands 


Worker can be fired without 
permission in certain cases 


PHILIPSBURG-Head of 
the Federal Labour Office 
Kenneth Lopes says a com¬ 
pany can dismiss a worker 
without seeking permission 
from the Labour Office only 
under certai n ci rcu mstances. 
He said a company could 
dismiss a worker without 
permission for "urgent rea¬ 
sons" such as stealing,fight¬ 
ing, threats, etc. 

A worker can also be fired 
without permission at the 
end of his/her contract or 
duringtheprobation period. 
In all other cases, permis¬ 
sion has to be sought from 
the Federal Labour Office. 

The Windward Islands 
Civil Servants Union 
(WICSU) has accused the 
managementof N ieuwePost 
NV ofnotadheringtolabour 
regulations when it dis¬ 
missed one of the union's 
members from the Post Of¬ 
fice recentl y beca u se of" vi o- 
lation of trust." 

Lopes said hewasawareof 
the issuethrough correspon¬ 
dence he had received from 
WICSU seeking his inter¬ 
vention in the matter. He 
said he had not received any 
correspondence from man¬ 
agement on the matter as 
yet, so could notsaywhether 
it had sought permission to 
dismiss the employee(s) in 
question. 


Asked what the Labour 
Department would do un¬ 
der such circumstances, 
Lopes said he would ap¬ 
proach management on its 
reasons for dismissing the 
worker(s) and if the reason 
was, in his judgement, not 
good enough, the manage¬ 
ment would be given advice 
as to what steps to take. H e 
said the Labour Officecould 
not "force" an employer to 
rei nstate a d ismissed worker, 
but could advise them to do 
so. 

On the other hand, he said, 
a dismissed workers could 
taketheiremployersto court 
if they believed they had 
been wrongfullyfired. "The 
employer must be able to 
defend that the particular 
employee was fired for an 
urgent reason," said Lopes. 

WICSU, whose member 
was one of two employees 
dismissed from the Post Of¬ 
fice because management 
believed she had violated 
their trust, claims its mem¬ 
ber was dismissed without 
justification. The union 
sought Lopes' intervention 
in the matter and asked J us- 
tice M inister Ben Komproe 
and M inister of Transport 
and CommunicationsRich- 
ard Salas to investigate ir¬ 
regularities at the Post Of¬ 
fice. 


Plans for peaceful march 
on track, permits awaited 


PH ILIPSBU RG —Plansfor 
a peaceful march against 
corruption, discrimination 
and intimidation,setforSat¬ 
urday, F ebruary 14, on alI of 
the A ntillean islands, areon 
track and permits are being 
awaited from the five Lt. 
Governors. 

According to organizer 
Attorney E ric de V ries, the 
march in St. M aarten starts 
off at Cyrus W athey Square 
in Philipsburg, goesup Front 
Street to Emmaplein, down 
CannegieterStreetandends 
at Clem Labega Square. 
Start time is 11:00am. 
Forneighbouringislandsof 
Saba and Statia, the start 
points are The Bottom and 
Oranjestad respectively. 

The march is being orga¬ 
nized asa sign of thefrustra- 
tion of the people of the 
Antilles with the present 
political situation in the 


country. The idea for this 
ci vi I acti o n was pro moted vi a 
e-mail and has garnered the 
support of more than 1,000 
persons on the various is¬ 
lands. 

For persons who are un¬ 
able to take part in the 
march, the organizer sug¬ 
gested that support can be 
shown by turning on vehicle 
lights to coincide with the 
march or hoisting a flag. 
DeVriesmaintainsthatthe 
march is not affiliated with 
anypolitical partyororgani- 
zation,butis"amarchofthe 
people." 



UFA adviser Willie Maize was recently in Curagao for the 
meeting of the Socio-Economic Council SER on the pro¬ 
posed increasein theoldagepensionAOV and howto payfor 
it. He took the opportunity to see his friend FOL leader 
Anthony G odett. 


Heyliger commends 
Customs Department 


PH ILIPSBU RG-Com- 
missioner responsible for 
Tourism and E conomic Af¬ 
fairs Theo H eyliger praised 
the C ustomsD epartment of 
the Windward Islands for 
what he said was "a job well 
donewith respect to dealing 
with narco-trafficking." 

H e was commenting on a 
report published in The 
DailyH erald inwhichChief 
Customs Officer George 
Martis reported significant 
su ccesses by C usto ms i n th e 
fight against trafficking in 
illicit substances. 

T he G overnment I nforma- 
tion Services quoted 
H eyl i ger assayi ng he wi shed 
to commend "our Customs 
officers for the disruptions 
that they have caused in the 
process of drug trafficking, 
(for) drugabusehasitscon¬ 
sequences for society which 
are devastating." 

H e continued: "Our men 
and women in law enforce¬ 
ment need the continued 
support of our community 
in order to be able to con¬ 


tinue being successful in in¬ 
terception and seizure of 
narcotics at our ports of en¬ 
try. Our society will not tol- 
erateorcondonethistypeof 
activity." 


Three years for 
domestic abuse 


PHILIPSBURG —Inacase 
of domestic abuse, 
Dominicano Leonardo 
Herrera-Villafana (39) was 
sentenced to 36 months in 
prison, of which 12 months 
were suspended, with a pro¬ 
bation of two years. 

J udge F rank W ieland 
deemed it proven that 
Herrera-Villafana had ill- 
treated his girl friend L.S., 
also from the Dominican 
Republic, with whom he had 
lived for seven years, by hit¬ 
ting her several times on the 
head with a piece of iron. 

Following this ill-treat¬ 
ment, the suspect and a 
friend of his had taken the 
ladyto St. M aarten M edical 
Center, which in turn had 
called the police. 
Thedoctorfound thatL.S. 
had sustained a 10- 
centimetre cut on the fore¬ 
head, another 10-centi metre 
injury near her rightear and 
multipleotherwounds,some 
with severe bleeding. 

It appeared in Court that 
the female victim in her an¬ 
guish had promised her at¬ 
tacker notto file a complaint 
if he would transport her to 
the hospital. 

According to the medical 
report, the severe beating 
could have killed her, but 


J udge Wieland said thisdid 
not necessarily account for 
the legal term of "severe ill- 
treatment" which the pros¬ 
ecutor had used to also de¬ 
mand 26 months, of which 
12monthswereconditional. 
J udgeWielandsaidtherea- 
son he had sentenced 
H errera-Villafana as re¬ 
quested by the prosecutor 
was that even though the ill- 
treatment had legally been 
less severe and the lady had 
been sent home after the 
hospital treatment, the 
man's arrogant attitude in 
court had been shocking. 

"I am surprised that you 
show no remorse at all at 
what you did. Instead, you 
are reversi ng the whole case 
in the sense that you regard 
yourself the victim of a 
woman for whom you had 
given up everything. You 
would not treat a stubborn 
animal in the same manner 
as you treated this lady." 

H errera-Villafana said he 
had come home on N ovem- 
ber 16, 2003, and found his 
wife naked i n bed with a man 
who was also naked. How¬ 
ever, a witness told the au¬ 
thorities thesuspecthad not 
lefthishomeall dayand had 
been drinking rum steadily. 











PH ILIPSBU RG —The 
world's largest and newest 
cruise ship Queen M ary II 
(QM 2) will makeitsinaugu- 
ral visit to St. M aarten on 
Wednesday, March 3, ac¬ 
cording to ship agent S.E.L. 
M aduro and Sons. 

The vessel, on its maiden 
voyage, visited neighbouring 
St. Kitts on Tuesday. The 
ship set sail from its home 
portSouthampton, England, 
to F ort Lauderdale, F lorida, 
a 14-day journey, on M on- 
day, J anuary 12. 

Cunard Line'sQM 2 isthe 
largest, longest, tallest, wid¬ 
est and most expensive 
ocean liner ever built. Its 
length is 1,132 feet and 
height (keel to funnel) is 
236.2 feet. The passenger 
capacity is2,620and ithasa 
crew of 1,253. The cost of 
the vessel is estimated atU S 
$800 million. 

The ship will spend its in¬ 
augural year cruising in E u- 


rope,theAtlanticOceanand 
the Americas. During the 
winter, QM 2 will visit the 
Caribbean and Rio de 
J aneiro, Brazil for Carnival. 

The record-breaking ship 
makes her maiden six-day 
eastbound transatlantic 
crossing in tandem with her 


sister vessel theQ ueen E liza- 
bethll inApril.Cunard hails 
thisasanotherhistoricevent, 
asitwill be the first time two 
"Queens" will greet each 
other in the North Atlantic 
sincetheforerunnersQueen 
Elizabeth and Queen M ary 
in 1967. 


Student government to 
hold retreat in March 


PH ILIPSBU RG —The Stu¬ 
dent Government Associa¬ 
tion (SGA) of U niversityof 
St. Martin (USM) will de¬ 
termine itsobjectivesfor the 
year during a "leadership 
retreat" that is likely to be 
held in Saba in March, SGA 
President Stuart Johnson 
says. 

The SGA board will travel 
to Saba for a night for the 
retreat and will discuss its 
goals and objectives for the 


year. 

"Duringtheretreatwewill 
come up with strategies to 
enhance SGA leadership 
and the university," said 
Johnson. "We will also de¬ 
termine how the ski llsof our 
ambassadors could be en¬ 
hanced. They are the main 
students guidingtheyounger 
ones." 

A tentative date of M arch 
6-7 has been set for the re¬ 
treat, said J ohnson. 
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Heyliger wants WTO to study 
impact of flight cancellations 


PH ILIPSBU RG-Com- 
missioner responsible for 
Tourism and Economic Af¬ 
fairs Theo H eyliger says he 
plansto send a letter to Sec- 
retary-G eneral oftheW orld 
Tourism Organization 
(WTO) Francesco Frangialli 
requesting that a study be 
made of the impact of the 
recent cancel I ati onsof trans- 
atlantic flights for security 
reasons. 

"I have some concern with 
respect to the possible im¬ 
pact this will have on inter¬ 
national travel and tourism. 

I would like the WTO to do 
a study with respect to this," 
the Government Informa¬ 
tion Service (GIS) quoted 
H eyl i ger as sayi ng T u esd ay. 

H e continued: "The first 
priority is always the safety 
of the travelling public and 
decisions taken to cancel 
flightsareexceptional mea¬ 
sures that must be taken in 
order to safeguard the trav¬ 
elling public." 

U .S.-bound flights of Brit¬ 
ish A i rways, A i r F ranee and 
Continental were cancelled 
for February 1 and 2 over 
the weekend due to intelli¬ 
gence thattheU nited States 
said suggested a threat of 
possible terrorist attacks 
againstU .S.-bound aircraft. 

Six Air Franee flights to 
Los Angeles, California, 
were cancelled in Decem¬ 
ber because of si mi I ar i nfor- 
mation. There were also 
flight cancellations and de¬ 
lays in early J anuary. 

Heyliger said the survey 
could reveal possible new 
travel trendsthat could lead 
to new opportunities for 


tourism destinations. 

H e noted that the British 
Airline Pilot's U nion has 
requested the British Gov¬ 
ernment to examine the 
strength, validity and qual¬ 
ity of intelligence that had 
led to the cancellation of the 
transatlantic flights. 

"I understand their con¬ 
cern, asitcould affectglobal 
travel if flight cancellations 


become a regul ar affai r. T his 
in turn will result in airlines 
losing money as travellers 
decide to take more vaca¬ 
tions within Europe," the 
commissioner explained. 

He continued: "We have 
to look at the 'what-ifs' in 
order to be prepared to deal 
with the challenges of the 
near future, which is in our 
national interest." 


Pantophlet questions plans to 


PH ILIPSBU RG —National 
Alliance Councilman 
G eorge Pantophlet is ques¬ 
tioning government's move 
to outsource the health care 
administrationand, pending 
this, to extend guarantee 
cards until April 1. 

I n a letter dated D ecember 
10, 2003, Pedro Arrindell 
and J orien Lucas-Wuite of 
Sector H ealth Care Affairs 
(SHCA) informed 
government's sector direc¬ 
to rsand directorsof govern¬ 
ment-subsidized institutions 
that the guarantee cards 
would be extended for a pe¬ 
riod of three months. 

"The reason for this exten¬ 
sion is secondary to the 
preparation plans for likely 
outsourcing the health care 
administration very shortly," 
the letter stated. "As such 
therewouldbenoneed fora 
new guarantee card for the 
year 2004." 

Pantophlet announced on 
Tuesday that he planned to 
send the Executive Council 


a letter on this matter. H e 
will be asking government 
to whom the health care ad- 
ministration will be 
outsourced and why. 

Pantophlet also wants to 
know when government 
plansto do thisand for how 
long, as well as what will 
happen tothepersonswork- 
ing in the department that 
deals with medical care for 
civil servants. 

"What has to be realized is 
that outsourcing of anything 
thatpertainsto government 
has financial consequences. 
In essence we are talking 
about the budget being af¬ 
fected," he stated, adding 
that the budget needed the 
approval ofthel sland Coun¬ 
cil. 

According to Pantophlet, 
the matter should be dis¬ 
cussed in the setting of the 
Central Committee. H esaid 
he hoped his faction would 
be informed directly by gov¬ 
ernment, instead of through 
the media. 


Outstanding Youth Award 
ceremony set lor March 6 


ST.PETERS—ThefirstSt. 
Maarten Outstanding 
Youth Award (SMOYA) 
ceremony and dinner are 
scheduled at Le Belle Vie 
Restaurant, Port de 
Plaisance, for M arch 6. 
Eleven youngsters will re¬ 
ceived awardsfrom the St. 
M aarten Y outh Council 
Association for their out¬ 
standing academic and 
other achievements. 

The youngsters will be 
honoured in the six cat¬ 
egories of academics, 
sports, personal improve¬ 
ment, commu nity, envi ron- 
ment, culture and music. 
The nominees are R omeo 
Brown, Hasani Ellis, 
Vicario Ellis, Emmy 
F ranck, M iltsha G iterson, 


Colin H amer, V anessa 
H unt, Stuart J ohnson, 
Calvin M ardenbrough J r., 
Ayana Tyrell and Alexis 
Williams. 

Theaward recognisesand 
honoursyoungpeopleages 
16 to 21 who demonstrate 
the best qualities of St. 
M aarten youth.Theobjec- 
tive of this programme is 
to encourage young people 
on the island to strive for 
excellence while highlight¬ 
ing their talents. 
Ticketsfor the dinner cost 
U S $35 per person and are 
available from the youth 
council office at Rupert I 
M aynard Y outh Commu¬ 
nity Centre, from council 
membersorbycal ling 555- 
8971. 

















THE DAILY HERALD, Wednesday February 4, 2004 


Islands 



leryl L ake (second left) andjadira Veen 
donated plants. 


students and the 



HOPE ESTATE-St. 
M aarten PrideFoundation, 
an environmental and anti¬ 
litter group, donated thir¬ 
teen plants to M . G enevieve 
de Weever School in H ope 
E state yesterday. 

Nine ficus trees, which 
make a great hedge, and four 
banana plants were pre¬ 
sented to Vice Principal 
Beryl Lake and the students 


ofGrade6A by Foundation 
President Jadira Veen and 
Vice President A lita Singh. 

The plants, in pots at 
present, will be placed into 
theground duringthisweek. 
A few have already been 
taken careofbythestudents, 
astheschool doesnothavea 
gardener. 

This school has lacked 
greeneryfor some time now, 


Sundial reports successful 
career orientation programme 


PH ILIPSBU RG — Sundial 
School has expressed sincere 
appreciation to the busi¬ 
nesses and institutions that 
participated in a series of in- 
depth workshop sessions as 
part of the "C areer 0 rienta- 
tion Programme, Sundial 
School-VSBO 2(COPSS)," 
which ran from J anuary 21 
to 23. 

The programme was de¬ 
signed to help studentsmake 
more informed course 
choices on promotion to 
VSBO 3. 

Accordingtoareleasefrom 
the school, "Presenters at 
the programme were a se¬ 
lection of professionals in 
various sectors that corre- 
I ate with the cou rses offered 
in VSBO 3, such as Hospi¬ 
tality, Technical, Adminis¬ 
tration/Commerce, Basic 
H ealth C are and C osmetol- 
ogy." 

The speakers included D r. 
R achel E ersel and her assis¬ 
tant Fenna A rnel I of Sector 
Health Care Affairs, 
Rolando Tobias of Wind¬ 
ward Island Bank, veteran 


hospitality professional 
Robert Dubourq and Suraj 
Ramdas,whowastheyoung- 
est presenter (marked n g and 
technological develop¬ 
ment). 

TonyPantophletofSM M C 
spoke of health care institu¬ 
tions and patient/customer 
care, while Esther Halley 
gave a visual presentation 
on the importance of total 
personal and professional 
body care/hygiene. 

According to the release, 
counsellor J ackieA rrendell 
explained the contents of 
each course-sector, as well 
as the promotion criteria. It 
also said the students had 
been briefed on study possi- 
bilitiesinthep resen t ed u ca- 
tion system and instructed 
howtheycouldachievetheir 
individual potential afterthe 
V SBO. 

Thereleasementioned that 
the Directorate, guidance 
counsellors and mentors 
would evaluate CO PSS and 
continue to pursue all av¬ 
enues necessary to prepare 
the students. 


the foundation representa¬ 
tives said. Several almond 
trees were planted on the 
premisesaftertheschoolwas 
fenced last year. 

The ficus plants were given 
tothefoundationbyM r.and 
M rs. M axPhelipa. 

Pride Foundation worked 
with the school for several 
cleanup and other activities 
and had already donated 
several plants, including ba¬ 
nana plantsthatare thriving 
well at present. 

Lake thanked the founda¬ 
tions itsdonation and con¬ 
tinued supportoftheschool 
and its students. The stu¬ 
dents promised to take care 
oftheplantsandwaterthem 
regularly. 


Conscious Lyrics Foundation 
to celebrate Black History 


PHILIPSBURG — "From 
Emancipation to Repara¬ 
tions" isthethemeforBlack 
H istoryCelebration2004on 
both sidesof the island, Con¬ 
scious Lyrics Foundation 
(CLF) stated in a release 
M onday. 

Thefocusison reparations, 
Haiti's Bicentennial Inde¬ 
pendence celebration, the 
evils of slavery, the struggle 
for freedom and the victory 
of ongoing emancipation. 

A month-longexhibitionof 
portraits and abstract paint¬ 
ings of black people, ser¬ 
enading themind, bodyand 
spiritwill bedisplayed atthe 
City H all in M arigot. The 
opening ceremony is sched¬ 
uled for Sunday, February 
8, starting at 7:30pm. 

CLF,which has been orga- 
nizingtheBlackH istorycel¬ 
ebration for the past 13 
years, stated that dai ly read- 
in gs were to be featured on 
RadioSoualiga99.9FM ev¬ 
ery day during February, af¬ 
ter the midday news. 

It said the historical 
struggle by people of Afri¬ 
can descent was to obtain 
true justice for what had 
been done to their ancestors 
for the last five centuries. 
" SI a very i s to day recognized 
by international human 
rights organizations such as 
the U N as a crime against 
humanity and as such our 
people must beprepared for 
thisongoingprocessof repa¬ 
ration," CLF stated. 

T h e rel ease sai d reparati on 
wasalongsteptowardsheal- 
ing a nation that had always 
been divided by race and 
dassism. 


"Sadly enough there are 
still those in this 21st cen- 
turywho oppose reparation, 
failing to recognize how 
much the lack of reparation 
has kept usf rom movi ng for¬ 
ward," itsaid. "Thiscelebra- 
tion is, amongstother things, 


an expression of positive 
images of our people. As 
Frederick Douglas once 
said,'Picturescomenotwith 
slavery and oppression and 
destitution, but with liberty, 
fair play, leisure, and refine¬ 
ment.'" 



Ted and DaisyJohnson 


Beverly Hyman starts 
'Love' series tonight 


PH ILIPSBU RG —Couples 
with exceptional relation¬ 
ships wi 11 "tel I all" about how 
they stay together and keep 
love alive, live on Prime 
Time with Beverly Hyman 
all monthlong.The"Loveis 
in the air" series starts to¬ 
day, Wednesday, February 
4. 

The show's host Beverly 
Hyman has dubbed Febru¬ 
ary "the Month of Love." 

Hyman issued a release 
stating that several couples, 
including Ted and Daisy 
Johnson, would talk about 


theirlives,children and mar¬ 
riages. 

According to the release, 
"Prime Time with Beverly 
H yman intendsto showcase 
local events, personalities 
and matters of interest 
throughout the year." 

V iewers are encouraged to 
check the local newspapers 
for details and show times. 

Other guests slated to ap¬ 
pear on the show during the 
series are Ray and Rosie 
Simmons, Ronald and 
Vickie lltes, and Wally and 
M aria Havertong. 
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With thesigningofa new governing accord in Curasao to formalizethejoiningof National 
A IlianceandDP-Bonaire, theCentral G overnment again established a majority of 13 seats 
in the 22-seat parliament. From leftto ricfit: PNP leader Ersilia deLannooy, DP-Bonaire 
leaderjopi Abraham, "formateur" BenKomproefFOL) and PL KP leader Errol Cova.DP- 
Statia will now appoint a D eputy Plenipotentiary M inisterin T he Hague, a post held byDP- 
St. M aarten before it abandoned the federal coalition. 


Work has started on therenovation ofthepubliclibraryin C uragao. From thisweekthefloor 
of the library upstairs will be tackled, while the main room on the ground floor is also 
undergoing renovations. The 350,000-guilder project will take about two months to 
complete. 


Eleven KLMiorkorj 
held on drug charpei 

WILLEM STAD — Dutchde¬ 
tectives in cooperation with 
the M arechaussees detained 
a total of eleven KLM work- 
ersatSchiphol airport in H ol- 
land Monday and Tuesday, 
fo 11 owi ng an i nvesti gati on i nto 
their involvement with drug 
trafficking. 

I n the operation 117 ki los of 
cocainewerealso confiscated, 
atSchiphol and the airport of 
A ruba. A suspect was also ar¬ 
rested in Belgium with 104 
kilos in his car. 

TheKLM workersseparated 
luggage containing drugsfrom 
the other incoming baggage 
andthen putthedrugsintheir 
own bags and sometimes 
boxes, to smuggle them out of 
the airport with theirsecurity 
clearance. They were in¬ 
formed beforehand in which 
bags the drugs would be, by 
giving them the numbers on 
the baggage tags. 

The suspects are from 
Amsterdam (5), Lelystad, 
Rotterdam (2), Haarlem, 
Purmerend and Diemen. 
L uxury items, cars and 23,000 
euros(50,000guilders) in cash 
were also confiscated. 

E ach bag contained between 
15 and 20 kilosofcocaine.lt is 
believed that large quantities 
of drugs were brought in this 
way. I t's not the f i rst ti me bag¬ 
gage handlers have been ar¬ 
rested for being part of drug 
operations. 
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Opening of criminal 
assizes and law year 


ANGUILLA —A special 
church service to commemo¬ 
rate the opening of the legal 
year in A nguillatook place at 
the St. M ary's A nglican 
Church on Tuesday, Febru¬ 
ary 3. It was followed by a 
guard of honour of the Royal 
A nguilla PoliceF orceoutside 
the Court FI ouse and the 
opening of the criminal as¬ 
sizes. 

The church service led by 
Bishop Errol Brooks and 
R everend M enes FI odge was 
attended by Governor and 
M rs. Peter J ohnstone, C hief 
M inisterOsbourneFleming, 
M inister of Finance Victor 
Banks, Kenneth Harrigan, 
J usticeJaniceCreque,Attor¬ 
ney General Ronald Scipio 
and membersof the legal pro¬ 
fession. 

FI odge commended the law- 


In ini tikis 
railing ini 


yersforstartingthe legal year 
withachurch service. FI etook 
as his theme in the sermon, 
"God will judge you in the 
same way as you judge oth¬ 
ers," and urged the lawyers 
to let truth and honesty be 
their guide. 

After the service the con¬ 
gregation proceeded to the 
Court FI ouse where the Royal 
A ngui lla Police Forceand the 
community band wereon pa¬ 
rade. The J udge took the sa¬ 
lute and i nspected the pol i ce, 
accompanied by Commis¬ 
sioner Keithly Benjamin. 

In the FI igh Court the At¬ 
torney G eneral spoke of the 
need to address compensa¬ 
tion for jurors, the official 
records of the court and the 
provision of legal aid. FI esaid 
the number of cases to come 
before the court had de¬ 
creased, but noted that there 
was an increase in the sever¬ 
ity. 

The major case in this as¬ 
sizes is the trial of Kallus 


Rogersof Blowing Point, who 
is accused of the murder of 
J udith Wach of the U SA in 
September 2002. The trial 
started on Tuesday with 
Chanelle Petty for the pros¬ 
ecution. 

Other speakers were Alex 
Richardson, Courtney Abel 
and Patrick Patterson. 

J ustice C reque said she was 
pleased to seeother branches 
of government presentforthe 
opening of the first assizes in 
the legal year. She agreed that 
compensation for jurors 
needed to be addressed, but 
indicated that the pool from 
which jurors were chosen 
should be larger. She ex¬ 
pressed the hope that the bar 
and government could work 
together on a collaborative 
scheme for legal aid. 

She ended by thanking the 
registrar and members of 
court staff for their hard work, 
andshowingherappreciation 
to membersof the bar. 


St. Maarten prisoners 
get sentence reduction 


PH ILIPSBU RG —Three St. 
Maarten convicts - Ismael 
A rndell, A lexisA rrindell and 
U Irich lllls - were given ten 
per cent sentence reductions 
by the H igh Court in The 
H ague, which sent the case 
back to the Court of A ppeals 
in Willemstad. 

The three were originally 
sentenced to lOyearsin prison 
forthe violent armed robbery 
of a jewelry store on the 
F rench side on A pril 9, 2000. 
On the same day they also 
stole a car at gunpoint and 
they were also charged with 
the illegal possession of fire¬ 
arms. 

The Attorney General de¬ 
manded 12 years each during 
theappeal, butthe court went 
even further and gave them 
14 years each. They then ap¬ 
pealed to the H igh Court, 
which sent the case back, be¬ 
cause such a big sentence in¬ 
crease must be backed by a 
strong motivation. 

The trio's lawyer Gerrit 
M aduro also asked attention 
for the fact that they were 
being kept in the Curagao 
prison while their families 
were in St. M aarten, which he 
called an additional punish¬ 
ment. A Ithough all three had 
been sentenced to similar 
crimes in the past, the fact 
thatthey now showed remorse 
and were working in prison 


also worked in their favour. 

The H igh Court took into 
account that they had been 
awaiting their appeal in de¬ 


tention for three years and 
nine months. A sentence re¬ 
duction of 10 per cent was 
considered appropriate. 


Board membersof theAntillean policeunion NAPB atFort 
Amsterdam, following their meeting with J ustice M inister 
Ben Komproe. The latter promised to introduce a federal 
decree shortly to solve the problems of the past years with 
payment for extra work during Curagao's Carnival events. 


ANGUILLA —Two new 
subjects are being included 
i n th ose offered for the ad u 11 
and continuing classes. 

Coordinator Charles 
Connorsaidthenew courses 
Car Maintenance and Elec¬ 
trical I n sta 11 ati o n cl asses had 
already begun. He is very 
pleased with the tutors of all 
the courses and hopes that 
more persons will take ad¬ 
vantage of the opportuni¬ 
ties offered. 

O ther ski 11 scou rses offered 
are computer, sewing, cake 
making and decoration, 
embroidery and 

" hardanger," and carpentry. 
These are in addition to the 
traditional courses in En¬ 
glish and M athematics. 

U pon successful comple¬ 
tion of the courses persons 
are awarded certificates en¬ 
dorsed by the Ministry of 
Education Department. 
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Nevisians helping to 
reduce level of poverty 


NEVIS-Health Educator 
in the Nevis Island Adminis¬ 
tration Shirley Wilkes said 
N evi si ans were a part of the 
national committee man¬ 
dated to reduce the level of 
poverty that presently exists 
in the F ederation of St. K itts 
and Nevis. 

Speaking to the Govern¬ 
ment Information Service 
(G IS) on M onday, Wilkes 
said a recent assessment 
called the Poverty Assess- 
mentoftheSocio-E conomic 
conditions of St. Kitts and 
Nevis had revealed that 30 
per cent of persons were liv¬ 
ing in the poverty range. 

She said a steering com¬ 
mittee had been formed to 
look at a number of strate¬ 
gies that could be used in 



Shirley Wilkes 
communities to help allevi¬ 
ate impoverished condi¬ 
tions. She also observed that 
she, PermanentSecretary in 
theM inistryofPhysical Plan¬ 
ning Elvin Bailey and Olvis 
Dyer had been selected to 


Aruba's exports 
drop drastically 


A R U BA — A ruba's exports 
dropped by 33.9 per cent in 
the cou rse of 2003 compared 
to the year before. 

This dramatic result was 
caused especially by the 
slump of the export of agri¬ 
cultural produce, which de¬ 
creased from 183.7 to 118.4 
m i 11 i o n f I o ri ns. N everth el ess, 
four per cent more was been 
exported in December 2003 


compared to same month 
the year before. 
TheCentral Bureau of Sta¬ 
tistics has observed that ex¬ 
ports were 86.5 per cent in 
agriculture produce with a 
value of 17.1 million florins. 
I mports, on the other hand, 
increased by 10 per cent or 
1,518.5 million florins, pri¬ 
marily i n the sectors"metal, 
machines, and tools." 


serve on that committee. 

According to Wilkes, the 
three-day initiation work¬ 
shop, which took place i n St. 
Kitts last week, was to iden¬ 
tify the role of the commit- 
teeandwaysin which itcould 
assist in the fight against 
poverty. 

"Our role is to form a sub¬ 
committee in Nevis, taking 
into consideration that pov¬ 
erty cuts across all sectors," 
she said. "Our subcommit¬ 
tee isto identify key persons 
in the community whom we 
could train as community 
leaders or, if they already 
exist as community leaders, 
so that they could help their 
community to alleviate pov¬ 
erty." 

In pointing out that there 
were three basic areas of 
concentrati on, W i I kesnoted 
that it would take at least 11 
months to train personsand 
to formulatea plan of action 
that could be implemented 
within the Federation. 

She said the three basic 
areas to be concentrated on 
are longevity in terms of liv¬ 
ing a healthy life, upgrading 
the standard of living and 
the empowerment of indi¬ 
viduals based on training 
persons to budget their fi¬ 
nances and empower them¬ 
selves to get better-paying 
jobs. 

TheM inistryof Social De¬ 
velopment, Communityand 
Gender Affairs in St. Kitts 
was given the task of spear¬ 
heading the entire training 
in collaboration with 
U N EC LAC, which will pro¬ 
vide funding as well as tech¬ 
nical assistance. 



Shareholders of St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla National Bank at 33rd annual general meeting at 
O cean Terrace Inn. Yes, the tiny tot in the second row is also a shareholder. 


National Bank shareholders 
reap EC $11 Min dividends 


ST. KITTS—Shareholders 
of St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
National Bank will share 
nearlyE C $11 million in divi¬ 
dends. 

Shareholders at the bank's 
33rd annual general meet¬ 
ing at Ocean Terrace Inn 
lastThursdayaccepted a rec¬ 
ommendation from the 
Board of Directors to pay a 
dividend of 13.5 per centfor 
the financial year ended 
June 30, 2003. 

The dividend totalled EC 
$10.9 million compared to 
EC $8.4million paid in 2002. 
National Bankmadeaprofit 
of EC $17.6 million in 2003. 

Shareholders' equity in¬ 
creased from EC $56.4 mil¬ 


lion in 1999 to EC $133.8 
million in 2003, a whopping 
137.3 per cent i ncrease over 
that period. It stood at EC 
$127.5 million on J une 30, 
2002 . 

ShareholdersatThursday's 
meeting congratulated the 
bank's Board of Directors 
and the management team 
on thesuccessful operations 
in 2003 and applauded the 
introductionofon-linebank- 
ing. National Bank custom¬ 
ers can conduct banking 
transactions, including ac- 
cessi n g acco u nt i nf o rmati o n, 
sending wire transfers and 
standing orders. 

National Bank'sheadquar- 
ters are located on the cor¬ 


ner of West Independence 
Square and Central Streets. 
St. Kitts has branches at 
Sandy Point, Saddlers, Peli¬ 
can M all and Robert L. 
Bradshaw International Air¬ 
port, and there isa branch i n 
Nevis. 

National Bank also has 
A utomaticTeller M achines 
(ATMs) at Old Road, St. 
Paul's, Cayon, Lodge, St. 
Peter's,C.A .Paul Southwell 
Industrial Park, Vance 
Amory International Air¬ 
port, Nevis Branch, Sandy 
Point Branch, Saddlers 
Branch and two each at Pel i- 
can M al I and the B asseterre 
Branch. 


Vacancy 


for a 

Sales Person 

Requirements: 

• At least 21 years old Female. 

• Havo or Mavo diploma. 

• French and Spanish an asset. 

• Minimum 1 year experience in retail 
sales. 

• Friendly, outgoing, dynamic. 

• Must be able to work closely with 
others. 

• Presentable. 

• Excellent communication skills. 

Only Antilleans or persons with a valid work 
permit need to apply. 

If you are interested and have the qualifica¬ 
tions, apply in person at Angelo Boutique from 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. 

























Board and staff of the Financial Services Commission. 
Back row (from leftto right): Carl Harrigan, Ralph Hodge 
and Alex Richardson form the Board. Front row: John 
L awrence, M aria Smith and C arlyle R ogers. 
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Financial services 
commission launched 

A NGU ILLA—The Finan¬ 
cial Services Commission 
was officially launched at a 
ceremonyon M onday, F eb- 
ruary 2. This means thatthe 
Financial Services in 
Anguilla are now an opera¬ 
tionally independent body, 
free of government control 
and with its own funding. 

The board to manage the 
Commission announced by 
G overnor Peter J ohnstone 
consists of Chairman Den¬ 
nis Cross, Vice Chairman 
Ralph Flodge, Alex 
Richardson and Carl 
FI arrigan. The commission 
staff comprises Director 
J ohn Lawrence, Carlyle 
Rogers and M aria Smith, 
with an additional member 
to be appointed. 

"I look forward to learn¬ 
ing of the Board's plan for 
the coming year. I am con¬ 
fident that they will play a 
major role in ensuring that 
the best interests of inves¬ 
tors and users of Anguilla's 
products and services will 
be protected and that the 
jurisdiction itself isguarded 
from abuse by fraudsters, 
money launderers and 
those assisting the financ- 
ingof terrorism,"J ohnstone 
said. 

FI e said he expected they 
would be proactive in en¬ 
suring high levels of com¬ 
pliance with current and 
future legislation and regu¬ 
lations. 

M inister of Finance Vic¬ 
tor B an ks d escri bed the d ay 
as an historic one in the 

Wave Knight expected 
to be in Anguilla today 

ANG U ILLA — The Royal inj ulyl987wasRFA Black 
FleetAuxiliary(RFA)Wave Rover. H is appointment to 
Knightunderthecommand RFA Wave Knight in Au- 
of Captain A Ian Roach will gust2000 began a long asso- 
beinA nguillafromWednes- ciation with theship, seeing 
daytoFriday,February4-6. her through to building 
Wave Knight is the first of completion, sea trials and 
a new class of British Fast bringing her into service 
Fleetreplenishmenttankers early last year, 
and came into service in 
M arch 2003. Theship is en¬ 
gaged in its first foreign de¬ 
ployment. 

The Captain will make 
courtesy calls on Governor 
PeterJ ohnstone,ChiefM in¬ 
ister Osbourne Fleming and 
Commissioner of Police 
KeithlyBenjaminthismorn- 
ing. FI ewill host an informal 
lunch on board onThursday 
for invited guests. 

M embers of the crew are 
expected to hold a number 
of training activities at sea 
with crewsof theferry boats. 

Roach has served in all 
classes of RFA during his 
career. FI is first command 


development of Anguilla's 
Financial Centre. "The 
launching of the Financial 
Services Commission in ef¬ 
fect demonstrates 
Anguilla's recognition of 
the importance of sound 
regulation of the develop¬ 
ment and promotion of the 
financial services sector," he 
said. 

Lawrence thanked 
J ohnstone, Banks and Per¬ 
manent Secretaries for all 
their assistance in setting 
upthecommission.Heout- 
lined the roles and func¬ 
tions of the Commission 
and its administrative obli¬ 
gations and powers. H e 
gave an account of the leg¬ 
islative programme for the 
coming year, which will in¬ 
clude legislation for insur¬ 
ance, mutual fund and pro¬ 
tected cell legislation, as 


well as amendments to ex¬ 
isting legislation. 

"Our job is to move for¬ 
ward by setting the stan¬ 
dards, ensuring that stan¬ 
dards are adhered to, that 
best advice is available and 
is given, and that Anguilla 
establ i shes a repu tati o n fo r 
service, for which the 
ACORN system hasalready 
set the tone," he said. 

FI e said integrity, fairness 
and high ethical standards 
could be expected from the 
Commission. At the same 
time the Commission will 
expect high standardsof ser¬ 
vice and conductfrom prac¬ 
titioners and licensees, as 
well as compliance with leg¬ 
islation and regulations, and 
early consultation with the 
Commission in respect to 
any problems. 

President of the Anguilla 
Financial ServicesAssocia- 
tion (AFSA) Pamela 
Webster said the primary 
objectiveoftheAssociation 
was to make the Financial 
Services I ndustry the most 
important industry for the 
island. She expressed the 
hopethatA F SA would play 
a key role in the future of 
the industry and suggested 
that through partnership 
there would be no limit to 
the business that could be 
achieved. 


Islands 



I The world's largest cruise ship in service, the Queen Mary II, arrived in St. Kitts on its 
inaugural trip yesterday, much to the delight of residents, many of whom took timeout from 
early in themorningto catch a glimpseof theship asitentered theharbour. Somespectators 
are seen here making full use of one of the vantage points. 


Register of voters posted 


ST. KITT S— T he register of 
voters, which includes the 
names of persons who were 
registered to vote as of D e- 
cember 31, 2003, has been 
posted. 

A ccording to the E lectoral 
O ff i ce, co pi es of the I i st were 
posted at two conspicuous 
places in each polling divi¬ 
sion in the 11 constituen¬ 
cies, on Saturday, January 
31, in accordance with the 
provisions of the National 
Assembly Elections Act. 

Registered voters are be¬ 
ing requested to check the 


register of voters to ensure 
that their names are listed 
on the register. 

A person who claims to be 
entitled to be registered asa 
voter and whose name, ad¬ 
dress and/or occupation 
have changed or are listed 
incorrectly, may claim to be 
registered correctlyby com¬ 
pleting a Notice of Claim 
and submitting it to the reg¬ 
istration officer at the E lec¬ 
toral Office byT uesday, F eb- 
ruary 10. 

The Electoral Office said a 
person whose name appears 


on the register of voters for 
an electoral district may ob¬ 
ject to the regi strati on of any 
person whose name is in¬ 
cluded in the said register. 

Persons who wish to make 
objectionsto namesappear¬ 
ing on the register should 
complete a Notice of Objec¬ 
tion and submit same to the 
registration officer no later 
than Tuesday, F ebruary 10. 

Claim and objection forms 
can be obtained at the Elec¬ 
toral Offices in Basseterre 
and Charlestown. 
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US official's sentence for 
sale of US visas reduced 


GEORGETOWN, M arming, acting on orders The 7th U .S. Circuit Court 
Guyana—A former State fromafederal appealscourt, of Appeals said in October 
Department official caught chopped almost 15 years off 21 years was "draconian" 
sellinghundredsofvisasout of his earlier sentence, and theformer Foreign Ser- 
of the U.S. Embassy in "There is no doubt that his vice officer should have got- 
G uyanawasre-sentencedon conduct was very serious," ten no morethan seven years 
Fridaytosixand a half years Manning said. But she and three months. Carroll 
in federal prison. bowed to the appeals court, has been behind barsforal- 

Thomas P. Carroll, 36, which said the 21-year sen- most four years, and that 
showed no emotion as U .S. tenceshe imposed on him in time will count against his 
District J udge Blanche M. J une 2002 was too tough. new sentence of 78 months 

in prison. 

Carroll, a vice counsel at 
the embassy when arrested 
in M arch 2000, sold up to 
800 visas for entry into the 
U nited States for bribes of 
between US$10,000 and 
US$15,000 each. He pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy to de¬ 
fraud the U nited States, is¬ 
suing false visa documents 
and bribing an official. 

The case was investigated 
by the U.S. Diplomatic Se- 
curityService, a law enforce¬ 
ment arm of the State De¬ 
partment. Defence attorney 
Steven Shobat urged M an- 
ning to sentence Carroll to 
the minimum the court of 
appeals said would be ap¬ 
propriate, 70 months. He 
said Carroll feels remorse 
for his crimes. 

But Assistant U .S. Attor¬ 
ney Carolyn F. M cN iven re¬ 
minded Manning that 
Carroll had notonlysold vi¬ 
sas but enlisted a paramili¬ 
tary group to silence pos¬ 
sible witnesses through ter¬ 
ror. "So far the remorse I 
have seen is M r. Carroll's 
remorse for himself," 
McNiven said. "He is pro¬ 
foundly sad that he got 
caught. H eisprofoundlysad 
that he is in jail." She urged 
M anningto give Carroll the 
maximum. Carroll still owes 
the government U S$2.5 mil¬ 
lion the court ordered for¬ 
feited in addition to a load 
of gold bars that agents 
seized when they arrested 
him. 
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Death of murder accused 
in hospital raises questions 


GEORGETOWN, 

G uyana— M urder ac¬ 
cused M ark Thomas was 
an emotional wreck suf- 
feringfrom hypertension, 
say hospital sources. 

H ediedonSundaynight 
two weeks after being 
charged with thej anuary 
5murderofcattlefarmer 
Shafeek Bacchus. One 
hospital source told 
Stabroek News that his 
condition wasdiscovered 
whenThomaswasadmit- 
ted to the Georgetown 
Public Hospital on Janu¬ 
ary 16 after collapsing 
upon learning of the 

Chief Justice, top cop discuss 
placing restrictions on gangsters 

"We had a very useful dis¬ 
cussion, (but) it was not for 
the chief j ustice to accept or 
reject(theproposal) because 
there is a foundation in law 
for him to proceed," F orbes 
told reportersafter the meet¬ 
ing at the chambers of the 
chief justice at the Supreme 
Court, in downtown 
Kingston. 

H e however declined to say 
whetherthechiefjusticewas 
i n support of his proposal to 
monitor and restrict the 
movementof gang members 
out on bail. H e nevertheless 
hinted that such provisions 
for a curfew order was al¬ 
ready in the new Bail Act of 
2000, and it was now up to 
the courts to follow through 
when offering bail to gang 
members. 

Following discussions with 
J ustice W olfe, the commis¬ 
sioner called an emergency 
meeting with senior crimi¬ 
nal investigators and other 
top officers to discuss the 
outcome of the meeting. 

"I will meet with some of 
my senior detectives to give 
someguidanceastohowbest 
to pursue investigations so 
that we can achieve our ob¬ 
jectives," Forbes told the 
O bserver. 

Thepolicechief, concerned 
about the recent upsurge of 
gang violence in Spanish 
Town, announced last Fri- 
daythathewould be seeking 
a cu rfew order fromthecourt 
to restrict the movement of 
gang members while they 
were out on bail. 

The order, he said, would 
restrict the gangsters to the 
confinesoftheirhomes.(J a- 
maica Observer) 



C hiefj usticeL ensleyWolfe 


KIN G STO N ,J amaica— Po¬ 
lice Commissioner Francis 
Forbes Monday met with 
Chiefj usticeLensleyWolfe 
and discussed thepossibility 
of restricting the movement 
of reputed gang members 
who have been granted bail 
by the court. 

F orbes also discussed, with 
the chief justice, how the 
police presented their cases 
in court to determine if they 
have been advancing suffi¬ 
cient and tangible grounds 
to the court when they are 
rejecting bail for gangsters. 



_ 

M ark Thomas 
charge. 

Stabroek N ewshad been 
unable to determine ex¬ 
actly what warranted him 


remaining in hospital but 
his sudden demise has 
raised questions. 

The man, who operated 
the Auby's Wine Bar at 
George and Norton 
streets, wascharged along 
with Ashton King and 
Shawn H inds with mur¬ 
dering Bacchus whose 
brotherGeorgehassince 
stated that a death squad 
(allegedly linked to H ome 
Affairs minister Ronald 
Gajraj) existed and was 
responsible for the kill¬ 
ing of several criminals 
and other persons. 

One patient in the same 
ward recal led that on Sun¬ 
day, Thomas had a little 
to eat late in the after¬ 
noon and had appeared 
fine. Shortlyafter, hesuf- 
fered convulsions and 
begged for a drink of wa¬ 
ter. He crashed to the 
ground and started froth¬ 
ing at the mouth. M in- 
utes later he was dead. 

M onday, his employer 
A ubertV anSertima,who 
livesin Saudi A rabia, said 
the death looked suspi¬ 
cious and should be in¬ 
vestigated thoroughly. H e 
said he would allow the 
police to perform the post 
mortem but if not satis¬ 
fied hewould have an in¬ 
dependent pathologist 
conducta second autopsy. 

H e wondered why as 
soon as the man died the 
police guarding him 
picked up their handcuffs 
and left the body unat¬ 
tended. H e pointed out 
that Thomas was under 
their control and hissud- 
den death, taking into 
consideration the allega- 
tionslevel led againsthim, 
should have been a cause 
of great concern. 

H e said that when he 
visited the hospital Tho¬ 
mas' body, which had a 
screen around it, was un¬ 
attended and everyone 
went to have a look. H e 
said the least the police 
could have done was to 
collect any of Thomas' 
possessions so as to in¬ 
vestigate what could have 
caused his death. 

H e feels that Thomas 
might have died from 
something he had drunk 
or eaten. Van Sertima 
said he occasionally sent 
food for Thomas but on 
Sunday he did not send 
anyand could notsaywho 
took food for him. 
(Stabroek News) 
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Prime Minister Keith M itchell andPrimeM inisterT ony Blair at N umber 10 DowningStreet, 
duringa meeting on Monday, February 2,2004. 


Blair, Mitchell meet 
at 10 Dowding Street 


LONDON —Prime M inis- 
ter Keith M itchell met with 
BritishPrimeM inisterTony 
Blair at Number 10 Down¬ 
ing Streeton M ondayafter- 
noon. 

Prime M inister Blair ex¬ 
tended a warm welcome to 
PrimeM inister M itchell and 
wished him well in histhird 
consecutive term in Office. 

Discussions focussed on 
Grenada's economy and 
G overnment's plans for the 
future, as well as continued 
co-operation with the Brit¬ 


ish Government. Areas of 
cooperation addressed by 
the two PrimeM inisters in¬ 
cluded support fortheRoyal 
Grenada Police Force and 
the fight against the illegal 
drug trade, as well as H IV/ 
AIDS and other social is¬ 
sues. 

Later, the Prime M inister 
met with the R t. Hon. 
George Foul kes, M P, Presi¬ 
dent of the Caribbean Brit¬ 
ain Business Council 
(C B B C), to discuss the cre¬ 
ation of a Friends of 


Govt to get tough with 
delinquent employers 


KINGSTON,Jamaica-The 
government Monday sig¬ 
nalled its intention to get 
tough with privatesectorem- 
ployerswho deduct N ational 
H ousingTrust contributions 
from employees' pay but fail 
to hand the money over to 
the N H T. 

At the weekly meeting of 
theCabinet, ministers agreed 
to amend the NHT Act to 
give the finance minister the 
power to impose, by order, 
but subject to affirmative 
resolution in Parliament, new 
penalties on delinquents. 

The information minister, 
Burchell Whiteman, told re¬ 
porters that the amendment 
to the legislation would be 
tabled in the H ouse shortly. 

But last night the 
0 pposition'sshadowfinance 
minister, A udleyShaw, ques¬ 
tioned the moral authority of 
the government to put the 
squeeze on private sector 
firms which fail to remitN H T 
deductions when the govern¬ 
ment isthegreatest offender. 

"They are one of the main 
offendersand the question is 


how wi 11 these measuresforce 
them to pay up their deduc¬ 
tions?" Shaw told the Ob¬ 
server. "It is something we 
will have to look into when 
the Bill comes to the H ouse, 
because there is no sanction 
against these (government) 
departments except when 
they appear before the Pub¬ 
lic Accounts Committee 
(PAC)." 

Shaw is chairman of the 
PAC, the parliamentary body 
that reviews the financial 
behaviour of government 
ministries and agencies, 
mostly based on the reports 
of theAuditorGeneral. 

Neither the NHT's chair¬ 
man, Kingsley Thomas nor 
its managing director wasim- 
mediately available for com¬ 
ment, but analysts last night 
estimated that the govern¬ 
ment owes the NHT about 
$10 billion in employer con¬ 
tributions, against the esti¬ 
mated $1.5 billion that isowed 
by private firms in both em¬ 
ployee and employer contri¬ 
butions. (J amaica 0 bserver) 


Grenada group consisting of 
parliamentariansand inves¬ 
tors. 

Foulkes hosted a dinner in 
thePrimeM inister'shonour, 
which was attended by 
CBBC Director Sue 
M onteath, business mem¬ 
bers oftheCBBC,aswell as 
Director of the Caribbean 
Council David J essop. 

The prime minister and the 
guests discussed develop¬ 
ment plans of the G overn- 
ment of G renada. The idea 
of the Friends of G renada 
groupwaselaboratedonand 
it was agreed that an invest¬ 
ment team would visit 
Grenada soon to look at 
potential opportunities in 
the agro-processing, tourism 
and Information Communi¬ 
cation T echnology sectors. 


Integrity body looking 
into Manning’s jet rides 


hisflightto Spain. Similarly, 
he said, a meeting with the 
King of Spain, Juan Carlos, 
would have led to him miss- 
ingthe return flightto Lon¬ 
don. 

Repsol's general manager, 
Pedro V aticon, had told the 
Express that his company 
had not provided a private 
jet for M anning and that he 
had flown between M adrid 
and London on a commer¬ 
cial flight. 

But, Manning later dis¬ 
missed this saying that he 
had indeed travelled from 
Spain to England on a pri- 
vatejetsponsored byR epsol. 
In his letter, M oonilal had 
asked the commission to 
enquire whether Manning 
had violated any laws when 
he accepted the trips. 
(Trinidad Express) 

in tne meaia, tne integrity 

Commission, asapreludeto — 

anyinvestigation,isseeking 
information from the appro¬ 
priate sou rces regard i ng the 
circumstances under which 
these trips were made avail¬ 
able." 

M anning had stated at a 
post-Cabinet news confer¬ 
ence early last month, that 
after attending the Com¬ 
monwealth headsof govern¬ 
ment meeting in N igeria he 
went to Europe where he 
had engaged in "discussions" 
and not "negotiations" with 
the energy companies. 

H e also admitted that both 
BritishGasandR epsol hired 
private airplanes to jet him 
between Spain and Britain. 

Manning has been 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, 
Trinidad—The Integrity 
Commission is currently 
"seeking information" about 
thejetridesof PrimeM inis¬ 
ter Patrick M anning which 
were paid for by energy gi- 
antsB ritish G asand R epsol. 

This was revealed in a let- 
terwhichthel ntegrityCom- 
mission has written to Op¬ 
position M P D r R oodal 
M oonilal who initiallycalled 
on the commission to look 
into the trips which M an¬ 
ning has admitted to accept¬ 
ing. 

In its reply to M oonilal's 
letter of J anuary 4, the com¬ 
mission in its letter dated 
January 30, noted: "While 
the provision of aefree trips' 
for the Prime M inister by 
named energy corporations 
has been widely publicised 


criticised by the Opposition 
United National Congress 
(UNC) for his discussions 
with themulti nationalsin the 
absence of Energy M inister 
Eric Williams. 

The Prime M inister has 
revealed that Prof Ken 
Julien, Andrew Jupiter, the 
Permanent Secretary in the 
Energy M inistry, and a dip¬ 
lomat from the country's 
embassyin Brussels accom¬ 
panied him to Spain and 
were part of the discussions 
in Britain. 

M anning said the decision 
to accept offers from both 
British Gas and Repsol to 
pay for histrips was not un¬ 
acceptable and he only ac¬ 
cepted because he wasasked 
to meet with the new board 
of BG and to do so would 
haveresulted in him missing 
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US Senate leader confirms ricin found in his office 



WASHINGTON —U .S. Sen¬ 
ate M ajority leader Bill Frist 
confirmed on Tuesday that 
the deadly poison ricin had 
been found in the mailroom 
of his Senate office, but said 
people exposed to it so far 
had shown no signs of ill 
health. 

Capitol Police Chief 
T erranceGainersaidtheFBI 
and thej oint Terrorism T ask 
Forcelaunched acriminal in¬ 
vestigation after the powder 
was found on M onday in 
Frist's office in the Dirksen 
Senate Building, stirring 
memories of a 2001 anthrax 
attack on the Capitol. 

G ainer, in a news conference 
with Frist, said the powder 
was near an area where let¬ 
ters had been opened but it 
was unclear if the ricin had 
been in an envelopeor a pack¬ 
age, or whether it came 
through the mail at all. 
Separately, law enforcement 
sources said on Tuesday a let¬ 
ter containing ricin and ad¬ 
dressed to the White House 
had been intercepted last 
November but had not been 
considered a public health risk 
because of its low potency. 
That incident was being in¬ 
vestigated by the FBI as part 
of a probe begun a month 
earlier with the discovery of 
an envelope containing ricin 
at a South Carolina postal fa¬ 


cility. 

Gainer said investigators 
were examining the mail 
stream to the Capitol and the 
office and the material in it 
had been isol ated. N o trace of 
the toxin had been found in 
ventilation systems so far, he 
said. 

The office of Frist, a Ten- 


nessee Republican, said two 
dozen Senate staffers had 
been held for about eight 
hours on M onday night and 
showered in a special decon¬ 
tamination tent. A bout a 
dozen Capitol policewerealso 
decontaminated. 

Three Senate office build¬ 
ings were closed on Tuesday, 


forcing postponement of a 
nu mber of appearances bytop 
Bush administration officials 
at hearings. They were to re¬ 
main closed on Wednesday, 
andall Capitol tourswerecan- 
celed. F rist said he hoped the 
offices would be opened dur¬ 
ing the next week. 

Lawmakers continued busi- 


U.5. Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (R), R-TN, holds a news conference to discuss the 
intentional exposing of Capitol Hill employees to a possible toxin found yesterday in the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building on Capitol Hill, with U.S. Capitol attending physician Dr. 
I ohn Eisold (L), on Tuesday. 


nessontheSenatefloorinthe 
Capitol building, and the 
H ouse of R epresentatives re- 
mained opened. 

I n Connecticut, an envelope 
containing a suspicious pow¬ 
der was found in a post office 
overnight and officials said it 
was addressed to the Repub¬ 
lican National Committee. 
The powder was being tested 
to see if it was ricin. 

Frist, a physician, said it was 
encouraging that no one had 
shown signs of illness nearly 
24 hours after possible expo¬ 
sure. "I'm happy to report 
everybody is doing fine," he 
said. "U sually injuries occur 
inthefirstfourto eight hours." 

D r. J ohn E isold, the 
Capitol's physician, urged 
peoplewith respiratorysymp- 
toms to see their doctor. 
"R ightnowwehavea window 
that we're looking at, prob- 
ablyforthenext48to72hours, 
to see if anybody develops 
progressive symptoms. And 
right now I think we're confi¬ 
dent that we can catch those 
peopleand treat them safely," 
he said. 

Frist said more test results 
were needed to show how ac¬ 
tive the ricin was and whether 
it could beharmful if airborne. 

A government official said 
the incident bore the hall¬ 
marks of a domestic criminal 
action—not a terror attack. 


"T hisdoes not bear the marks 
of international terrorism," 
the official said. 
SecretService spokeswoman 
Ann Roman declined to give 
details of the ricin letter ad¬ 
dressed to the White H ouse 
"because it's part of an ongo¬ 
ing investigation". 

Authorities said it was too 
early to know if any or all of 
the ricin incidents were re¬ 
lated. There was no explana¬ 
tion of why the W hite H ouse 
letter had not been previously 
disclosed. 

Department of Homeland 
Security officials said in Oc¬ 
tober there was no sign that 
terrorism was involved in the 
South Carolina letter. 

Amid an outbreak of mail- 
borne anthrax contamination 
in October 2001 which also 
struck theU .S.Capitol.asmall 
amount of spores of the bac¬ 
teria were found in a remote 
White House mail facility. 
Ricin isapotentiallyfatal toxin 
with no antidote but experts 
say it is hard to distribute, 
making the likelihood that 
anyone has been poisoned 
very small. 

It is derived from castor 
beansand can kill within 36to 
72 hours of exposure to sig¬ 
nificant amounts, according 
to the U .S. Centers for Dis- 
easeControl and Prevention. 
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Kerry takes huge stride towards 
nomination, Edwards stays alive 


attle, Washington. 

"We will take nothing for 


WASH INGTON —Demo- 2000, was shut out on Tues- remarks prepared for deliv- 
cratic front-runner John day and quit the race in what ery at his victory rally in Se- 
he called a "difficult but real¬ 
istic decision." 

In Oklahoma, Edwards, a granted, we will compete ev- 
natleastfivestates,butjohn North Carolina senator, and erywhere, and in November, 

Edwards scored a victory in retired Gen. Wesley Clark with your help, we will defeat 
South Carolina to keep the were locked in a tight battle George W. Bush," he said, 
racealive. for a win that could keep The victory by Edwards in 

Kerry, riding a huge wave of Clark's candidacy viable or South Carolina, which he la- 
momentum since back-to- promote Edwards to the role beled a must-win state, posi- 
back wins in the first two con- of prime challenger to Kerry, tioned him to become Kerry's 
Kerry, the M assachusetts primechallengerandboosted 
senator who faced questions his argument he would pro- 
North Dakota and New about whether he could com- vide the strongest opponent 
M exico as seven states voted pete nationwide, said he had to Bush in rural areas and in 
onTuesdayonthebiggestday showed broad appeal with the South. 

so far in the race to find a strong showings in all seven "Tonight we said that the , .. .. , 

challenger to President states."Nowwewillcarrythis politics of lifting people up j^ es ° r e P ea e ncy o 

George W. Bush. campaign and the cause of a beats the politics of tearing .~ n „' e ° J ’ a es \ ° 

Connecticut Sen. Joseph stronger, fairer, more pros- people down," Edwards, who .. ’ . , , 

Lieberman, the Democratic perousAmerica to every part emphasized a positive mes- ara ^ nea1 ^ lscam P ai 9 n ® aa ' 

nomineefor vice president in of America," Kprrvsairl in mhp fnn i wH nn th p pmnn mu quar ers in ring on, ir- 


Kerry took a huge stride to¬ 
ward the presidential nomi¬ 
nation on Tuesday with wins 


tests last month, won in M is- 
souri, Arizona, Delaware, 


‘ . u, ■. decided tonight to end my 

Tonight we said that the . . « nrpqiHpnrv n y f 


Kerry said in sagefocused on the economy, . . 

told roaring supporters in 
downtown Columbia, South " P 
Carolina. 


US, Libya to hold talks 
on improving relations 


Tuesday's votes offered the 
first nationwide test for the 
, ... , , ., candidates, who spent almost 


raiH-kmnlrmrrlKIn " C 3,101 rUral StateS that 

erything is possible, Edwards hosted thefirsttwo nominat- 

S3 a -.cq ing tests. South Carolina was 

A total of 269 delegates to th first contest in the South 

and “>= first in a state with a 
were at stake in those seven. | arpe b|ack popl] | at j oni whNe 

Arizona and NewM exico hold 


WASHINGTON — U.S. and stepsthat Libya has been tak- 
Libyan officials will meet in ing to eliminate all elements 
London on Friday for talks of its weapons of mass de- 
expectedtoindudethepossi- struction programs and con- 
bilityofeasingU.S.economic trolled classes of missiles," 
sanctions and resuming an Boucher said. H e also said he 


According to early delegate 


acmiLiuna emu louiniiiy an uuuuia oaiu. m caiau aaiu nc nrnipri"innc:h\/M QM R C K Prr\/ M IaaMU 1,1 cvv 1 1 CAIl - uMUIU 

American diplomatic pres- expected a new U .S. team of pir |l pHlinaHpad . fi o Hp |' w thefirstcontestsinstateswith 
Tripoli, U.S. officials weaponsexpertstovisitLibya large Hispanicpopulatii 


ence in 
said. 

The meetings, which will in¬ 
clude British officials, reflect 


soon to continue dismantling a total °f 181 

a toward the 2,162 needed to 


its arms programs. 

"Now that we've seen a ... 
Washington's desire to make coupleweeksofactiononthe 
somegesturestorewardLibya removal and verification, its 
for its Dec. 19 decision to give appropriate to have a politi- 


The race moves next to 

dl U LI It 4|1U4 I ItjtjUCU LU «. ■ i ; „ j «»/ k ■ > 

the nomination. E dwards ? chigan a " d W ashingto " on 
Saturday, M aine on Sunday, 


putting him in third place be- and Te ""^ d 

hind Dean with 114. "“* lingl0 ha„h ls 


T uesday. H isfightfor second- 
place in New M exico was the 
only finish above the middle 
of the pack. 

Dean, who spent election 
night in Washington, put a 
brave face on the results and 
looked ahead to M ichigan, 
Washington and to a Feb. 17 
showdown in Wisconsin. He 
promised to push ahead into 
M arch. 

"We are going to have a 
tough night tonight," Dean 
told supporters in Tacoma, 
W ashi ngton, but he vowed to 
keep "going and going and 
going." 

"W e'regoingto pickupsome 
delegates tonight and this is 
all about who gets the most 
delegates in Boston in July 
and it's going to be us," Dean 
said. 

While Tuesday offers a rich 
harvest of delegates to the 


i u i i lo l/ o_. ucu 3i u ii lu yi vc appi upi laic lu nave a punu- . . , , , , , u can, au uyyui ly iu i ion i ns 

up its weapons of mass de- cal dialogue on what lies LieDerman nao oeen noping downward s | ide after disma | 
struction program and itsfol- ahead,"Boucheradded."The or a wm m eaware ’ u fimchoc in i™ a anri Mow 


nominating convention, only 
about 10 percent of the total 
delegates will have been cho¬ 
sen by the end of the night. 
Dean, Edwards and Clark 
hope to extend the race to 
M arch2, when huge,delegate- 
rich states I ike New Y orkand 
California vote. 

Kerry, whose rise has been 
fueled by a belief among 
Democratic voters that he of¬ 
fers the best chance to beat 
Bush in November, pointed 
to public opinion polls that 
showed him leading B ush in a 
one-on-one matchup. 

Network exit polls showed 
that in South Carolina, 
Edwards scored particularly 
well with independents, who 
were able to participate in the 
Democratic contest. But 
Kerry was the overwhelming 
choice of those who voted 
based on electability, the exit 
polls showed. 


finishes in Iowa and New 


low-through since then, offi- situation with Libya hasfun- d ™ h P st a ff ^ernbers and^on 9 Ham P shire - continuecl his 


dais said. 

The officials stressed that it 
could be some time before 
the vast array of U .S. eco¬ 
nomic sanctions are removed 
or before the U nited States 
might open an embassy in 
Tripoli. But they said they 
wanted to open a "political 
dialogue" now. 
Tripoli'ssurprisedecisionto 
abandon its weapons of mass 
destruction programs and its 
ad m i ssi o n of resp o nsi bi I i ty f o r 
the 1988 Lockerbie bombing 
in A ugust have paved the way 
for an improvement in U .S.- 
Libyan relations after years 
of enmity. 

With Libya's cooperation, 
U.S. weapons experts last 
month combed the country 
for such arms and last week 
the U nited States said it had 
taken possession of 55,000 
pounds (25,000 kg) of equip¬ 
ment and documents from 
Libya's nuclear program. 

State Department spokes¬ 
man Richard Boucher said 
Assistant Secretary of State 
William Burns would repre¬ 
sent the U nited States at the 
London talks but gave no de¬ 
tails on what steps Washing¬ 
ton might take on sanctions 
or diplomatic ties. 

"This isthe result of positive 


damentally changed." string of poor sho.ings on 

White House defends Bush's 
guard service during war 


WASH INGTON-The 
White House swung into 
campaign modeonT uesday 
to defend PresidentG eorge 
W. Bush's record in the 
Texas Air National Guard 
far from the battlefields of 
Vietnam after Democrats 
accused him of going 
"AWOL". 

White House spokesman 
Scott M cC I el I an denied 
Democratic charges that 
Bush shirked his military 
dutiesin the early 1970s un¬ 
like D emocrati c presi denti al 
front-runner J ohn Kerry, a 
decorated Vietnam veteran. 

M cClellan called the accu¬ 
sations "shameful" and the 
"worst of election-year poli¬ 
tics." Bush "fulfilled hisdu- 
ties" in the National Guard 
and was honorably dis¬ 
charged." T h e p resi d ent was 
proud of his service," 
M cClellan added. 

The counter-attack came 


as voters voted in seven 
states on the bi ggest day yet 
of a Democratic presiden¬ 
tial race so far dominated by 
K erry. 

A nalystssaid the unusually 
b I u n t respo nse u n d ersco red 
W hite H ouse concerns that 
military service could be- 
comeacampaign issue. B ush 
stayed outofcombatinV iet- 
nam while serving as a pilot 
in the A ir National Guard. 
D emocrats have long chal¬ 
lenged Bush's record of at¬ 
tendance in the guard in 
1972 when he transferred 
temporarily to an Alabama 
unit to work on a political 
campaign. According to a 
copy of the N ational G uard 
document granting him an 
"honorable" discharge on 
O ct. 1,1973, B ush completed 
five years and four months 
of service—less than the 
obligatory sixyears— before 
entering Harvard Business 


School. 

On Sunday, Democratic 
National CommitteeChair- 
manTerryM cAuliffethrust 
the issue to center stage, tel I - 
ingABC's'ThisWeek" tele¬ 
vision program that he wel¬ 
comed a debate on military 
service if Kerry won the 
party'spresidential nomina¬ 
tion. 

"I look forward to that de¬ 
bate when J ohn K erry, a war 
hero with achestfull of med¬ 
als, is standing next to 
George Bush, a man who 
wasAWOL intheAlabama 
N ational G uard," M cA uliffe 
said. "George Bush never 
served in our military in our 
country. H e didn't show up 
when heshould have showed 
up." 

The accusation that Bush 
wasA W O L, or" absent with¬ 
out leave," stems from 
charges that he missed re¬ 
quired drills in Alabama. 
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Democratic Unionist Party leader Ian Paisley addresses the media after the first meeting 
of the review of the Northern I reland Good Friday peace agreement at Stormont Parliament 
Buildings, Belfast, on Tuesday. 


Foes start fresh bid to revive 
Northern Irish power-sharing 


B E L F A ST- N orthern 
Ireland's political foes sat 
down together on Tuesday, 
but yielded little at the start 
of a review of the G ood F ri- 
day peace agreement that 
London and Dublin hope will 
revive a mothballed power¬ 
sharing government. 

Rival Protestant and Catho¬ 
lic partiesand the British and 
Irish governments are look- 
ingatwaystomodifytheland- 
mark 1998 peace deal, which 
largely ended three decades 
of violence that claimed more 
than 3,600 lives, but hassince 
stalled.Thepeacedeal'sflag- 
ship institution, a power-shar¬ 
ing assembly, has been sus¬ 
pended for more than a year. 

"I know there's a challenge, 
but every ti me we try to co me 
to a solution to this problem 

d uil ueiuueu, idiu vj ci i y 

Adams, leader of Sinn Fein, 
the largest Catholic party. 

The DUP says it will not 
join government, or face-to- 
face tal ks, wi th Si n n F ei n as i t 
isthe ally of the I rish Repub¬ 
lican Army (IRA). Paisley 
refersto Sinn Fein leaders as 
"terrorists". 

The IRA declared a 
ceasefire in its campaign 
against British rule in 1997, 
but unionists, committed to 
political ties to Britain, are 
unhappy the guerrillas retain 
weaponsstockpiles.IRA says 
it has partially disarmed and 
saysLondon has notfulfilled 
pledges to decrease its army 
presence in the province. 

"Plainly the underlying 
problem in the political pro¬ 
cess is the same as ever; the 
failureof paramilitaries, most 
notably the IR A, to engage i n 
acts of (disarmament)," said 
David Trimble, head of the 
moderate Protestant Ulster 
U nionist Party. 


the sceptics raise their heads 
and say this agreement is 
about to collapse. It won't 
collapse," Irish Foreign M in- 
isterBrianCowen told a news 
conference. 

A nalysts pai nt a gloomy pic¬ 
ture of the chances of reach¬ 
ing agreement at the talks, 
which are expected to last 
around three months, butthe 
two governments insist 
progress is possible. 

"All of us know here in 
Northern Ireland the unex¬ 
pected can happen," said 
Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Paul M urphy. 
"Agreement can occur so 
long as there is determina¬ 
tion on the part of individual 
parties and their leaders and 
thegovernmentsto move for¬ 
ward." 


H ardline preacher Ian 
Paisley's DemocraticU nion- 
ist Party (DU P), which over¬ 
took more moderate rivals in 
an election last N ovember to 
become the largest Protes¬ 
tant group, has always op¬ 
posed the G ood F riday agree- 
ment and wants major 
changes. "Today was a farce 
of everybody making their 
statements—it was only to 
pleasethegovernmentstosay 
they got everybody in one 
room," the 77-year-old Pais¬ 
ley told reporters. 

The DU P's Catholic oppo¬ 
nents say they will not re¬ 
negotiate the key planks of 
the G ood F ridayA greement. 
"A nyone who thinks that any 
democratwill accept lessthan 
whatthe people in both states 
of this island voted for is just 
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Frustrated EU drawing 
up new policy on Russia 


BRUSSELS-The Euro¬ 
pean U nion is preparing a 
major reviewofrelationswith 


who asked not to be identi¬ 
fied. 

At a joint news conference 


Russiafollowingadisastrous with Russian President 
EU-Russia summit last No- Vladimir Putin, Berlusconi 
vember, an EU official said enthusiastically supported 


on T uesday. 


M oscow's military policy in 


A policy paper drafted for the breakaway region of 
External RelationsCommis- Chechnya, 
sioner Chris Patten will be H e also backed Putin's han- 
completed by February 10 dling of the arrest of M ikhail 
and foreign ministers of the K hodorkovsky, R ussia'srich- 
25 current and future E U est man and former head of 
member states will discuss it oil giant YUKOS. Brussels 


on February 23. 

The study will argue rela¬ 
tions between the union and 


had criticised Russia in both 
cases. 

Relations with Russia are 


Russia—which will border set to move up the agenda 
five EU states when the bloc after EU enlargement on 
addslOnewmembersonM ay M ayl.Eightofthenewmem- 
1— aredriftingalongwithfew bers were once in the former 
resultsandaretoo important Eastern Bloc and some have 
for this to continue. "Russia a deep antipathy to M oscow. 
and the EU are important Three—Estonia, Latvia and 
partners, yet we don't seem Lithuania—were Soviet re- 
tobemakingenough progress publics, and Russia has been 
as fast as we want, and the arguing with Estonia and 
R ussiansfeel thesame. W e're L atvia over the rights of eth- 
frustrated and so are they," nicRussiansstill livingthere. 



Britain’s Prime M inisterTony Blair (white shirt) answers questions fromthe parliamentary 
Liaison Committee in London, on Tuesday. 


British PM calls Iraq WMD 
inquiry, opponents cry foul 

LONDON —Prime M inister thatwe received and whether witnesses in private and in- 
the official told Reuters. M oscow also has written to TonyB lair bowed to pressure it was accurate or not," Blair vestigate the accuracy of in- 
The review was prompted Brussels expressing concern onTuesdayforaninquiryinto toldaparliamentarycommit- 


partly by an outburst by I tal- about the economic impact the quality of British intelli- 
ian Prime Minister Silvio of enlargement, particularly gence on banned Iraqi weap- 


telligence on I raq's weapons 
tee. "We do not in my view and examine any discrepan- 
need an inquiry into the po- cies between it and what has 


Berlusconi hosting a Novem- on its potential loss of trade °ns, but his opponents said litical decision to go to war." beendiscoveredsincetheend 

ber E U -R ussia summit in with the new member states, its terms were so narrow it U ntil now, Blair has firmly of the conflict. 

Rome, when he endorsed R ussia and the EU are also at would let the government off resisted calls for an inquiry. The government line, until 


Kremlin policies, prompting odds on conditions for Rus- the hook. 
theEU executive and most sian entry into the World Britain'sthirdparty,theLib- 


But pressure has increased now, that evidence of banned 
relentlessly as nearly 10 weapons could yet be found 


member states to dissociate TradeOrganisation.andover eral Democrats, said they months after Saddam had proved increasinglyhard 

- . .. ■ ...*“ ,I ' J4 ”' 1 -o —*** to sustain since chief U.S. 

weapons hunter David Kay 

to allow it to probe the poli- ons—the reasons Blair gave quit his post, saying he be- 


themselves. ButEU officials M oscow'sfailuretoratifythe would take no part in the in- Hussein wastoppled,nobio- 
aredeterminednotto repeat Kyoto Treaty on climate vesti gati o n after BI a i r ref u sed logical or chemical weap- 


a situation in which its insti- change, 
tutions are publicly at odds 
on a key issue. 


EU officials have said the tics behind the decision to for war—have been found. lieved Iraq had no stockpiles 


three issues-enlargement, wa 9 e war - 1 nstead ' wiN f °‘ 


"Clearly the way Berlusconi WTO membership and cus exclusively on problems posed a "seriousand current" 
handled the summit was the Kyoto-could be addressed with the information gleaned threat and that it had conti n- 
last straw that showed the togetherina"grandbargain" byspies. 


need for a more coherent EU 
approach," said the official, 


before the May 1 enlarge¬ 
ment deadline. 


Blast in south Russia 
kills one, injures 10 


VLADIKAVKAZ, Rus¬ 
sia—A woman was killed 
and 10 servicemen were in¬ 
jured when a car blew up on 
Tuesday in the commercial 
centre of a southern R us- 
sian town near rebel 
Chechnya, officials said. 

R ussian news agencies re- 
portedacadethadlaterdied 
in hospital, but this could 
not be confirmed. 

P oI i ce i n VI ad i kavkaz, capi¬ 
tal of N orth 0 ssetia region, 
told Reuters the car ex¬ 
ploded as a truck carrying 
police cadets passed by and 
security officials said it was 
"a terrorist act". 

"Ten people are injured, 
the driver of the truck and 
one of the cadets are in a 
very serious condition. 0 ne 
woman who waswal king past 
was killed," said a source in 
the group investigating the 


blast. "This is definitely a 
terrorist act, there were at 
least five kilos of explosive 
in the car, and probably 
more." 

Officers from the FSB— 
Russia'smain KGB succes¬ 
sor group—and Interior 
M inistry investigators were 
investigating thecauseof the 
blast. Chechen separatist 
rebels have frequently at¬ 
tacked military and civilian 
targets in and around their 
homeland where they have 
been battlingR ussian forces 
foradecadeto win indepen¬ 
dence. 

"Fragmentsof an explosive 
device have been found at 
the scene of the blast. Our 
experts are now working 
there and one of the main 
scenarios is that this was a 
terrorist act," a F SB spokes¬ 
man said. 


Priortothewar,hesaidlraq of illicit weapons. President 
George W. Bush's decision 
on M onday to set up an inde- 
ued to produce banned weap- pendent commission on U .S. 
"I think it is right that we ons. intelligence turned up the 

have a I oo k at the i ntel I i gence Foreign Secretary J ack heatonBritaintodo thesame. 

Strawtold parliamentthe in- Conservative foreign affairs 
quiry, headed byformer chief spokesman M ichael A ncram 
civil servant Lord Butler, said Blair had performed a 
would report by July, well "spectacular U-turn", 
before next year's expected 
election. However, pollsters 
said it was unlikely the in¬ 
quiry would have a major im- 


juppe stays 
in politics, 
fights 
conviction 

PARIS—Former French 
Prime M inister A lain J uppe 
announced on Tuesday he 
would remain in politics to 
fight a conviction for politi¬ 
cal corruption,sayinghehad 
done nothing worse than 
many other politicians. 
Juppe said in alive televi¬ 
sion broadcast that he was 
appealingagainsttheverdict. 
Thisallowshimto remain in 
politics temporarilyand sal¬ 
vaged President Jacques 
Chirac's hopes that hisciose 
allycould eventuallysucceed 
him. 

"I amappealingtagainstthe 
verdict) and sincetheappeal 
has the effect of suspending 
it, I continueto carry out my 
duties," Juppe, 58, toldTF1 
tel evi si on i n an i ntervi ew d u r- 
ing prime-time viewing. 

The decision ended days of 
suspense after J uppe was 
found guilty last Friday of 
using Pariscity hall fundsto 
pay party allies holding fake 
jobs in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s, when he was in 
charge of fi nancesthere and 
Chirac was Paris mayor. 

Juppe received an 18- 
month suspended sentence 
and was barred from elected 
office for 10 years. But he 
can stay on as a member of 
parliament, mayor of the 
southwestern city of Bor¬ 
deaux and head of the cen¬ 
tre-right U M P party while 
his appeal is examined. 

"I made mistakes, it'sdear. 


But an Interior M inistry 
spokesman, quoted by Itar- 
Tassnews agency,said: "Ac¬ 
cording to our preliminary 
information, a gas canister 
exploded in the car but we 
are also considering other 
versions." 

Other agencies quoted the 
ministry as saying the blast 
could have been the work of 
battling criminal groups. 


pact on Blair's election pros¬ 
pects. 

"The British public is suf¬ 
fering from Iraq fatigue. It is 
not affecting people's daily 
lives," Peter Kellner from 
pollster Y ouGov told 
Reuters. "This is an issue of 
concern to politicians, lobby¬ 
ists and the media—the chat¬ 
tering classes. I amnotsureit 
will have a vast impact on the 
next election." 

The inquiry will hear from 
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European Union: 


World Court ruling on Israel 
security fence inappropriate 


BRU SSELS—TheE uropean 
U nion does not think the 
World Court should rule on 
whether I srael's buiIding of a 
barrier in the West Bank is 
legal as it would undermine 
peace efforts in the M iddle 
East.adiplomatsaidonT ues- 


TAI PE I—Taiwan President 
Chen Shui-bian called on 
ChinaonT uesdaytosetupa 
demilitarised zone between 
the bitter rivals and swap 
envoys, proposalsunlikelyto 
winoveracommunistmain- 
land leadership bent on re¬ 
covering the island. 

U nder fire at home and 
abroad for stirring up ten¬ 
sions with Beijing, Chen 
made the proposal while 
defending plans to hold a 
referendum alongside the 
M arch 20 presidential elec¬ 
tion—a moveChinasees as 
a step towardsi ndependence 
and says could lead to war. 

"Taiwan faces the world's 
most severe missile threat. 
11 i s anti ci pated that by2005, 
communist China will have 
deployed 600 ballistic mis- 
silespointed atT aiwan, with 
their accuracy greatly en¬ 
hanced so that they can stri ke 
major military bases with 
little or no warning," Chen 
told a news conference. 

"The establishment of a 
demilitarised zone (DM Z), 
such as the removal of corn- 


day. 

Israel says it is building the 
huge barrier to stop suicide 
bombers reaching its cities, 
but Palestinians call it a land 
grab. T he U nited Nations has 
asked the I nternational Court 
ofjusticeintheHagueto rule 


bat personnel, equipment 
and deployed missiles, cre¬ 
ates a buffer zone in terms 
of time and space," he said. 
Chen did not specify where 
the zone would be. Taiwan 
holds several small islands 
in the strait dividing it from 
China and China's missiles 
are deployed mainly in the 
provinces facing the island. 
China regardsself-govern- 
ingTaiwan aspart of its ter¬ 
ritory and has been angered 
byChen'sreferendum plan. 
Some countries including 
Taipei'smain supporter, the 
United States, have 
criticised Chen's move. 

China's Foreign M inistry 
and Taiwan Affairs Office 
declined comment, but a 
Communist Party magazine 
said any military action 
against Taiwan would "re¬ 
ceive the support and sym¬ 
pathy of the international 
community" because the is¬ 
land had provoked China. 
"Striking only after the en¬ 
emy hasstruckisajust cause 
to dispatch troops," O utlook 
magazine said. 


on its legality. 

A European diplomat said 
the E U — currently under the 
presidency of Ireland—had 
sent a letter to the court say¬ 
ing an opinion from the tri bu- 
nal would be "inappropriate". 
Israel has said some 30 coun¬ 
tries have joined it in object- 
ingto theWorld Court'sright 
to rule on the legality of the 
barrier. 

"The EU believes that the 
proposed request for an A d- 
visory Opinion from the In¬ 
ternational Court of Justice 
will not help the effortsof the 
two parties to re-launch a po¬ 
litical dialogue," an attach¬ 
ment to the letter said. 

The contents of the letter 
itself have not been made 
public, buttheattachmentwas 
originally issued as an EU 
statement at the U nited N a- 
tions in December 2003. 

The court said in a state¬ 
ment on Tuesday it had re¬ 
ceived written submissions by 
aj anuary30deadlinefrom44 
U .N. member states, the Pal¬ 
estinians, as well from the 
United Nations itself, the 
Arab League and the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. The court said 
thestatementswereconfiden- 
tialatthisstagebuttheymight 
be made public when it starts 
its deliberations on February 
23 on whether Israel must 
under international law tear 
down the concrete and razor 
wire barrier. 

A court spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to give a breakdown of 
how many of the submissions 
supported oropposedthepro- 


Taiwan proposes DMZ 
with rival China 



ceedings. 

Lastweek.theU nited States 
and Britain both filed state¬ 
ments with the court support¬ 
ing Israel's objection, even 
though both countries have 
expressed concern about the 
barrier's route. One senior 
U .S. official said the barrier's 
fate should not be decided by 
theWorld Court but through 
negotiation. 

I n a separate statement, the 
co u rt sai d i t h ad rej ected a bi d 
by I srael to have an E gyptian 
judge, N abil E laraby, removed 
from the deliberations about 
the barrier. I srael had accused 
E laraby of being "actively en¬ 
gaged i n o pposi ti o n to I srael". 

Israel might oneday be will¬ 
ing to hand over some Israeli 
A rabareasto Palestinian rule 
in exchange for J ewish settle¬ 
ments in the West Bank, a 
senior Israeli official said on 
T uesday. 

The suggestion was floated 
the day after Prime M inister 
A riel Sharon stunned friends 
and foes by saying thej ewish 
state could relinquish J ewish 


settlements in the Gaza Strip. 
A spokesmanforSharonsaid 
that if there was any shift in 
the border it would be done 
only by mutual consent and 
not through unilateral sepa¬ 
ration stepsthat I srael isplan- 
ning if talks with the Palesti n- 
iansfail.A prominent Israeli 
Arab parliamentarian de¬ 
nounced the idea because he 
said itequated hiscommunity 
with settlers in occupied terri¬ 
tories. 

Arabs make up almost 20 
percentof I srael'spopulation, 
butfriction has been rife with 
J ews during more than three 
years of conflict with the Pal¬ 
estinians. There is growing 
concern among J ews that the 
balance isshifting in favour of 
A rabs because of their much 
higher birth rate. 

"It was suggested that, con- 
sidering the demographic 
problems facing Israel, inthe 
context of an agreement with 
the Palestinian entity, it will 
ask to move the border so that 
the entity will have full juris¬ 
diction over the peoplethere," 


said Sharon's spokesman, 
Ranaan Gissin. "In return, 
Israel would extend itself to 
those clusters of J ewish com- 
munities in Judea and 
Samaria (the West Bank), in 
order to establish a demo¬ 
graphic balance." 

A hmed Tibi, an Israeli A rab 
lawmaker, rejected the pro¬ 
posal. "Thisplan isverydan- 
gerous, immoral and 
uncivilised. We do not accept 
being dealt with as settlers. 
Theissueofsettlersshouldbe 
sorted by international law 
because their existence is ille¬ 
gal," he told Reuters. "We 
are not a chess piece that can 
be moved from one place to 
another according to the lik¬ 
ing of Israeli officials." 

A Ithough I sraeli A rabs com¬ 
plain of discrimination in Is¬ 
rael, they are much better off 
financially there than they 
might be in the West Bank, 
where the per capita G D P is 
by some estimates less than 
one twentieth of that for an 
Israeli. 


Europe joins the race to put a man on Mars 


LONDON —A European 
could step out onto thesur- 
face of M ars within three 
decades, under European 
Space Agency (ESA) plans 
spelled out on Tuesday. 

The plans are more pre¬ 
cise than the broad U .S. 
goalsofsendinga man back 
to the moon by 2020 and to 
M ars by 2030, revealed last 
month by PresidentG eorge 
W. Bush. 

"We think it istechnically 
feasible to have a manned 
mission to the moon be¬ 
tween 2020 and 2025 and 
then to M ars between 2030 
and 2035," said Franco 
O ngaro, project manager of 
the E SA 'sfledgling A urora 
space exploration 
programme. 

"We need to go back to 
the moon before we can go 
to M ars," he told an audi¬ 
ence of space sci enti sts, aca- 


demicsand industrialists. 

"None of the people who 
worked on the A polio 
programme are around 
now. W e need to learn how 
to wal k before we can run," 
he added. Ongaro denied 
there wasopen competition 
with the U .S. space agency 
NASA, and said he ex¬ 
pected the A mericans, E u- 
ropeansand Russians—all 
of whom have M artian 
goals—to beincontactwith 
each other. 

U nder ESA plans, there 
will be a mission in 2007 to 
test a vehicle that can with¬ 
stand far higher re-entry 
speedsthancurrentlyexpe- 
rienced by those returning 
fromthemoon.Thiswill be 
followed two years later by 
ExoM ars, a robot mission 
to M ars in search of life- 
past and present—and in 
2014 by a mission to bring 


M artian material back to 
earth. 

Colin Pillinger, the chief 
scientist behind the missing 
Beagle 2 M ars probe that 
was supposed to land on 
the planet on Christmasday 
but was never heard from, 
said it was crucial to find 
out if there was life there 
before a human arrives. 
"Y ou can sterilise a robot. 
Butyoucannotdothesame 
to an astronaut. Inevitably 
a human will introduce mi¬ 
crobes to the planet and 
contaminate it," hetoldthe 
meeting. 

Having established 
whether there is or was life 
on M ars and proved the 
landing, take-off and re- 
entrytechnology, E SA then 
plans within a decade to 
send a manned mission to 
the moon to test new life- 
support systems. Itwill also 


look closely at the physi¬ 
ological and psychological 
aspects of long duration 
space missions—a worth¬ 
while round trip to Mars 
would take nearly four 
years. 

By 2026 the manned mis¬ 
sion to the Red Planet will 
be nearly ready—with a fi¬ 
nal robot mission to repli¬ 
cate the trip and testall the 
technologies—followed in 
2030 by a cargo mission car¬ 
rying supplies ahead of the 
manned shot. Then, if ev¬ 
erything goes according to 
plan, in 2033 the ESA's 
manned M arsshotwiII take 
off. 

"Thisisa roadmap, a plan 
and plans change. But this 
is the most exciting space 
adventure," O ngaro said. 
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Next North Korea nuclear 
talks set for February 25 


SEOUL-North Korea said 
on Tuesday it would resume 
talks over its nuclear arms 
ambitionsin Beijingon Feb. 
25 with the U nited States, 
Chinaandneighboringcoun- 
tries. 

Thedateforasecond round 
of talks was given after 
months of intensive shuttle 
diplomacy si nee the first six- 
party session ended without 
progressinAugust.Theother 
three participants are Rus- 
sia,J apan and South Korea. 
China responded to North 
Korea's announcement by 
saying it hoped for substan¬ 
tial resultsand a "written con¬ 
sensus" this time. A senior 
Russian official said he did 
not expect a breakthrough 
but the talks could still be 
useful. 


ISLAMABAD-The father 
of Pakistan's atomic bomb 
acted independently in sell¬ 
ing nuclear secrets to Iran, 
Libya and North Korea, the 
military said on Tuesday, de- 
nyingthetradecontinued un¬ 
der the current government. 
Officialssaid on M ondaythat 
Abdul Qadeer Khan, a na¬ 
tional hero since helping Pa¬ 
kistan test the Islamic world's 
first nuclear bomb in 1998, 
had confessed to selling 
nuclear secrets to the three 
countries, lifting the lid on 
one of the biggest prolifera¬ 
tion scandals in history. 

The probe is potentiallyem- 
barrassing for President 
Pervez M usharraf, the army 
chief who took power in a 
1999 coup and became a key 
allyof Washington in its"war 
on terror". 

M onday's New Y ork Times 
quoted U .S.officialsas saying 
nuclear aid flowed to North 
K orea unti 12002 and to L ibya 
last year. On Tuesday, the 
Washington Post quoted a 
friend of Khan as saying the 
scientist told investigators he 
gave North Korea nuclear 
know-how with theknowledge 
of senior military command¬ 
ers, including M usharraf. 

M iIitary spokesman M ajor- 
General Shaukat Sultan dis¬ 
missed both charges, saying it 
was M usharraf who put in 
place safeguards against pro¬ 
liferation. "No such activity 
has taken place since the 
Nuclear Command Author¬ 
ity came into being in Febru- 
ary 2000,” he said, adding: 
"Before the establishment of 
the command authority, A .Q. 


South Korea said it hoped 
to set up a working group to 
tackle technical issues. 

"The D PR K and the U .S., 
the major parties concerned 
to the six-way talks, and 
China, the host country, 
agreed to resume the next 
round of the six-way talks 
from February 25 after hav¬ 
ing a series of discussions," 
the North's KCNA news 
agency said. D PR K standsfor 
the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea, North 
Korea's official name. 

"We hope that these talks 
will be successful," U .S. Sec¬ 
retary of State Colin Powell 
said in Washington on Tues¬ 
day. He did not elaborate. 

The United States wants 
North Korea to commit by 
the end of the next round to 


K han wasfully autonomous." 

Diplomats and analysts be¬ 
lieve Khan could not have 
acted without the knowledge 
of the military, which kept 
close tabs on the nuclear 
programme and guarded the 
scientist himself. 

A senior military official told 
local journalists on Sunday 
Khan had made a detailed 
statement confessing to sup¬ 
plying designs, hardware and 
materials used to make en¬ 
riched uranium for atomic 
bombs to Iran, Libya and 
North Korea. 

K han isreported to have said 
he was acting on the indirect 
instructions of two former 
army chiefs, Generals A slam 
Beg and J ehangir Karamat, a 
claim Sultan said had been 
assessed and found wrong. 
"He wasfully autonomous in 
decision-making. H e had the 
full authority to use the bud¬ 
get and was given that free¬ 
dom to ensure theprogramme 
wenton unhindered. Probably 
he has breached that trust, 
that is what one can say." 

Sultan said that until 2000, 
Khan was answerable only to 
the president, but the presi¬ 
dent was unaware of all his 
activities. 


dismantlingany nuclear arms 
programmes. Washington 
has offered then to layout in 
detail howitcouldguarantee 
not to attack the state Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush called 
part of an "axis of evil" with 
Iran and pre-war Iraq. 

O ne U .S. official suggested 
that Washington and Beijing 
had agreed to hold the new 
roundoftalksdespiteuncer- 
taintyaboutwhethertheywill 
resu It i n a statement i n whi ch 
Pyongyang would agree to 
abandon any nuclear weap- 
onsprograms. Asked if there 
would be a statement, a U .S. 
official said: "What the six 
partieshavedone—primarily 
the United States and 
China—is agreed to finesse 
it." 

"Theaimhereisto get some 
kind of clear commitment to 
dismantle and we are pre¬ 
pared to offer security assur- 
ancesin exchange," headded. 
"Thatistheagreed-upon de- 
si red outcome, as opposed to 
an agreed-upon statement." 
N o rth K o rea h as offered to 
freeze its nuclear acti vities i n 
exchange for energy aid and 
diplomatic recognition from 
theU nited States as the first 
step in resolvingthedispute. 
The crisis erupted in Octo¬ 
ber 2002 when U .S. officials, 
includingchief North Korea 
negotiator James Kelly, re¬ 
ported that North Korean 
officials had told them at a 
meeting Pyongyang was pur¬ 
suing a clandestine nuclear 
armsprogramme. N orth K o- 
reahassincedeniedtheU .S. 
account but Kelly reiterated 
last month there had been no 
ambiguity at the meeting. 
Other officials have said the 
U .S. case is based on the in¬ 
telligence that prompted the 
North'sinitial admission. 

O n M onday, Pakistani offi¬ 
cials said the father of 
Pakistan'satomic bomb had 
admitted to selling nuclear 
secretsto N o rth K o rea as wel I 
as to Libya and Iran. 

Chinese Foreign M inistry 
spokeswoman Z hang Q iyue 
responded to Pyongyang's 
announcement of the talks 
by saying Beijing hoped they 
would produceawritten con¬ 
sensus. "The conditions for 
talks are there," she told re¬ 
porters. "We hope they can 
achieve substantial results." 


Pakistan Armyi 


Nuclear scientist 
dealt independently 



Turkish rescue workers carry a survivor Sabiha Akpinar on 
a stretcher Tuesday after she was pulled out from the 
rubble of a 10-storey apartment block which collapsed in 
Konya, central Turkey. 


Diggers brought in to 
collapsed building 


KONYA, Turkey—Rescue 
workers brought in heavy 
equipment on Tuesday to 
help search for dozens of 
people feared trapped in the 
rubble of a 10-storey apart¬ 
ment block that collapsed in 
centralT urkeykillingatleast 
15. 

A much higher toll was 
feared since as many as 120 
people may have been i nside 
the modern 36-apartment 
building which came down 
on M onday night in a well- 
to-do district of the city of 
Konya, 250 km (155 miles) 
south of the capital A nkara. 

R escue workers have been 
using bare hands to dig 
through tightly packed layers 
of crumpled concrete to 
search for survivors. 

Turkish media said 30 in¬ 
jured had been pulled out, 
several hoursaftertheywere 
trapped. But with night fall¬ 
ing again, Konya mayor 
M ustafaOzkafasaidheavier 
help was needed. 

" B ecau se we a re su re there 
are no survivors on the top 
twofloorsof the building, we 
will movetheruinsfromthere 
with machines and continue 
ourwork," hetold A natolian 
news agency. 

Rescue workers said any- 
oneonthelowerfloorsofthe 
building had a very small 
chance of survival. "We're 
coming across many bodies 
but our priority isto find sur¬ 
vivors, so we're not doing 
anything about the dead at 
the moment," rescuer H akan 
Korkut earlier told 
Anatolian. 

As the first victims were 
buried, recriminations 
started overwhytherelatively 
new building crashed to the 


ground. Officials blamed 
shoddy construction, al¬ 
though some witnesses said 
they had heard an explosion. 
A seniorfi reofficer said the 
fabricofthebuildingwasvery 
bad quality. "There is hardly 
any concrete, all sand," he 
told private news channel 
NTV. 

Poor building standards 
have often been blamed in 
T urkeyfor bui Idi ngcollapses 
and theoften disproportion¬ 
ately high death toll from 
earth tremors in the quake- 
pronecountry,buthardlyany 
builders or developers have 
ever been convicted. Prime 
M inister Tayyip E rdogan 
promised tough action. 


Brazil rains 
leave tens 
of thousands 
homeless 

BRASILIA, Brazil — 
M udslides and floods have 
forced more than 40,000 
Brazilians to leave their 
homes and killed 84 since 
heavy rains began in late 
December, civil defense au¬ 
thorities said on T uesday. 
President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva is to visit areas of 
Brazil's usually parched 
northeast on Wednesday 
where entire communities 
have been submerged by 
rains which have caused 18 
deathsnationwidesinceFri- 
day. 

Wealthy Sao Paulo state 
has also been hit hard, 29 
people killed bytheweather 
and 16 bridges destroyed. 
M otorists have been swept 
away after highways turned 
into rivers. 

Brazil dependson summer 
rai nsto grow coffee, oranges 
and sugar butthisyear'srain- 
fall has been unusually high 
dueto coldfrontsthatswept 
into the country and failed 
to budge. Torrential rains 
have hammered the entire 
coastal and central-west re¬ 
gions of Brazil and turned 
areas of the parched N orth- 
east into lakes. 

R ains are expected to con- 
tinue. The government is 
scramblingto rescuepeople 
trapped in towns that have 
become islands, house 
people in schools and shel¬ 
ters and tend to dozens of 
injured. 
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Furnished 2 bedroom for rent. 

rent includes water & electricity. 
Price $800 p/m. Available until 
Augustl,2004. Contact: 5229159. 





SuperBikes&carsN.V.Suzuki 
Forenza 4D: Color silver, yr. 
2004, Engine: 4cyl ,2 ol 126hp 
M ileage: new,Trans.: Aut„ Price 
$14,999. Financing avail¬ 
able. Call Fadi: 5442779 
or at: www.sxmcar.com. 


1992LexusES300.Goodcondition. 

$4,500. call 5557335. Price 
negotiable 

For sale parts! M azda 323, 2000 
model. Call Randy: 5569810. 

Sale, Sale, Sale.2000ToyotaCelica 
GT, silvercolour$10,800. Oneweek 
only, dontletthis deal go. Call now 
for viewing and test drive, car is 
located across from Food World. 
Call: 5579466. 



1999 Dodge Durango, V8, special 
edition, red, automatic, leather 
seats, cd player, powerwindows/ 
locks, magrims. Ingood condition. 
$16,995orbestoffer. Call: 5221502 
(Serious persons only.) 


For Sale: 1992 Nissan Flatbed 
tow truck, blue. 1994lsuzutruck, 
red & white. 2000 125CC 
Scooters. Call: 5420606 or 
5579905. 



For sale: 2002 Rav 4, pnce 
$16,000., 4 door, black, excellent 
condition. Call0416-3293after5pm 
only 



For Sale: Citroen ZX Break, 1995 
standard, red. In perfect condition 
$2,800. Laser sailboat! Complete 
$700. Ingoodcondition. Greatfun! 
Call: 5452411 or5444760 (Rob or 
Conny) 


Suzuki lgnis:Silver, almost new, 
23000 miles, pucharsed in 2002, 
mintcondition.onlydealererviced, 
lady driven, standard. $8,700, Call: 
5569658. 


For Sale: Imprt & Export N.V. 
with license. Good forimportand 
distribution of supermarket prod¬ 
ucts. $5,000. Call: 09-5407973. 


DVD movies for sale, great re¬ 
leases, great prices. Free delivery. 
Call: 5557611or(00590)690540991. 
4000W gasgenerator, ow oil shut 
off, outlet 110V-220V $400. Office 
desk, 3 drawers $40. Used bed- 
regulator, 2 second stages $100 
together. M assagetablewithsepa- 
rate headrest $140. Call: 5512845. 


Pelican Key: Fullyfumished3bedr, 
3 bath house. Washer/dryer. Sea 
view. Call: 5579493. 

Mary's Fancy: 1 bedr apartment, 
beautifully furnished, water in¬ 
cluded, great view $1,000. Call 
Frankie: 5574165. 

2- Two bedroom apartments in 
Cay Hill. Great view, secured, in a 
quiet neighbourhood. Availablefor 
rent$700. p/m. Contact: 5574474 
or5577385. 


Fiberglass swimming pool 
forsale: 24feetx8feetx5feet. 
Complete with accessories, 
ready to install. Call: 5234582 
forinfo. 


IM 


for rent in private villa. Ocean 
front rooms w ith private entrance, 
pool, all new furnishings, maidser- 
vice, A/C, long & short term. Call 
Karen: 5231094/5511170. 

larmony@hotmail.com 
Pointe Blanche: 15 Pigeon Road. 
3bedr,2bath, pool.fullyfumished, 
standby generator, great ocean 
view. $2,500. p/m. Informationcall: 
5571271. 


: Largeflatprop- 
erty 2 bedr, 1 bath, garage 
1325M 2 $275,OOO.CayHill: Nice 
view, 3 bedr, 2 bath, parking 
$280,000. Marys Fancy: New 
house, 3 bedr, 3 bath, pool, 
generator $450,000. M ary's 
fancy: 3 bedr, 2 bath + 1 bedr 
apartment$300,000. SoUr. Re¬ 
ward: 3 bedr, 2 bath, small 
pool, garage $240,000. Cole 
Bay: Closeto Rams, 3 bedr, 2V2 
bath, garage, large property 
$270,000.Alsodifferentproper- 
ties forsaleand house foment. 
H»L N V MrLJ Gumbs tel/ 
fax 5484916 or call 5226513. 
eirojsribbemjinl<up@^hoo.ccm 


j: Commercial lotfor 
saleatunbeatable price. 4918M 2 
$614,750. not negotiable, next 
to Vineyard building, direct 
access from w.g. buncamper 
road. Call now or never. 
5225131. Thante. 


PointeBlanche: 3 bedrooms, pool, 
fullyfumished, generator. Available 
Feb 1st. Info call: 5571271. 

Pointe Blanche: Nice 1 bedr 
fumis hed apartment. N 0 pets. $700 
p/m. Email Charlie at: 
ccathere@aol.com 
Pelican Key: Owner rent Town 
house, 2 bedr, 2 baths, A/C, fully 
furnished, large terrace, full ocean 
view, parking, swimming pool 
$1900. Call:5444734or0690620829 
Pelican Key: Apartemnt 2 bedr, 
largecovered terrace,A/C, furnished 
$1,100. House 2 bed, 2bath, large 
covered deck, beautiful view + sun 
roof,fumishedorunfumished,A/C. 
$1,750. Call: 5443361. 


4 storey building. Zoutsteeg #3, 
Philipsburg. Floors land2, currently 
government offices, modem split 
level, one2 bedreondo and two 2 
bedrapartments/offices onthe3rd 
floor. Fully rented. At comer of 
Cannegieter St Selling at cost. 
$875,000. Call: 141. 

Guana Bay Estate: Ivory Shell 
Drive, 4 bedr, 3 bath main house 
and 3 separate rental houses on 2.4 
acre valuable estate land. Short 
wal kto quietsecluded beach, large 
horse corral, underground utilities 
and cisterns. Excellent rental 
income. $700,000. or best offer. 
Call: 5444007. 


Belain 4 bedr, 3l/2 bath, kiddie 
pool+scandinavi an tubon wooden 
deck, great ocean view. Serious 
saleinquiries possible. Also house- 
holditemsonsale. Call 

54-24332 after3pm 
Middle Region: One large one 
bedr apt., furnished, quiet area, 
parking.$500 p/m. LocationM iddle 
Region. Formoreinfocall: 5528954 


1 , across from big 
resort. Perfect for bar, pub or res¬ 
taurant, ormaybe very nice office. 
Approx 120 M 2 . $1,800 p/m. Call: 
5443524. steve@stmartin.com 
Beacon Hill: Apartmentforrent, 1 
bedr, furnished $600 p/m. Call: 
5520961._ 

Beacon Hill: 2 bedr apartment, 
upstairs and downstairs. $900fur- 
nished. $1,100 unfurnished. Call: 
5528288 or5423126_ 

Beacon Hill: 2 bed apt. for rent A/ 
C Sparking lot Furnished: $1200. 
Unfurnished: $850. Tel. 522-5139/ 
544-3592_ 

Oyster Pond: Lovely 1 bedr cot¬ 
tage, furnished, private entrance/ 
parking, terrace, Atlanticview, own 
garden, nice area, amenities 
nearby.$785 p/m renewable, lyear 
minimum. Call Karen: 5231094 or 
5511770. Larmony @ 
sintmaarten.net or larmony 
@ hotmail.com 

Apartmentforrent: 2bedr, lbath, 
A/C, unfurnished $750. 2 bedr, 1 
bath, unfurnished $670.2 bedr, 1 
bath (fridge + stove) A/C, semi- 
fumished $850. 4 bedr, 2 bath, 
furnished $1,800. 3 bedr, 2 bath 
furnished $1,500. Call: 5230717after 
12:00 noon. 

Furnished 1 bedr apartment in 

Saunders, private entrance, great 
view. $1,000. p/m. Furnished stu¬ 
dio apartment in Cole Bay, terrace 
on lagoonside, common pool $750 
p/m. For more information please 
call: 5570683._ 

Big 2 bedroom apartment, quiet 
neighbourhood $600. Big 2 bedr, 
furnished, walk-in closet, balcony 
with panoramieview, quiet Sclean 
environment $900. 1 small bedr 
apartment $300. Call: 5555319. 


Young lady looking forpart-time/ 
full-time job. Call 5557151 

Young lady early 30'slookingfor 

part-timejoD.Telephoneoperator/ 
Receptionist orSales Lady in jew¬ 
elry store or boutque. Preferable 
from 8am - 1pm. Please call 54- 
27137 from 7pm-8pm. 


Females only! looking for decent 
female roomatetosharefumished 
apartment. Immediately available. 
You contribution $200. Call now 
5561294 


Reliable young man is looking 

for an evening job as a waiter, 
barback, busser or kitchen staff. 
Call: 5557611. 


mam 


Looking to buy a house around 

$400,000. in Pelican, Simpson Bay, 
BeaconHillorAlmond Grove. Down 
payment of $200,000. possible, 
private rest financing for 5 years 
needed. Please call: 5225131. 


Young energetic, hard working 
ladies are looking for a job as a 
cleaner, baby sitting the old and 
young, washing, ironing, maidfull- 
timeorpart-time, kitchen help. Call: 
5593727. 



The VitaO ne M ulti nutrition pack. 

New standard forbetterliving, one 
packet a day delivers the vitamins, 
minerals, antioxidants, 
concentrated green nutrients, 
enzymes and essential fatty acids 
yourbodyneeds.Call: 5528991. 
Electric repairs of big screen tv's 
andall othersizes, stereaamplifiers 
Sstereoset, microwaves, motors, 
veris, etc., etc. Also electronical 
installation. Call: 5563626. We pick¬ 
up and deliver also. 

<Check This Out> Pro- G.E.D. 
testing, Wed & Friday mornings. 
G.E.D. class beginning Feb2,2004. 
Call: 5523461 foran appointment. 


Push for Americas trade 
deal by January ZOOS 


PU E B LA, M exico— N ations 
negotiating a free trade pact 
for the A mericas have moved 
a step closer to bridging their 
differences and signing a pact 
by early 2005, M exican 
Economy M inister Fernando 
Canales said on Tuesday. 

A proposal from the U nited 
States, Canada, Chile, Costa 
Rica and Mexico was pre¬ 
sented to the South American 
M ercosur trade bloc in recent 
days and addresses points of 
contention, including export 
subsidies, government pro¬ 
curement, services and invest¬ 
ment. 

The proposal was put for¬ 
ward in the M exican city of 
Puebla on Tuesday, as was 
another plan by Mercosur 
nations,A rgentineT radeSec- 
retary Martin Redrado told 
reporters. 

While differences remain 
between the five nations and 
the M ercosur bloc, "this her¬ 
alds an intermediate point of 
consensus that would signal 
an important advance," 
Canales told reporters at a 
meeting of nations negotiat¬ 
ing the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas, or FTAA, 
agreement. 

Trade officials began meet¬ 
ing in Puebla thisweek to map 
plans for the agreement 
among 34 Western Hemi¬ 
sphere countries by January 
2005. "We are committed to 
the J anuary 2005 date," said 
Redrado. "Nothing has 
changed." 

N egotiationsran into trouble 
when some countries, includ- 
ing the U nited States, pushed 
for a more comprehensive 
agreement while others, par¬ 
ticularly B razil and A rgentina, 
worried about giving up too 
much to U .S. interests. 


This week's meeting is the 
first high-level gathering to 
workontheFTAA sincetrade 
officials from participating 
countries met in M iami in 
November and agreed on a 
two-tiered approach for fin¬ 
ishing the FTAA. 

Argentina's Redrado said 
M ercosur nations were push¬ 
ing for more trade liberaliza¬ 
tion for goods produced in 
the A mericas. "The proposal 
from the U nited States, 
M exico and Canada is more 
restrictive than ours," hesaid. 

The Brazilian government 
hasurged A ndean nationsnot 
to enter a free-trade deal un¬ 
less the U nited States scales 
backtariffsanddomesticsub- 
sidies that protect U .S. farm¬ 
ers from competitive Latin 
American producers. 

"The United States has al¬ 
ready shown some positive 
movement in this area," said 
Redrado. "Export subsidies 
in the hemisphere will be 
eliminated." 

A statement by Brazil called 
for a "harmonious, construc¬ 
tive and successful" meeting 
in Puebla, suggesting it may 
now be more open to com¬ 
pleting an FTAA agreement. 
Redrado said the two sides 
have also come together on 
theissuesof intellectual prop¬ 
erty rights, competition poli¬ 
cies, resolution of controver¬ 
sies and anti-dumping. 

One participant in Mexico 
said officials expect to for¬ 
mally agreeon three points by 
the close of the meeting on 
Friday: a common set of rules 
and obligations for all 34 na¬ 
tions; a definition of proce¬ 
dures for second-tier nego¬ 
tiations of multilateral agree¬ 
ments; and a negotiating 
schedule. 


Who didn't?" he said. "I 
would just like to remind 
people that over a period of 
20yearsall partieshadprob- 
lemsinorganisingtheirfund- 
ing, all of them. M any were 
convicted but not all." 

"M y first reaction was to 
turn the page straight away 
(and quit)," hesaid. But af¬ 
ter some reflection, he had 
concluded: "I believel don't 
deserve it. I think it (the ver¬ 
dict) is too severe." 

J uppesaid he had been en¬ 
couraged by a flood of e- 
mailsand mobiletelephone 
text messages backing him, 
in addition to the support 
received from politicians 
from Chiracdown wards, but 
he had taken the decision on 
his own to stay in politics. 

Chirac praised J uppe on 
M onday as a "politician of 
exceptional quality" and said 


France needed such men. 
J uppe is widely regarded as 
the man Chirac would I ike to 
succeed him if he does not 
seek a th i rd term i n th e 2007 
presidential election. 

H is decision heads off a 
likely power struggle and 
chaos in the centre-right 
U M P party just two months 
before regional elections 
which are widely seen as a 
test of the conservative 
government's performance 
since it took office in 2002. 
"M anylabourorganisations 
used what is rightly or 
wronglycalled fakejobs. N ot 
all of them were convicted. 
It's me who's 'carrying the 
can’," hesaid. "That’sokay 
andthelawmustapplytome 
just like anyone else but I 
think it's fair for me to say 
this is a bit too much." 


JUPPE 


Continued from page21 




























































































Ford, GM 
post weaker 
sales as 
cold hurts 

DETROIT—General Motors 
Corp. and Ford M otorCo.on 
Tuesday posted surprisingly 
weak U.S. vehicle sales for 
J anuaryasanagingcar lineup 
and cold weather hurt results, 
but Nissan scored a 26 per¬ 
cent jump, helped by its new 
SUV and pickup. 

Wall Street analysts had ex¬ 
pected that the strengthen! ng 
U .S. economy and high in¬ 
centives would push U .S. ve¬ 
hicle sales up from last year, 
when the run-up to the I raq 
war kept consumers on edge. 
But Paul Ballew, GM 'shead 
of industry analysis, said that 
industry sales will likely be 
flat against last J anuary's an¬ 
nual rate of 16.1 million ve¬ 
hicles. Consumers turned a 
cold shoulder to car sales af¬ 
ter the col d weather kept them 
away from dealerships in 
many parts of the country. 

"There's been no question 
that there's been some sales 
opportunities lost in the 
Northeast because of the 
weather. Nothing dramatic, 
butdefinitelyan impact," said 
J ed Connelly, senior vice 
president of sales and mar¬ 
keting for Nissan North 
America. 

The mantra inside GM is 
"Fast Start in '04,” company 
officials said last month, but 
the automaker's passenger 
vehicle sales dropped 1.8 per¬ 
cent to 294,745 carsand trucks 
in J anuary, excluding its Saab 
brand. A naIysts had expected 
GM salestobeupasmuchas 
5 percent. 

Ford salesfor its U .S. brands 
fell 9.7 percent in J anuary to 
212,449 cars and trucks. Sales 
percentage change figuresare 
ad j u sted to acco untfor 26sell- 
ing days in J anuary vs. 25 last 
year. 


BEIJ IN G —China istryingto 
revive its downtrodden rust 
belt in the northeast with a 
"blood transfusion" of 
around $7.4 billion, backed 
by a new bank, state media 
said on Tuesday. 

The northeastern provi nces, 
home to 110 million people, 
were once the crown jewel of 
industry under China's cen¬ 
trally planned economy. But 
market reforms begun in the 
late 1970s have led to the 
collapse of state firms in the 
region, leading to sporadic 
protests by laid-off workers 
and mountains of bad loans 
at state banks that had lent 
heavily according to govern¬ 
ment directives. 

Half of the 100 planned 


B R U SSE L S— Low-cost air¬ 
line R yanai r was ordered on 
T uesdayto repay millions of 
eurosin Belgian subsidies, a 
decision itscombativeCEO 
slammed as a disaster for 
budget travel and traffic- 
starved regional airports. 
The European Commission 
decided some of the hand¬ 
outs paid to use Charleroi 
airport broke EU law and 
Ryanair will have to return 
aboutfourmillion of 15 mil¬ 
lion eurosin state aid. 

Transport Commissioner 
Loyola de Palacio said the 
airline had to respect the 
rulesofthegamebut insisted 
thedecisionwouldfavourthe 
low-cost industry. 

Stock markets were more 
positive than Ryanair chief 
M ichael O'Leary, at one 
point sending the firm's 
shares up more than 10 per¬ 
cent. O ne trader said B rus- 
sels had only given the com- 


projectswouldbeinoneprov- 
ince, L iaoning, which needed 
about 44.2 billion yuan ($5.3 
billion), the China Daily re¬ 
ported. "Liaoning province 
was the biggest recipient of 
thefirst round of blood trans¬ 
fusion," itsaid. 

The government, keen to 
tackle a growi ng gap between 
rich and poorto sustain long¬ 
term growth, launched the 
revival plan after President 
H uj intao and Premier Wen 
Jiabao took office in March. 
A bout 11.2 billion yuan would 
be invested in 37 projects in 
Heilongjiangprovinceandsix 
billion yuan would go to start 
11 projects in J ilin province, 
the newspaper said. 

A spokesman for the State 


O'Leary said he would ap¬ 
peal to the E uropean courts, 
and the Walloon region 
which ownsCharleroi said it 
could follow suit. But rivals 
E asyj et and V i rgi n E xpress 
welcomed the ruling as cre¬ 
ating a more level airfield. 
"Ami the good guy? Abso¬ 
lutely. A retheythebad guys? 
They're the evil empire if 
this is the kind of decision 
theycomeupwith," O'Leary 
told a news conference. 
"Thisdecision confirmsthat 
the European Commission 
i ntendsto i ncrease costs and 
air fares for consumers," he 
declared, sitting in front of a 
day-gloyellowbackdropem- 
blazonedwith"EU banslow 
fares!" in black letters to 
hammer home his point. 
Ryanairand otherlow-cost 
carriers have changed the 
face of E uropean travel fly- 
ingtoobscureairportsatrock 


Development and Reform 
Commission said the super¬ 
ministry would make an an¬ 
nouncement on the new 
p roj ects" i n t h e n ea r f u tu re", 
but declined to give details. 

Xu Hongyuan, an econo¬ 
mist attheStatel nformation 
Centre, a government think 
tank, said thecentral govern¬ 
ment was likely to pump 
about 10billion yuan into the 
projects, with the rest com¬ 
ing from local governments, 
banks and even foreign in- 
vestors.Theprojectsinduded 
petrochemical and raw ma¬ 
terials to help improve the 
region'scompetitiveness, ac¬ 
cording to state media. 


bottom fares. Charleroi air¬ 
port, i n a decl i n i ng steel town 
south of B russelswith 20 per¬ 
cent unemployment, gets a 
million passengers a year. 

O'L eary said the EU ruling 
would stymiethistrend. "The 
result of thisdecision is that 
the European Commission 
will prevent publicly owned 
airportscompetingwith pri¬ 
vately owned airports," he 
said. 

The Commission mounted 
a fierce defence. D e Palacio 
said the Commission wasal- 
lowingthecarriertokeepup 
to 75 percent of themoneyit 
gotfrom Charleroi. O'Leary 
described theamountof the 
repayment in a Reuters in- 
tervi ew as" i mmateri a I". 

De Palacio estimated the 
decision could force Ryanair 
to increase ticket prices by 
sixto eight eurosfor a return 
fare, but O'Leary said the 
rise would be double that 
amount. 


AMSTERDAM — Global 
sales of mobile phones ex¬ 
ceeded even the most bullish 
expectationsin 2003and mar¬ 
ket researchers said on Tues¬ 
day the handset industry will 
enjoy an even better 2004 as 
new, fancy models catch on. 
M obile phone sales to con¬ 
sumers topped 510 million 
units in 2003 and will exceed 
560 million units in 2004, ac¬ 
cording to the big three re¬ 
search groups that track the 
world's biggest consumer 
electronics segment of mo¬ 
bile handsets: Gartner 
Dataquest, I DC and Strat¬ 
egy Analytics. 

"It isan exceptionally strong 
market. It's much stronger 
than the handset makers 
themselves have indicated," 
said Gartner analyst Ben 
Wood. 

M ost handset makers said 
the total market was around 
460 million units in 2003, 
while market researchers 
themselves had expected 500 
million, up from around 420 
million in 2002. 

11 is the f i rst year si nee 2000 
that handset demand rose 
more than 10 percent as the 
sector strove to cater to both 
emerging markets and 
choosier customers in rich 
economies. Cellphone pro¬ 
ducers are now benefiting 
fromboomingemergingmar- 
ketssuch asC hina, India, B ra- 
zil and Russia, where they 
sell relativelycheap handsets 
to first-ti me buyers, as wel I as 
from existingcustomersin the 
U nited States, Europe, Ja¬ 
pan and South Korea, who 
are replacing old models. 
Japan is leading this trend. 
Two years after the world's 
first third-generation mobile 
networks were launched 
there, consumers are now 
embracing services such as 
video conferencing on mod¬ 
els with built-in cameras and 


large colour screens. 

I n North America and West¬ 
ern Europe, consumers are 
also ditchingtheir old mono¬ 
chrome modelsforthose with 
colour displays and cameras, 
but use less-advanced data 
services such as picture mes¬ 
saging becau se n etwo r ks h ave 
not been upgraded. 
Smartphones, which feature 
calendars, email, pictures, 
music and other services in 
one device, were one of the 
fastest growing new catego¬ 
ries, I DC said. Worldwide 
shipments for 2003 rose 182 
percentto 9.6million devices. 

Strategy A nalytics was the 
most bullish in its 2004fore¬ 
cast, estimatingshipmentsof 
585 million units this year, 
but analysts said that most 
gainsfrom record shipments 
are wiped out by fierce price 
pressure. T he world's top six 
vendors still take about 80 
percentof the global market, 
but aggressive Asian rivals, 
many of which are based in 
China, putpressureon prices 
and are gaining market share, 
Strategy A nalytics found. 

The losers were market 
leader Nokia from Finland, 
whose 2003 market share 
sli pped 0.3 percentage poi nts 
to 34.8 percent, and U.S.- 
based numbertwo M otorola, 
whose share dropped to 14.5 
percent from 16.3 percent, 
Strategy A nalytics said. 

South Korea's Samsung 
Electronics gained one per¬ 
centage poi ntto 10.8percent. 
Germany's Siemens closed 
the year at 8.4 percent, up 
from 8.2 percent as it had a 
stellar fourth quarter. 

SouthKorea'sLG andjapa- 
nese-Swedish joint venture 
SonyEricsson battled forthe 
number five spot as both 
closed 2003 with a 5.3 per¬ 
cent market share. LG how¬ 
ever wasthefastest grower in 
the top six, while Sony 
Ericsson just managed to 
hold on to last year's market 
share. 

The vendors themselves 
have given different market 
shares which are usually 
higher than those of market 
research firms. One of the 
reasons is that they under¬ 
play the total size of the mar¬ 
ket, which gives them a rela¬ 
tively larger chunk. 

Gartner said mobilephones 
continued to sell well, even 
afterthepeak C hristmasholi- 
daysellingseason."We'renot 
seeing any let-up in demand. 
Over Chinese New Year (in 
late January) we continued 
to see strong sales to con¬ 
sumers. There is some sea¬ 
sonality and the first quarter 
isnotgoingto be as strong as 
the fourth, but some manu¬ 
facturers are still struggling 
to meetdemand," W ood said. 


Stock Market Report 

Key Stock Movements February 3 2004 



TOKYO 

FRANKFURT _ 

(Jan 23/04) (Mar 12/03) 

London Currency Fixing Rates February 3 2004 
Following are the middle exchange rates 
for leading currencies against the dollar: 


Euro 

Japanese Yen 
British Pound 
Australian Dollar 
Brazilian Real 
Canadian Dollar 
Hong Kong Dollar 
Mexican Peso 
South African Rand 


CURRENT 

1.2534 

105.47 

1.8375 

0.7644 

2.915 

I. 3375 
7.7749 

II. 085 


IIGH 

1.2599 

105.83 

1.8424 

0.7674 

2.941 

I. 3391 
7.7765 

II . 112 
6.97 


LOW 

1.2419 

105.25 

1.8195 

0.7585 

2.913 

1.3279 

7.7732 

10.988 

6.89 


$399.88 (395.55) 
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Cellphone sales boom in 
2001, and more is coming 


Travellers board a passenger jet belonging to Irish discount airline Ryanair at Charleroi 
airport, in southern Belgium, on Tuesday. 


EU rules against Ryanair 
in state subsidy fight 

pany a "slap on the wrist". 


China launches $7.4 billion 
rust belt revival programme 
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To the so-called concerned parent: You are lew spreading rumors! 


M anyof usfreal parentsand 
persons who know better) 
read your articlein theopin- 
i o n space of both d ai I y news¬ 
papers on M onday, F ebru- 
ary 2, and on Tuesday, F eb- 
ruary 3, 2004, regarding a 
young man you are accusing 
of putting things on the 
Internet about a girl. 

This article is exactly what 


is expected from someone 
who has been tryi ng to dam¬ 
age thereputationofayoung 
man so dear to all of us. Why 
are you and others doing 
this? Jealousy and envy! 
That's all it is. If you are so 
sure that this young man is 
doing it, prove it and do 
something about it. Your 
article shows that you are of 


thesamemoldlikethesesick 
person(s) who arejealousof 
this young man, and help 
them continue to spread 
their rumors. Y ou have the 
gall to say that you heard 
that this happened before? 

M aybe you have done this 
before! Shame on you be¬ 
cause now you are willfully 
spreading rumors, which I'm 


Thoughts from Saba 

It looks like the Dutch Gov- ment should put more pres- Statia a group of boys went 


ernment is 
underspending of the De- 
velopmentA id moneytothe 
NetherlandsA nti lies. When 
I drivearound and see where 
all need retaining walls 
alongside the roads to keep 
thehillsintact,I noticewhere 
quite a bit of this money 
could be spent. 

This would help in two 
ways: 1. Those men that work 
for PublicWorkscould work 
on these wal Isand themoney 
that is now spent on them 
could be used for medical 
purposes. 

2. Saba workmen build 
walls from Fort Bay to 
H elIsgate and never had 
more than the foremen that 
worked along with them to 
oversee the job. For such 
p roj ects i t i s n ot n ecessary to 
haveconsultants, engineers, 
etc.Thismoneypaidtothem 
could be used to give em¬ 
ployment towards retaining 
walls, etc. At the beginning 
these jobs were carried out 
as (werk verschaffing) cre¬ 
ating employment. 

I feel the island govern- 


sure on the Dutch govern¬ 
ment so that when granting 
development aid it can be 
used to its maximum for the 
island. 

When it rains so much wa¬ 
ter runs off the roads and 
into theguts taking the loose 
soil to the sea. If there were 
cisterns much of this water 
could be collected and used 
forotherpurposes.Onesuch 
use could be agriculture. 
Some of these visiting ex¬ 
perts should be taken to 
FI el Isgate mountain and see 
what a few people are doing 
there also with the help of 
water. 

Every now and then I see 
Notary Speetjens showing 
off something from his gar¬ 
den on St. Maarten. Will 
J ohnson does thesame thing 
while others show off the 
biggest bulls on Saba. Now 
on Statia I see someone 
there started to show. T hese 
shows are done mostly to 
catch people's eyes and en¬ 
courage others to do like¬ 
wise. 

The first time I 


in a 16-foot boat with an 
outboard engine. What at¬ 
tracted us were the cattle, 
the fields of yams with the 
corn growing in between for 
the yam vines to run up on, 
and the long rows of sweet 
potatoes. 

A round that time a D utch 
farmer came to liveonStatia 
and peoplefromSaba would 
order goodsfromthefarmer 
on Statia the same way they 
order nowfrom St. M aarten. 
A ladyfrom here ordered a 
bowl and when the boat 
came down with the goods 
therewerethisbeautiful bull 
that was born from a preg¬ 
nant cow he brought from 
FI ol land. The invoice was to 
the lady that had ordered 
the bowl with a set of in¬ 
structions. E ithertheD utch 
couldn't spell bowl or the 
lady couldn't spell bowl. 

No country can survive 
without agriculture or 
should have to depend on 
the country that produces. 

T. Eric J ohnson 


sure, was the intention of 
your article all along. And 
you claim to be a parent? 
You're clearly itching to 
mention his name, but be¬ 
cause you know of what can 
happen to you when you're 
lying and slandering 
someone'sname,you prefer 
to continue with your so- 
called devilish insinuations. 

This young man's actions 
speak for themselves. Fie 
needsno accolades, because 
he just likes to be positive 
without calling attention or 
fanfare I i ke many others do. 
There are many of us who 
are very grateful for what 
thisyoungmanhasdoneand 
is still doing for the youth. 
Because of him, kids who 
have been wasting their time 
doing nothing are busy now 
doing something positive. 
This is the person you and 
others are tryi ng to destroy. 

Check what's going on at 
the different schools where 
violence is almost a daily 


occurrence. Contrary to 
what you and your group 
wants peo p I e to bel i eve, th i s 
young man tries to be partof 
a solution, notthe problem. 
And you know what, he's 
from here, he's ambitious, 
caring and he'll never do 
anything to hurt anybody, 
not even in your dreams. 

So, you and others who are 
trying to destroy a positive 
young man from St. 
M aarten, shame on you. 
Find out more about the 
I nternet and "how easy it is 
to make things look so real 
while it is not" and howeasy 
it is to put the blame on 
someone if you want to, es¬ 
pecially when you hate the 
person like it appears you 
and others in your group do 
for your own reasons. 

There are more than 40 
parents of children who 
know this young man, who 
trust him with their kids, who 
know that he's sincere and 
who have committed them¬ 


selves to continue to sup¬ 
port him. Foryour informa¬ 
tion, there are many more 
persons who all know that 
somethingisfishyaboutyour 
story and who can read the 
hatred and jealousyyou have 
towards him and his family 
inyourletter.Weknowwhat 
youandtheothersaretrying 
to do to him and his family. 

Back off all of you, because 
we will stand by him all the 
way. In closing, if we find 
out that YOU are the one 
who's behind all of this or 
you know and are willfully 
aiding he/she or those who 
are trying to deliberately 
slander this young man's 
name, believe me, we will 
prosecute you and the oth¬ 
ers! 

We know that there are 
some other positive young 
people on your list that you 
would like to bring down... 
But believe me, enough is 
enough. 

A real parent 


went to 
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Byjim Hoagland 

PARIS — If he is tempted 
to say "I told you so" about 
I raq, President J acques 
Chirac stifles the urge com¬ 
pletely during an hour-long 
conversation at the Elysee 
Palace. H e insists on look¬ 
ing ahead, not back. 

This allows him to bypass 
lingering differences with 
the Bush administration on 
theM iddle E ast and to sug¬ 
gest instead thatitistimeto 
begin serious work on re¬ 
pairing French-American 
relations. 

The quarrels of a year ago, 
when Chiracled foreign op¬ 
position to the impending 
war in Iraq and called for a 
more "multipolar" world, 
are not forgotten here any 
more than theyare in Wash¬ 
ington. But the chance to 
shrinktheFrench-American 
disputes back to manageable 
proportionsfeelsreal, espe¬ 
cially when Chirac describes 
specific steps that can — in 
fact, must, he says — be 
taken. 

France's recurring criti¬ 
cisms of American hege¬ 
mony, the role of the dollar, 
Hollywood's taste and its 
power,and othertopicshave 
never been much welcome 
in Washington. But direct 
expressi ons of d i sagreement 
from Paris have often been 
useful when the dialogue is 
open enough, and friendly 
enough, to permit them to 
be considered seriously. 

This has not been the case 
recentl y. G etting back to that 
modest state of rel ati ons i s a 
worthwhilegoal.evenasdif- 
ferences persist. 

So it maybe progress when 
Chirac begins with what I 
count as a small semantic 
concession. (Words do still 
matter in France.) "M ulti- 
polar," he says, is not a code 


word for challenging and 
reducing American power, 
as some critics charge. It is 
instead awayofdescribinga 
view of the world "that 
should reinforce the trans- 
Atlantic relationship." 

"I nevi tablyin thisnew cen¬ 
tury we will see a number of 
important powers assert 
themselves," Chirac notes. 
"China, India, Europe, 
South America are ex¬ 
amples. This leadsto what I 
call a 'multipolar world.’ 
Given human nature, the 
developmentofanumberof 
big powers — that is, of 
strong multiple poles — 
could expand therisk of con¬ 
flict. Those dangers are al¬ 
ready quite large due to the 
power of modern weapons. 

"So it is important in light 
of this for the countries of 
E urope and America, which 
share common roots and 
values, and globally have the 
same i nterests, to strengthen 
their union, preciselyto work 
together to avoid such risks," 
hesays, speaking in French. 

"Cen'estpasdu wishful," 
he adds, speaking the final 
word in E nglish for empha¬ 
sis as he denies that what he 
isadvocatingiswishful think¬ 
ing. "T his isa positive vision 
oftheworld asitisand asit 
soon will be. Compared to 
that, differences on Iraq 
should take on less impor¬ 
tance." 

A chance to begin putting 
that sentiment into practice 
may come as early as Friday 
when Chirac's foreign min¬ 
ister, Dominique de 
Villepin, meets with Secre¬ 
tary of State Colin Powell 
over breakfast in NewY ork. 
Relations between the two 
key officials have been par¬ 
ticularly strained since de 
Villepin openly challenged 
P o wel I o ver I raq I ast wi nter 
at the U nited Nations and 


then spearheaded France's 
opposition to the war. 

The diplomatic arguments 
have not prevented F rench 
and A merican anti-terrorist 
officials from establishing 
cooperation that both sides 
describeaseffective. N or has 
it stopped 150 F rench spe¬ 
cial operations troops from 
fighting under American 
command in Afghanistan. 
Under Chirac, France has 
in fact reshaped its relation¬ 
ship wi th N A T 0 to take i nto 
account thechanging nature 
of global insecurity. H e un¬ 
derlines thisbytelling me: 
"Youhavetoberealisticin 
a changing world. We have 
updated our vision, which 
once held that NATO had 
geographic limits. The idea 
of a regional NATO no 
longer exists, asthealliance's 
involvement in Afghanistan 
demonstrates. A nd we are 
notagainsta rolein I raq for 
NATO if it comes to that." 

Moreover, Washington 
and Parishaveinthelastfew 


days come to agreement on 
a new command structure 
for NATO 'sR apid R eaction 
Force, French officials re¬ 
port. T he U nited States had 
initially resisted assigning 
two key slots to F rench gen¬ 
erals but relented last week 
rather than prolong a debi li- 
tating dispute that would 
have kept F rench troopsout 
ofthe new force. 

The White House is still 
considering an invitation 
from Chirac to President 
Bush to join the 60th anni¬ 
versary of the allied D-Day 
landings in Normandy on 
J une 6. Chirac is also willing 
to host B ush at a dinner and 
private conversations in 
Parison the night before the 
formal ceremonies. 

Thisisa conversation worth 
having despite— orperhaps 
precisely because of — the 
big differences that loom 
unresolved between these 
two leaders and their coun¬ 
tries. Paris is not turning, 
but it is ready to talk. 
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L etters 


T he D ai I y H eral d wel co mes I etters fro m readers. Please 
note that letters must include the writer's name, address 
and daytime telephone number. Letters without that 
information will not be published. 

In case a writer does not want to see his or her name 
printed in the newspaper, this should be clearly indi¬ 
cated, preferably with mention of the reason for wishing 
to remain anonymous. 

Letters should not be more than 400 words in length and 
may be edited at the E ditor's discretion. 

Send letters to The Daily Herald, 22 Bush Road, 
Philipsburg, via fax 542-5913 or E-mail: 
dherald@ sintmaarten.net. 
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U.S. actress Juliette Lewis and French actor Vincent 
Cassel pose at the IMAGINA digital imaging festival in 
M onaco, on Tuesday. Lewis and Cassel star in the newly- 
released western movie "Blueberry", which is based on a 
popular cartoon strip character and calls on substantial 
use of hi-tech digitalized special effects. 


MTV blames Jackson for exposed breast 


NEW YORK-Singer Janet 
Jackson masterminded the 
SuperBowl halftimestuntthat 
left her right breast exposed 
and prompted afederal probe 
into television indecency, the 
head of M TV said on Tues- 
day. 

"JanetJackson engineered 
it,” MTV Chief Executive 
Tom Freston told R euters in 
an interview. 

TheblameonJ acksoncomes 
on a second day of fallout af¬ 
terpop idolj ustinTimberlake 
toreoff halfofj ackson'sblack 
leather bustier while the pair 
were singing a duet, exposing 
her right breast at the conclu¬ 
sion of Sunday's Super Bowl 
halftime show. 

F reston, whose company 
produced the halftime show 
for CBS, said Timberlake was 
informed of the stunt just 
moments before he took the 
stagewithj ackson. M TV and 
CBS are both owned by 
Viacom. 

The Super Bowl is the high¬ 
est-rated U .S. television 
event, watched by almost 90 
million people. The stunt, 
which Timberlake said was 
due to a "wardrobe malfunc¬ 
tion," sparked widespread 
viewer complaints. 

Federal Communications 
Commission regulators 
launched an investigation 
amid callsforthegovernment 
to take a tougher stance on 
regulating indecency on tele¬ 


vision. "There's now going to 
be an FCC investigation into 
the nipple," Freston told re¬ 
porters at a news conference. 
J ackson took the blame but 
said on M ondayherstuntwent 
further than she intended: 
"The decision to have a cos¬ 
tume reveal at the end of my 
half-time show performance 
was made after fi nal rehears¬ 
als. MTV was completely un¬ 
aware of it. 11 was not my in¬ 
tention that it go as far as it 
did." 

F reston said neither C B S nor 
theNational Football League 
has rescinded or demanded a 
refund of M TV's production 


fees.Butsourcesfamiliarwith 
thesituation said the incident 
could possibly cost CBS and 
the NFL millions of dollars. 

The sources told Reuters 
that Time Warner Inc. unit 
A mericaO nlinemaynowseek 
a partial refund of the esti¬ 
mated $10 million it paid asa 
major Super Bowl advertiser 
and exclusive halftime show 
sponsor. 

"W hile A 0 L was the spon¬ 
sor of the Super Bowl H alf- 
time Show, we did not pro¬ 
duce it," the company said in 
a statement. "Like the NFL, 
we were surprised and disap¬ 
pointed with certain elements 


of the show." 

The company said theexpo- 
sureofj ackson'sbreastmeans 
it cannot now broadcast the 
halftime extravaganza on its 
web site for 25 million A 0 L 
membersand visitors. "I n def¬ 
erence to our membership and 
the fans, A 0 L and A 0 L .com 
will not be presenting the 
H alftimeShowonlineasorigi- 
nally planned," the company 
said. 

M cDonald's Corp., which 
uses Timberlake as a pitch 
man, said it found the inci¬ 
dent was inappropriate but 
that it will stand bythesinger. 



Jackson, Timberlake still 
slated for Grammy Awards 


LOS ANGELES-Singer 
J anet J ackson and pop icon 
J ustin Timberlake will ap¬ 
pear on Sunday's Grammy 
Awards as planned despite 
the uproar over their bump¬ 
ing and grinding Super Bowl 
duet that left J ackson's 
breast exposed, the host of 
the G rammyssaid on Tues¬ 
day. 

In a show of caution, how¬ 
ever, CBS said it would air 
the G rammys with a longer 
tape-delay so that network 
censors could editanycrude 
language or behavior from 
the telecast. The network 
said the length of the delay, 
which will letitdelete audio 
and video, has yet to be de¬ 
termined. 

"J anet is still scheduled to 
be a presenter and J ustin is 
still scheduled to be a per¬ 
former," said R on R oecker, 


a spokesman for the Na¬ 
tional A cademy of R ecord- 
ing Arts & Sciences, which 
will present the 46th annual 
Grammy Awards in Los 
Angeles. 

The awards will be broad¬ 
cast on C B S, which faces an 
inquiry by regulators over 
whether its broadcast of 
Sunday's controversial Su¬ 
perBowl half-timeshowand 
the sexualized rendition of 
Timberlake's tune "Rock 
Y our Body" violated inde¬ 
cency standards. 

R oecker said the Record- 
ingA cademy haseverything 
in place to present a live 
sh o w th at a 11 o ws a rti sts to be 
themselves while keeping 
the broadcast family 
friendly. "We want to en¬ 
able the artists to be as ex¬ 
pressive asthey want. W e've 
do ne I i ve event tel evi si o n for 


decades. We have things in 
place. It's rock and roll and 
hip hop," he said. 

" W e're as prepared as pos- 
sible to handle what comes 
our way. We're doing noth¬ 
ing we haven't done in the 
past," he said. CBS said it 
was working with the Re- 
cordingAcademyonthenew 
procedures. I n the past, the 
network has used a five-sec¬ 
ond delay that allowed only 
for audio cuts. 

Others in the recording in¬ 
dustry are expecting that 
performersattheG rammys 
wi 11 either spoof J ackson and 
Timberlake or try to top 
them.Tmsuretherewill be 
somejokes. W hoever opens 
theshowwill probablymake 
some reference to the inci¬ 
dent,"said one music indus¬ 
try executive who asked not 
to be named. 
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Berlin film festival's 
rise blunted by Cannes 


BERLIN-The Berlin film 
festival's bid to rival Cannes 
suffered a setback when the 
French festival swiped three 
top films from the Berlin 
programmeat the last minute. 

But Berlin director Dieter 
Kosslickisno longer irritated. 
He said in an interview he 
believes there is plenty of 
room for an ascendant Berlin 
and Venice alongside thetop- 
rated Cannes. 

"There are no hard feelings 


Local times 

W ednesday, F ebruary 4 

11:00am 

11:05am 

11:10am 

11:25am 

11:30am 

11:45am 

12:00pm 

12:15pm 

12:35pm 

12:40pm 

1:00pm + 7:00pm 

1:20pm + 7:20pm 

2:00pm + 8:00pm 

2:05pm + 8:05pm 

2:40pm + 8:40pm 

2:45pm + 8:45pm 

3:05pm + 9:05pm 

3:30pm + 9:30pm 

3:50pm + 9:50pm 

3:55pm + 9:55pm 

4:10pm + 10:10pm 

4:50pm + 10:50pm 

5:30pm + 11:30pm 

6:10pm + 12:10am 


anymore," Kosslick told 
Reuters ahead of the 11-day 
festival that begins on Thurs¬ 
day. "We're all competitors. 
Sometimes you win. Some¬ 
times you lose." 

Kosslick had to reprint his 
programme after three films, 
including an eagerly awaited 
production about revolution¬ 
ary icon Che Guevara called 
"M otorcydeDiaries",ditched 
Berlin for offers to enter 
Cannes in M ay. Berlin will 


Programme 

NOSJ ournaal 
Tiktak 
Sesamstraat 
Wortel TV 
Wiziwik 
Villa krakers 
Hetklokhuis 
M useumgasten 
M uziekdip NL 
Lingo 

NOSJ ournaal 
T wee vandaag 
Nederlandse nieuwe 
VRT J ournaal 
M uziek clip 
M an bijt hond 
B & W 

NOSJ ournaal 

Weerbericht 

Voor Amalia 

U na voce particolare 

Vinger aan de pols 

N ova/D en H aag vandaag 

NOSSportjournaal 


screen the companion "The 
Making of Motorcycle Dia¬ 
ries" as scheduled—before 
the film appears in Cannes. 

K osslick has won most of his 
battlessincetaking over three 
years ago, turning asomewhat 
si eepy gi ant i nto a star- packed 
event that has become a vital 
launching pad at the start of 
the year for Hollywood and 
European films. 

"The Berlinale has made 
importantstridesforward and 
benefited from positive de¬ 
velopments," Kosslick said. 
"A lot of stars come to the 
festival, there are films that 
stimulate intellectual discus¬ 
sion, there is lively trade in 
filmrightsandthepublictakes 
part. AII the ingredients of a 
good mixture are coming to¬ 
gether." 

Expected at news confer¬ 
ences and on thefestival's red 
carpet international pre¬ 
mieres this year are J ack 
Nicholson, Diane Keaton, 
Cate Blanchett, J uliette 
Binoche, Julie Delpy, Peter 
Fonda, Robin Williams, 
W oody H arrelson and E than 
H awke. 

D irectors R on H oward, A n- 
thony M inghella, R ichard 
Linklater and Tom Tykwer 
are also due to face the at- 
times famously blunt ques- 
tionsfrom the hordes of jour¬ 
nalists from 80 nations. The 
festival opens on Thursday 
with"ColdM ountain",anout 
of competition Civil War 
drama byM inghella that just 
won Renee Zellweger a 
G olden G lobeA ward for best 
supporting actress. 

The Berlinale, unlike its ri¬ 
vals in Cannes and V enice, is 
open to the public, making 
available 400,000 tickets for 
ordinary cinema-goers along¬ 
side special screenings for 
3,500 journalists and some 
12,000 film rights buyers. 



Channel 15 (local) 

St Maarten CableTV 

Local time 

Programme 

W ednesday, F ebruary 4 

8:00am 

ReplayAVS News 

8:30am 

Facesand Places 

10:00am 

GIS Press Briefing 

6:00pm 

Westwood Park 

6:30pm 

2The Max 

7:00pm 

GIS Bulletin 

7:30pm 

AVSNews 

8:00pm 

Speaking of Everything 

8:30pm 

P ri me ti me with B everly H yman 

9:00pm 

Aruba Weekin Review 

10:00pm 

St. M aarten Lottery 

10:05pm 

R eplay C ari bscope T ravel 

10:35pm 

AVSNews 


BVN (Dutch/Flemish) TV 
Channel46 St Maarten CableTV 


Defense wants Kobe Bryant 
statement to police out 


EAGLE .Colorado— Basket¬ 
ball star Kobe Bryant shook 
handswith twodetectivesand 
was told he was free to leave 
the entire time they quizzed 
him about accusations he 
raped a 19-year-old Colorado 
woman the day before, both 
officers testified on Tuesday. 

Bryant's lawyers argued in 
court that a tape recording of 
the interview should be 
thrown out because the 25- 
year-old Los Angeles Laker 
was never read his rights by 
the detectives. Bryant, who 
missed M onday's hearing be¬ 
fore Eagle County District 
CourtJ udgeT erryR uckriegle 
through an unexplained ill¬ 
ness, was present for 
Tuesday's hearing. 

T he day'sfirst witness, Eagle 
County sheriff's detective 
DouglasW inters, spentnearly 
three hours on the stand an¬ 
swering detailed questions 
about whether police ob¬ 
tained Bryant's consent to 
speak with him. 

Defense attorney Hal 
H addon wentto pai nsto show 
thatthe police were ineptand 
even had to be told by a judge 
to get a proper warrant to 
seize clothing Bryantworethe 
day of the incident. Police 
obtained a warrant to escort 
Bryant, who had undergone 
out-patient knee surgery 
hours before, to a hospital to 
obtainDNA sampleslikehair 
and bodily fluids that investi¬ 
gators need for sexual assault 
cases. 

But Colorado law requires 
police to find the person dur¬ 
ing the day, rather than after 
midnight as in Bryant's case. 
The detecti ves sai d they were 
not aware of that rule. Police 
are also required to take a 
suspect to the hospital as 
quickly as possible and not to 
interrogate him. 


Bryant spoke with police for 
about 75 minutes after ap¬ 
proaching them in the park¬ 
ing lot of the posh Colorado 
reso rt h otel wh ere h e was stay- 
i ng, sayi ng "what's u p fel I as?" 
and shook their hands, Win¬ 
ters said. 

Bryant's bodyguard, Los 
Angeles police officer Troy 
L aster, left B ryant at B ryant's 
request with the two detec¬ 
tives in the parking lot. 

An undercover police of¬ 
ficer, referred toonlyas"De- 


tectiveA" to protect his iden¬ 
tity, said Laster approached 
him in the hotel lobby several 
minuteslater and said, "I f this 
is what I think it is, I don't 
want to be involved anyway." 
But under cross-examination 
by defense attorney Pamela 
Mackey, "Detective A" ad¬ 
mitted he had not mentioned 
Laster's comments in his ini¬ 
tial report on July 2, adding 
them in a supplemental re¬ 
port on July 30. 








Ste 


Actor Kurt Russell, star of the new film "Miracle" and 
companion actress Goldie Hawn pose together at the 
premiere of the film in Hollywood. The film recounts the 
story of coach Herb Brooks, played by Russell and the 1980 
United States Olympic hockey team he coached which 
defeated the Russians to win the Gold medal, at the Lake 
Placid winter Olympics in 1980. Thefilmopens February 6 
in the United States. 



Singer Luther Vandross (R) is shown with RCA Music Group Chairman Clive Davis, who 
holds a platinum plaque of" Dance With M y Father", Vandross’s most recent album which 
has sold overone million copies and received five Grammy nominations, in this photograph 
released by Dan Klores Communications, on Tuesday. 













Comics 


THE DAILY HERALD, Wednesday February 4, 2004 



Garfield * 



by Jim Davi-s 
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By Linda C. Black 

Today's Birthday (Feb. 4).At least one of your fearswill 
prove groundless this year, much to your delight. The 
objective is to learn from an old trauma and use your 
knowledge to benefit others. It still may hurt if you do 
this, but it'll sure hurt an awful lot less than it would 
otherwise. 

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the 
easiest day, 0 the most challenging. 

Aries(M arch 21-A pril 19)-Todayisa5-Y ou may have 
to be more reactive than you'd like in this situation. 
Y ou'd rather be in charge of the operation, but that 
hasn't happened yet. Tomorrow and the next day look 
good, however. 

Taurus (A pril 20-M ay 20) - Today is an 8 - Y ou won't 
havetoventureveryfartofindsomethingthatyouneed. 
It's closer to home than you thought it would be, in a 
form you should recognize. 

Gemini (M ay 21-J une 21) - Today is a 6- Gather in as 
much as you can, of whatever you can get. Stash it away 
in a safe place. Y ou’ll find a good use for it later. 

Cancer (J une 22-J uly 22) - Today is a 7 - Y our sense of 
humor should be good, and that'sa marvelous blessing. 
A person you respect will give you reasonswhyyou can't 
do what you want to do. Listen respectfully, but don't 
give up. 

Leo(J uly23-A ug. 22) -Todayisa6- A nticipatepossible 
communication problems. This includes, but isnot lim¬ 
ited to, typos, misrouted packages and lost receipts. 
A Iso, be nice to a sensitive co-worker. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is an 8 - A conflict 
between a friend and a loved one can be ironed out with 
your advice. Y ou have a more objective point of view. 
Teach the two of them to get along. 

Libra (Sept. 23-0 ct. 22) - T oday is a 7 -11 may seem as 
if everyone wants something from you, but what? T hey 
can't make up their minds. Since that’s not your stron¬ 
gest talent either, don't letthem push you into anything. 
Stall. 
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Scorpio(Oct.23-Nov. 21) -Today isan8-The best-laid 
plans of mice and men can get all bungled up. W omen 
can be more adaptable, though. They make do with 
whatever they have. Keep that in mind. 

Sagittarius(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)-Today isa 7-Y our sense 
of humorshould comeshiningthrough, no matterwhat's 
goingon.Thisisawelcomereliefnotonlyforyoubutfor 
everybody you're around. Y ou're gifted, and you're a 
gift. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-J an. 19) - Today is a 7 - As you 
consider a compromise, take costs into account. No 
point in getting something you don't really need. Y ou 
can do just fine without. 

Aquarius(J an. 20-F eb. 18) - Today isa 6- Overexertion 
can cause aches and pains, so don't push yourself too 
hard. Slow and steady wins this race, or at least gets you 
to the finish line. Later is better than never. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-M arch 20) - Today isa 7- Y ou and your 
partner can work up a plan to make intended changes. 
You're good at being spontaneous, but scheduling 
doesn't hurt. 
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the purchase of 25 new computers. 

Place: Sundial School 
Time: 8:00pm sharp 
Price: NAf. 18or US $10 

Tickets available at St. Dominic High School and from the staff 
and students. 

Saturday, February 7 

TEENS OF COMEDY 

organised by Andrew Dick. Proceeds to Andrew Dick Show. 
Special guest: Fernando Clark. 

Place: Philipsburg Cultural and Community Center 
Time: 8:00-10:00pm 


Community 





Quarter, announces four nights of revival, Sunday-Wednesday, 
February 8-11, 6:00pm Sunday, then 7:30pm nightly. 

Pathways Of Hope Crusade 

The Seventh D ayA dventists churches in St. M aarten/St. M artin 
invite the general public to their Pathways of H ope Crusade on 
L.B. Scott Road, next to Emilio Wilson Park, with evangelist 
R oyston Philbert, Sunday-F riday, F ebruary 8-13,7:15pm nightly. 

SCDF Announcement 

St. M aarten Carnival Development Foundation informs all booth 
holders that registration will close on M onday, February 16. Old 
booth holders are advised to register by this date or they will lose 


iimii m* Mxm 


Dear Queenie, 

There is this great looking girl that I like a lot, She has been 
hinting that she would I ike to go out with me, but I won't ask 
her out because I have seen her eating lunch at work and she 
hasawful table manners. I meanAWFU L.l would beashamed 
to be seen with her in public when she was eating. 

Queenie, I would liketotakeher out if shecould learn better 
manners, but how do I tell herwhyl won't ask her out, without 
hurting her feelings?— Well bred 

Dear Well bred, 

It depends on how well you know her. If you don't know her 
well, there is not much you can say to her. H owever, if you 
know someone who does know her well, perhaps you could 
mention to them why you don't want to go out with her and 
hope they will drop a hint where it will do the most good. 

O n the other hand, if you do know her well enough, you could 
GENTLY suggest to her that she might want to change one or 
two small aspects of her eating habits. If she is receptive, take 
it from there. If not, consider her a lost cause. 

Your question brings to mind a line from a Robert Burns 
poem: "W ould some power the giftie gi'e us, to see ourselves 
as others see us!" Perhaps if this girl knew how she looks to 
others when she is eating, she might be motivated to learn 
better manners. These days, what with video cameras and 
such, itisnotdifficultto literallysee ourselves as others see us. 
But we have to want to look! 


Only notices of fundraising events, non-profit or educational 
organisations will be placed in the Events/Notices column. No¬ 
tices must reach The Daily Herald by 4:00pm to be published in 
the next edition. 


Events 


Wednesday, February 4 

WEALTH BUILDING SEMINAR 
Place: PhilipsburgJ ubilee Library 
Time: 7:30pm 
Price: Free 

Thursday, February 5 

BASKETBALL SEMIFINALS 

organised by St. M aarten Basketball Association. 

Place: L.B. Scott Sports Auditorium 
Thursday time: 7:00pm, Thunders vs Sunz. 

Friday, February 6 

PRE-VALENTINE DAY 
DINNER AND SHOW 

organised by Sundial School to raise funds for the Graduation 
Fund. M any old favourite and new games. 

Place: Sundial School 
Time: 7:00-ll:00pm sharp 
Price: NAf. 25or US $15 

Saturday, February 7 

FUND-RAISING CAR WASH AND BBQ 
organised by Learning U nlimited Student Council. Part of pro¬ 
ceeds will be donated to the St. M aarten Science F air F oundation. 
Place: Learning U nlimited parking lot 
Time: 11:00am to 3:00pm 
Price: Car wash or BBQ, U S $6; both, $10. 

Tickets available from students and on the day at the school. 


Price: U S $5 in advance, $10 at the door. 

Tickets available at Photo Gumbs and Van Dorp. 

Saturday, February 7 

PRE-ARUBA 50TH CARNIVAL DANCE 
organised byChuchubi Foundation. DJ R uby. A ruba 50th Carni¬ 
val T-shirts will be on sale. Everyone travelling to Aruba must 
have this St. M aarten-Aruba Carnival T-shirt. 

Place: Senior Citizens Recreational Center 
Time: 9:00pm to 3:00am 
Price: NAf. 10or US $5 

Saturday, February 7 
and Sunday, February 8 

CLASSICAL BALLET: 

LA FILLE MAL GARDEE 

presented by the classical ballet students of M otiance Dance 
School. 

Place: M aho Casino Royale Theater 

Time: Saturday, 8:00pm; Sunday, 6:00pm 

Price: Adults U S $15, children under 12 years $10. 

Tickets avai lable from the dancers and at V an D orp, T he G iftbox 
atLeGrand M archeShoppingCenter.CD M ania.and Brasserie 
in M arigot. 


Notices 


B-Class Basketball Meeting 

All basketball teamsthat want to participate in the B-C lass of the 
St. M aarten Basketball Association are advised that they should 
send a representative to a meeting at L ,B. Scott Sports A udito- 
rium, Wednesday, February 4, 6:00pm. 

United Saint Martin Movement Meeting 

U nited Saint M artin M ovement (U SM ) invites all members and 
well-wishers to an important meeting where the situation of the 
movement and other serious issues will be discussed, at Beach 
Plaza Hotel in Sandy Ground, Thursday, February 5, 7:00pm 
sharp. Y our participation will be greatly appreciated. 

Red Cross Meeting 

The St. M aarten Red Cross informs J unior Brigaders that there 
wi 11 be a very i mportant meeti ng at R ed C ross H eadquarters, # 34 
Airport Boulevard, Simpson Bay, on Thursday, February 5, 
5:30pm. A cti vi tiesfor theyear 2004 will bediscussed. Please make 
an extra effort to attend. 

The St. M aarten Red Cross informs the general public that the 
Basic First Aid Course will start on M onday, February 16, 7:00- 
9:00pm. I nterested persons are asked to call tel. 551-4357, fax 545- 
2333, or e-mai I redcross@ sintmaarten .net for more i nformation. 

ACT Test 

The A CT test isscheduled to begiven at The I nternational School 
of St. M aarten on Oyster Pond Road, Saturday, February 7. To 
register, call 543-7965. 

United Playschool Foundation Meeting 

United Playschool Foundation will hold its first general meeting 
for directors of all playschools in St. M aarten, at Philipsburg 
J ubilee Library, M onday, February 9,7:00pm. You will be given 
vital information. Come and be part of the planning in making 
your center ready for the transitional period of day care center to 
Foundation Based Education. Please be on time so you can hear 
everything we have to say. 

C ake C rafters M eeti ng 

Cake Crafting F riends Foundation announces its monthly meet¬ 
ing at A uror’s Shop, Cannegieter Street next to Plaza 21, F riday, 
February 6, 8:00pm. 


their booths for Carnival 2004. Potential new booth holders 
should also register by February 16 to be considered for a booth. 
R egister with M ichael G ranger or F abiana A rnel I at 522-5133 or 
523-4131. 

Safe Haven Needs Volunteers 

Safe Haven Foundation is looking for volunteers. If you are 
reliable and committed to helping your community, call the Safe 
H aven office at 177 and join the next training session. 

Pony League Registration 

Pony Baseball/Softball League registration takes place daily at 
the Pony League office, Cannegieter Street 93, Philipsburg, 
8:00am to 5:00pm, or at Rue de Hollande 57, M arigot, after 
6:00pm. P layersorsponsorswho wish to sponsor ateamareurged 
to register before February 15. For additional information, call 
St. M artin P ony L eague, tel. 542-2121 or 0590-295469, or fax 542- 
5796 or 0590-295469. 

October Mid-Term Break Cruise For Families/Children 

St. M aarten Children's Club Foundation is again organising its 
M id-T erm Break V acation Programme. Thisti me it isgoingto be 
a cruise. For more information, call 552-1212. 

St. M aarten L ittle League Registration 

Registration for the 2004 Little League baseball and softball 
season is open at the L ittle League Stadium, M ondays-F ridays, 
3:00-5:00pm, and Saturdays, 10:00am to 5:00pm. Baseball, ages 
5-18; softball, ages 9-14. A fter school training sessions weekdays, 
3:00-5:00pm, and Saturdays, 12:00-5:00pm. Practice for the Pee 
Wees and beginners is on Saturdays, 9:00-ll:30am. 

Pony League Practice 

The St. M artin Pony Baseball/Softball League Foundation re¬ 
minds all girls that practice sessions for the upcoming E astern 
Caribbean Youth Softball Tournament to be held in Anguilla 
M arch 26-28 take place at the F rench Q uarter field every Satur¬ 
day and Sunday, 10:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Soup Kitchens 

The Cole Bay Seventh Day Adventist Church soup kitchen 
provides a free hot meal and free blood pressure screening by 
medical students of American U niversityof theCaribbean at the 
church, behind Peking Supermarket on Welfare Road, to per¬ 
sons in our community who are in need, once a week on Sundays, 
12:00-2:00pm. 

The New Testament Baptist Church soup kitchen provides a free 
lunch at the church in Philipsburg to anyone in need, M onday- 
F riday, 12:00-2:30pm. 

TV Programme “The Law In Focus" 

Foundation Focus invites the general pubic to tune in to "The 
Law In Focus," an informative TV programme for the entire 
family dealing with legal topics, on St. M aarten CableTV Chan¬ 
nel 15 every Thursday, 9:30-10:00pm. 

Home Away From Home Foundation Seeking Members 

H ome A way F rom H ome D ay Care Center F oundation istaking 
applications for Seniors to become members. Q uality care and 
supervision given to the Seniors M ondays, 10:00am to 4:00pm. 
They can socialise in a relaxed atmosphere and take part in 
activities and recreation. Seniors interested in the programme 
may register now and become members of the center for its five 
days weekly programme. For more information, call 556-1336, 
522-7974 or 543-2027. 
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Saturday, February 7 

FUND-RAISING FLEA MARKET 
organised by Carib Swim Tearn A ssociation. 

Place: Tropicana Casino parking lot 
Time: 7:00am to 12:30pm 

For more information or to donate itemsin good condition, call 
522-9575, 522-4045 or 559-0900. 

Saturday, February 7 

VALENTINE DAY BINGO 

organised by St. Dominic H igh School. Proceeds will go towards 


Guyanese Foundation Meeting 

St. M aarten Guyanese Foundation will hold a general members 
meeting to elect a new board to succeed the current interim 
board, at the WIFOL Building, Saturday, February 7, 7:30pm. 
Nominations for president, vice president and five board mem¬ 
bers may be submitted in writing to the secretary prior to the 
meeting or may be made at the meeting. O nly members whose 
dues have been paid up to J anuary may vote. 

United Pentecostal Church Revival 

U nited Pentecostal Church, Nazareth Road #4, Lower Prince's 
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Nagico Trotters win, 
advance to finals 


PH ILIPSBU RG-The 
Nagico Trotters have ad- 


Paragon, (center) captained byj urgen Epple was to challenge PlayStation (right) 
around the island race during the 23rd St. Maarten Heineken Regatta in an eff 
establish a new record. Paragon had equipment problems and had to withdraw. Thi 
in the 24th Heineken regatta, Paragon 60-foot long and 54-foot wide trimaran will 
best the record PlayStation, owned by Steve Fossett, set last year. 


Trimaran Paragon prepares 


seriesThursday. If theSunz 
win, the championship se¬ 
ries will begin Friday. 

I f D utch Q uarter wi ns, they 
will face theSunz in the de¬ 
ciding match F riday and the 

BAY —The cording to record setter and Paragon prepared for her piayoffswill begin nextweek. 
trimaran Paragon maymake owner Steve Fossett. Accord- start the line that controls Last night, the Trotters 
arunatthearoundtheisland ing to captain and crew, thetraveller snapped and the gained the early advantage 
speed record during the St. PlayStation was unable to roller furl for the headsail ^ut were not able to hang 


The Trotters were still game. The squad went into a 
down by 10 with just under full court press and rallied 
vanced to the St. M aarten five minutes to play in the to win by three, 
basketball A-division finals. 

The Trotters defeated the 
I ntermar R azorbacks 76-73 
at L .B. Scott Sports A udito- 
riumlastnight.TheT rotters 
overcame a thi rd quarter 16- 
point deficit to secure a spot 
i n the fi nal. T he victory was 
the third win for the Trot¬ 
ters i n the best of five series. 

T he T rotters wi 11 face the 
winners of the Sunz versus 
Dutch Quarter semifinal. 

The Sunz can wrap up that 


for around 


agon a 
island i 


record 


SIM PSON 


on. At the end of the first 
quartertheT rotterswereup 



Maarten Heineken Regatta reach top speed due to the jammed. Epple had to with¬ 
in M arch. heavy traffic on the waters draw. 

OwnedbyJ urgen Epple, the around the island, as more Fossettwentontosetanew isfii By'the'h'a'lf'the R _ a- 
60-foot-long and 54-foot- than 200 boats competed in record. PlayStation rounded zor backs had a five-point 

wideracer was scheduled to the regatta and dozens more theF riendlyI sland in 2 hours | e ad The score was 28-23 

facePlayStationinanaround boatswere used to watch the 4 minutes and 36 seconds. The R azorbacks were hot 
TS ■ T-H Paragon, which sits at an- inthethird . Theyopened up 

, ■ t f Epple missed the Friday chormSimpsonBayLagoon, a 16 . point lead. The third 

Iraqcoupledwithequipment around the island race. A has been repaired. Epple enc j e d 55-39 

problemsprevented Paragon money market manager, he hopesto race in the 24th edi- ___ 

from competing. was forced to cut short his tion of the St. Maarten 

"Work on Paragon is in holiday in St. Maarten and H eineken Regatta M arch 5- 

progress," said Epple. "The deal with the financial shuf- 7. H ealso hopesto breakthe 

fling of investorsasAmerica around the island speed 

prepared for war. record, even if he is a year 

He flew to St. M aarten on late in doing so. 

Saturday. H eineken raceor- Paragon is no stranger to ph I LI PSBU RG —The Cay Adventist School in Cole Bay M aarten Netball Association 


theislandencounterlastyear. 
H owever, thependingwarin 


Dean Sterling of the Nagico Trotters goes up to shoot n 
last night's semifinal match against the Intermar Razor 
backs. The Trotters won the game to advance to th 
championship round. 


Cay Bay Star volunteers 
bring netball to schools 


plan is to race. 

He continued, "We defi¬ 
nitely would like to go for a 
record run." 

Epple successfully sailed ganizers arranged a special around the island records. Bay Stars Netball Club con- today. The programme wi I 

' the around the around the island race for When she was owned by tinues its drive to revitalize betaughtattheschooltwicea 

thetwoboats. M ichael Whipp and sailed the sport in St. M aarten. week. 


island race two years ago. 
Paragon rounded the island 


Epplebelievedhehadareal by British Olympic Gold 


C lubvolunteersbegan teach¬ 
ing netball to stu dents of R ev¬ 


il as ceased to function. 

Now the Cay H ill Club is 
now tryi ng to bu i I d a team fo r 


in 3 hoursl2 minutesand 11 chance at defeating M edallist Rodney Pattisson, 

seconds. PlayStation. Paragon is able she blistered the waters erend J ohn A. Gumbs Cam- Springfield Collegein M assa- 

Theold record set two years to sustain speeds up to 26 around the Isle of Wight in pus of the M ethodist Agogic chusetts. T wo teams of seven 

earlier byBatoutof H ell was knots. Although PlayStation E ngland in 1986. She stayed Center School, in Betty's Es- playersshoota ball attheop- 

3:12. However, Bat out of is faster on the straight al- in front of some 1,500 other tate, in mid-J anuary. The posing team's goal, or basket. 

H ell sailed just around the ways, Paragon can turn on a boatsand intheprocessseta programmeisbeingtaughtas The game is similar to bas- 

island. H eineken organizers dime. She has I ittle draft and new record of 3 hours 55 part of the school's physical ketball, as basketball is be¬ 
have extended the course by Epple expected to be able to minutes 13 seconds. education course. lievedtohavedevelopedfrom 

aboutfourmilestomakethe runclosetotheisland,avoid- The record stood for 15 The club will begin teaching netball, 
race a little longer. ing heavy chop normally as- years. netball at the Seventh Day 

PlayStation,a 125-foot-long sociated with the Anguilla 

catamaran, sailed the channel. By sailing a shorter 

H eineken course in 2 hours course, E pple felt he had a 

36minutesand2secondslast chance. 


Netball was invented by the future and save the sport 
ames Naismith in 1891 at they love. 


Futsal to bn 
reorganized, 
competition 
to bo planned 


year. 

PI ayStati o n's to p speed d u r- 


A s the two boats prepared 
for the start of their private 
.ng the race was recorded as race, disaster struck. Para- 
27 knots. PlayStation is ca- gonsufferedequipmentfail- PH I LI PSBU RG— Team 
pable of going 39 knots, ac- ure. Something broke. As representatives interested 

in competing in the St. 
M aarten Basketball Asso¬ 
ciation B-division tourna¬ 
ment wi 11 meet at L. B. Scott 
SportsA uditoriumtonight 
at 6:00pm. 

The B-division, though 
geared to athletes 19 and 
under, is an open class for 
athletes who do not play in 
the senior league. 

"There is no age limit in 
the B-division," said bas- 


B-division basketball 
reps to meet today 


Therearetwonoticeabledif- PH ILIPSBU RG —J ohnny 
ferences between basketball Singh, Norbert Graves and 
and netball. The first is the SimoneSchutarespearhead- 
lack of a backboard. Netball ing a drive to revive futsal, 


shooters must fire the ball 
through the rim without the 
aid of a board. 

The second difference be- effort to reorganize the 
ketball association president tween the two games is pass- association's board and start 
Emanuel York "Athletes in 9- ln basketball, theathletes the annual competition. 

can be 19, 20 or even 22 can passordribble. In netball --— 

years old." only passing is allowed. 

The B-division and senior 
division competitionsran si- 


also known as indoor soccer. 

The trio is asking all futsal 
teams to contact them in an 


The sports organization 
floundered last year when 


A third, more subtle, differ- Schut, the president, became 
ence is the fact that only two j||. Secretary Richard Boyd 


players from each team are attempted to keep theorgani- 
multaneously in the past, allowed to shoot the ball. Y et zation functional. He called 
This season, when basket- another difference is the fact several team representative 
ball season wasto begin,not that netball is traditionally meetings. Not enough teams 
enough teams signed up to played by women, 
play. Now that the senior There are only two netball 
d i vi si on i s i n i ts pi ayoffs, th e teams i n St. M aarten. T he I ack 
basketball association will ofayouthprogrammemarked 


try again to form a B-divi- 
sion tournament. 


attended to make the meet¬ 
ings official. 

Tearns are asked to contact 
Singh at 551-1892, Schut at 
the demise of the sport in St. 522-4537 or Graves at 557- 
M aarten. Even the St. 6279. 
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Windward and Leeward 
teams arrive for Carib cricket 


PH ILIPSBU RG-M em- 
bersoftheW indward I slands 
Cricket team were the first 
to arrive on St. M aarten yes¬ 
terday. 

Some of the athletes flew 
in around lunchtime. The 
Leewards team arrived in 
timefordinner.Theremain- 
ing athletes are due in to¬ 
day. 

The two teams will face 
each other i n the C arib B eer 
C ri cket seri es thi s weeken d. 
The pair are among eight 
teams competing in the re¬ 
gional first cl ass cricket com¬ 


petition. 

Both teams are hungry. 
Both need a win on St. 
M aarten if they hope to ad¬ 
vance to the semifinals. 

The teams have already 
completed four of the seven 
rounds of play. Barbados is 
in first place with four wins. 
T rinidad and T obago issec- 
ond with two wins and two 
draws. West Indies B team 
is sitting in the third posi¬ 
tion. They have won two and 
lost two. 

The Windward team iscur- 
rently fifth behind Jamaica. 


Windwards have one win, 
two losses and a draw. 

Leewardsarein bad shape. 
T h ey ha ve yet to wi n a m atch. 
They have one loss, two 
draws and one no-result. 

The Windwards will face 
Leewards in a four-day 
match attheCaribeL umber 
Ballpark beginning Friday. 
After St. Maarten, Wind¬ 
wards will face Kenya, cur¬ 
rently in sixth place, in the 
sixth round February 12 to 
15 and the West Indies B 
team in round seven Febru- 
ary 19 to 22. 

The Leewards have a 
tougher schedule. After tak¬ 
ing on Windwards in round 
five here, the squad faces 
BarbadosinSt.Thomasand 
finishes the seventh round 
against fourth ranked Ja¬ 
maica atj amaica. 

The Windwards had been 
expected to visit the pitch 
yesterday afternoon. H ow- 
ever, dark clouds and slight 
drizzle forced the athletes 
to remain attheir hotel, Divi 
Little Bay Resort and rest. 

At the Caribe Lumber 
Ballpark, dozensof workers 
were busyfinalizingthefi eld 
fortheupcomingmatch.The 
new scoreboard, donated by 
Carib Beer, was being put in 
place. The grass was being 
cut one last time and the 
pitch was being watered. 

Both teams are expected 
to practice today. The Wind¬ 
wards have the pitch in the 
morning from 9:00 to 
11:00am. 



Workers spray down the pitch at Caribe Lumber Ballpark 
in preparation forthe fifth round Carib Beer Cricket series 
match between Windwards and Leewards that begins here 
Friday. 


Road Runners test fitness 
with Cooper 12-minute run 

PH ILIPSBU RG-The St. corded.Theathletecanthen Wednesday of the month. 
MaartenRoadRunnerswill comparethedistancetopast Warmup starts at 5:15pm. 
conduct their monthly Coo- tests or to a standards chart. The test starts at 5:30pm. 
per Fitness Test at Raoul A distance of 2,800 meters The top male runner last 
lllidge Sports Complex to- for a male 30, or under or month wasSteveDuzanson. 
day. 2,200 to 2,700 meters for a | n 12 minutes he covered 

The test, a 12-minute run female the same age, iscon- 3,i50meters. 
around the 400-meter-long sidered good. Average The Road Runners'next 
track, is a method of mea- would be 2,000 to 2,400 race will be the Pump and 
suring an athlete's fitness, meters for a man and 1,800 Run scheduled for Febru- 
The athlete's run is timed. to2,200metersforawoman. a ry21to22. 
Oncethel2minutesareup, The Road Runners con- 
the distance covered is re- duct the free test the first - 



Robert Pantophlet of the Pioneers grabs the rebound as Mid Ranger Andrew Richardson 
attempts to swat the ball in the veteran division semifinal match at L.B. Scott Sports 
Auditorium last night. 


Pioneers come from behind, 
knot semifinal series 2-2 


PH ILIPSBU RG—The Pio¬ 
neers are just one win away 
from advancing to the St. 
Maarten Basketball Asso¬ 
ciation veteran division fi¬ 
nals. 

The Pioneers came from 
behind to defeat the Mid 
R angersat L.B. ScottSports 
A uditorium last night. The 
Pioneers were down 2-0 in 
the best of five series. The 
Pioneers won their second 
straight game in the semifi¬ 
nals to knot the series at 
two. 

The Pioneers won 66-62. 
G ame five is scheduled for 
Thursday. Tip off is set for 
7:00pm. 

The M id Rangers won 
game one 71-70. They took 
game two 59-58. The Pio¬ 
neers bounced back to take 
game three 54-49. 

Last night the Pioneers 
started the game cold. They 
missed dozensof shots. The 
M id Rangers capitalized on 
the poor marksmanshi p and 
took an early lead. Slowly 
the Pioneers warmed up. By 
the half, the M id Rangers 
lead had been cut to one 
point. The score was 33-32. 


The veteran division only 
plays two 20-minute halves. 

The Pioneers continued to 
miss shots, but slowly they 
gained an advantage. The 
M id Rangerspaniced.They 
tried to increase the tempo 
of the game. They stopped 
driving to the rim and 
switched to the long ball 
shot. Mid Ranger Steve 
C arty wenttwo for ninefrom 
the 3-point line. 

Now it was the Pioneers 
turn to capitalize on turn¬ 
overs. They completed sev¬ 
eral fast breaks and went on 
to win. Robert Pantophlet 
and Leo Cocks both hit for 
13 points for the Pioneers. 
Pantophlet also had 
rebounds. 


Eversley Baptiste sco red 12 
points for the Pioneers and 
had six rebounds while 
J amesBusby added 10 points 
to the winning tally. 

Edward Brookswasthetop 
scorer for the M id Rangers. 
He had 19 points. David 
Brooks double-doubled for 
the Rangers. He hit for 12 
and rebounded 10. Andrew 
Richardson, who usually top 
scores for the R angers only, 
had 11 points and eight re¬ 
bounds. 

The winner of the Pioneers 
versus M id Rangers series 
will advance to thefinalsand 
face the Cable TV Cagers. 
The Cagers defeated the 
Snipers in the straight to 
move on to the finals. 
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Adrian Mutu stands out from the 
crowd at cosmopolitan Chelsea 


Detroit Pistons' forward Ben Wallace (3) drives around 
Cleveland Cavaliers' forward Carlos Boozer (1) in the first 
half of the NBA game at The Palace in Auburn Hills, 
Michigan, on Tuesday. 


Knicks take game to new 
level against the Pacers 


Kidd, O’Neal 
head list 
of All Star 
reserves 

NEWYORK-NewJer- 
seyNetsguardJasonKidd 
and Los Angeles Lakers 
center Shaquille O'Neal 
head the list of players 
named as reserves by the 
NBA on Tuesday for the 
2004 All-Star Game. 

Kidd and O’Neal were 
amongthel4playerscho- 
sen by the N BA's 29 
coaches to serve as re¬ 
placements to the start¬ 
ing I i neu ps, chosen byfans 
and announced lastweek, 
forthegameon F ebruary 
15 at the Staples Center 
in LosAngeles. 

The coaches were asked 
to vote for seven players 
in their respective con¬ 
ferences. They were not 
allowed to vote for play¬ 
ers from thei r own team. 
First-time AII Stars Ron 
Artest of Indiana, 
M ichaelReddofM ilwau- 
kee, Kenyon Martin of 
New Jersey and Jamaal 
M agloireofNewOrleans 
will join Kidd, Boston's 
Paul Pierce and New Or¬ 
leans'Baron Davisonthe 
Eastern Conference 
team. 

First-timersSam Cassell 
of M innesotaand Utah's 
Andrei Kirilenko join 
O'Neal, Dallas's Dirk 
Nowitzki,PejaStojakovic 
and Brad M iller of Sacra¬ 
mento and Seattle's Ray 
Allen on the Western 
Conference team. 


hecould notbereached,and 
it was believed M arino was 
traveling to New York to 
tape a Super Bowl wrapup 
show for H BO's Inside the 
NFL. 

"I have decided that it 
would not be in the best in- 
terestsof either myfamily or 
the Dolphins to assume the 
roleastheteam'sseniorvice 
presidentoffootball opera¬ 
tions,"M arino saidinastate- 
ment released by the team. 
M arino playedfortheDol- 
phinsfroml983-99andtook 
them to the 1985 Super 
B owl, which they lost to San 
Francisco. He holds NFL 
records with 61,361 yards 
passing and 420 touchdown 
passes. 

H e planned to leave his 
analyst jobs at CBS Sports 


NEW YORK-lsiah Tho¬ 
mas' old team ran into his 
new one, and the team he 
now runs outplayed the one 
he formerly coached. 

Two of Thomas' acquisi¬ 
tions, Penny H ardaway and 
StephonM arbury,madesev- 
eral big plays down the 
stretchT uesdaynightto lead 
the New York Knicks past 
the Pacers 97-90, ending 
Indiana's three-game win- 
ningstreak.Thiswasa mea¬ 
suring stick game for the 
Knicks as theytryto dimbto 
.500 and qualify for the 
postseason, and they gave 


and H BO to come back to 
the Dolphins, beginning a 
full-time role next week. 
M arino had been part of at 
least one team personnel 
meeting and was at the Se¬ 
nior Bowl in Mobile, Ala¬ 
bama, for oneday, but never 
took control of the football 
operations. 

DonStrock,M arino'sdose 
friend and former backup at 
quarterback, said the timing 
of rejoining the Dolphins 
might have been wrong for 
M arino. "H e's hqis own 
man," Strock said. "I'm sure 
hisfamily became involved, 
and they decided what was 
best for them. H e has to do 
whatisright.Butl knowone 
day—I don't know when— 
he'sgoingtobebackinfoot- 
ball." 


one of their better perfor- 
mancesof Thomas' six-week 
tenure as team president. 

H ardaway had 14 points, 
indudingadinchingjumper 
with 17.2 seconds remain¬ 
ing, and M arbury had 23 
points and eight assists. 
Keith Van H orn outplayed 
RonArtestatsmall forward 
and had 20 points, 12 re¬ 
bounds, th ree assi sts and two 
blocked shots, and KurtTho- 
mas added 19 points and 12 
rebounds. 

Artest had 19 points for 
the Pacers, who were 
coached byT homasthe past 
three seasons. Thomas was 
fired in A ugustbynewteam 
president Larry Bird, and 
this was his former team's 
first time playing in hispres- 
ence since they were elimi¬ 
nated in the first round of 
the playoffs last spring. 

"I don't know the specific 
dynamics of how our team 
will react or what they’re 
thinking," Indiana coach 
Rick Carlisle said before¬ 
hand. "I do know they have 
a lot of respect for I siah,asa 
man and for how hard he 
worked hereforthreeyears. 
I know there will be a lot of 
competitive juices flowing 
out there." 

Indeed there were, with the 
Knicks competing hardest 
when it counted most. 


Other NBA results: 

T'wolves -Magic 113-100 

Mav's -Warriors 107-93 

Pistons -Cav’s 82-85 


LONDON-With his sharp 
suit, shiny black mock croc 
shoes and twinkling diamond 
ear studs,AdrianM utu stands 
out in a crowd of dressed- 
down English, Dutch and 
German soccer players. 

On the pitch, Chelsea's Ro¬ 
manian forward also aims to 
makean impression, trying to 
do something different to 
please the fans. "I like to be 
creativeand entertain. Some¬ 
times itcomesoff, sometimes 
itdoesn't," M utu told R euters 
i n a n i ntervi ew befo re a spo n- 
sorship function. 

"Sometimes I choose the 
complicated route, when I 
should be si mpler. W ith more 
experience I 'll maybe get the 
choices right," he says with a 
disarming smile. 

It was the 25-year-old's 
jinking runs, ball skills and 
wizardry in front of goal that 
brought him to C helsea coach 
Claudio Ranieri's attention. 
Mutu is happiest dropping 
behind an out-and-outstriker 
and working the ball 
goalwards."! liketobejudged 
as much by assists as goals," 
he said. 

When Russian Roman 
A bramovich brought his mil¬ 
lions to the club last J uly, the 
Romanianwasoneofthefirst 
targets of his $180-million 
spending spree. M utu, who 
had been made captain of 
Parma and scored 22 league 
and cup goals in a highly suc¬ 
cessful season with the Italian 
side, had little hesitation in 
agreeing the move. 

"Everyone was talking about 
Chelsea because they were 
making inquiries about all the 
big names in Europe. I saw 
they were creating a great 
team, a winning team. I was 
happy at Parma but I took my 
chance because I wanted suc¬ 
cess," M utu said. 

An acrimonious break-up 
with his television presenter 
wifeA lexandra D inu probably 
helped his decision to move, 
though hestill returns"when- 
ever I have time free" to see 
his 16-month-old son M ario. 

The Romanian, sold for 
some $25 million to become 
his country's most expensive 
player, enjoyed a dream start 
in London scoring four times 
in C helsea'sfirst three league 
games. He found settling in 
easy. 

"I prefer playing in En¬ 
gland," he said. "The game 
does not keep stopping here 
and I liketheflow. I n Italythe 
referee blows his whistle for 
everything—maybe 50 times 
th ere for every 15 in E ngland." 

H e scoffs at suggestions that 
the E nglish game can be too 
physical. "It's a man's game. 
If you don't like it you should 
go and play something else." 

M utu played in Italyforfour 
seasons after transferring to 
Inter M ilan from Dinamo 


Bucharest. He had a miser¬ 
able time at the M ilan club, 
fai I i ng to earn a regular pi ace. 
"M aybe I went a bit soon to 
I nter. I wasn't ready and didn't 
have enough experience," he 
said. 

F ai I u re at I nter was assu aged 
by Romania's performance at 
the European championship 
in Belgium and the Nether¬ 
lands in 2000 when they beat 
England in the first round 
before losing to Italy in the 
quarter-finals. The win over 
England rates as the most 


memorable match he has 
played butChelsea's4-0drub- 
bing of Lazio in the Champi¬ 
ons L eague Iast year was also 
very satisfying. 

"To take on an Italian club 
on their turf is pretty tough, 
then to beat them 4-0 is very 
special," he said. 

M utu's Italian is near flaw¬ 
less and helped him through 
the first few awkward weeks 
while Chelsea's newly ac¬ 
quired pool of international 
talent learned how to com¬ 
municate. He could at least 
speak to his coach, to A rgen- 
tinesSeba V eron and H ernan 


Crespo who also arrived from 
Italy and to his captain 
Frenchman Marcel Desailly, 
who used to play for AC 
M ilan. 

E nglish is, however, the lin¬ 
gua franca at Chelsea and af¬ 
ter lessons M utu's compre¬ 
hension has improved. He 
plans to start reading more 
English novels to help him 
along. "I like cinema and I 
like to read," he said. "At the 
moment I'm reading 
D ostoyevsky's T he I d i ot— i n 
translation." 


Snappy dressing aside, M utu 
is keen to avoid being seen as 
justanother one-dimensional 
sportsman with no couth and 
no culture. Both his parents 
were teachers and he says he 
would have studied law had 
football not intervened. 
Though retirement is a long 
way off M utu is quite sure he 
will do something different 
when he hangs up his boots. 
He would like, he says, to use 
his intellect. 

Chelsea fans might say he 
does that pretty well already 
on the pitch at Stamford 
Bridge. 


AZ Alkmaar sign 
Tilburg trio 

AMSTERDAM—AZ have agreed four-year deals with 
Willemll defendersJorisMathijsen and KewJ aliens and 
midfielder Tarik Sektioui from the end of the season, the 
Dutch first division club said on T uesday. 

The trio, joining on free transfers, will link up again with 
Alkmaar coach Co A driaanse and technical director M ar- 
tin van G eel, who were previously at Tilburg. 

Alkmaar are fourth in the table, 13 points behind leaders 
Ajax and chasing a place in Europe. Tilburg are seventh, 
four points further adrift. 

"This is a welcome reinforcement," said Van G eel. "With 
these signings we will try to realise our ambition, to create 
asteadypositionatthetopoftheleagueandtrytoqualify 
for Europe." 


MARINO 


Continued from page 36 




















Arsenal's new playerj ose Antonio Reyes of Spain (2nd L) is brought down by Middlesbrough 
goalkeeper M ark Schwarzer of Australia (2nd R), as teammates Gareth Southgate (L) and 
Chris Riggott look on, during their League Cup semi-final, second leg soccer match at The 
Riverside Stadium, Middlesbrough, on Tuesday. 
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Middlesbrough edge through 
to British League Cup final 


LONDON—An own goal by 
Arsenal's new Spanish sign¬ 
ing J ose A ntonio Reyes 
helped M iddlesbrough 
through to the League Cup 
final with a tense 2-1 victory 
intheirsemi-final,second leg 
match on Tuesday. 

T he victory at the R iverside 
gave 'Boro, who have never 
won a major trophy, a 3-1 
aggregate win and they will 
playBoltonWanderersinthe 
final at the M illennium Sta¬ 
dium in Cardiff on February 

29. 

Premier league leaders Ar¬ 
senal fielded a weakened 
team and had defender M ar- 
tin Keown sent off just be¬ 
fore halftime for a profes¬ 
sional foul. Dutchman 
Boudewijn Zenden gave 
M iddlesbrough the lead af¬ 
ter 69 minutes. Brazil ianEdu 
equalised for Arsenal with a 
header but R eyes' own goal 
secured M iddlesbrough's 
long-suffering fans their 
ticket to Cardiff. 

M iddlesbrough, who lost in 
the League Cup final in 1997 
and 1998, have waited 128 
years for a piece of silver- 

Baptista in 
Brazil squad 
for Ireland gaae, 
Rivaldo absent 

RIO DE JANEIRO — 
Sevilla midfielder J ulio 
Baptista was called up by 
Brazil for the first time on 
Tuesday for the friendly 
against I reland in D ublin on 
February 18. 

However, striker Rivaldo 
hasbeenleftoutofthesquad 
as he will be playing in the 
Libertadores Cup for his 
Brazilian club Cruzeiro. 

Coach Carlos Alberto 
Parreira picked 20 Euro¬ 
pean-based playersand only 
two playing in Brazil- 
World Cup-winning goal¬ 
keeper M arcosofPalmeiras 
and forward Luis Fabiano 
of Sao Paulo. 

Theabsenceof Rivaldo,the 
former world player of the 
year who recently returned 
to play in Brazil forthefirst 
time in seven years after be¬ 
ing released by AC M ilan, 
will disappoint Irish fans. 
The squad does include 
midfielders Kaka of AC 
M ilan and Kleberson of 
Manchester United, 

Barcelona forward 

Ronaldinho and Real 
M adrid striker Ronaldo. 
The gameinDublinis part 
of Brazil's preparations for 
the World Cup qualifier 
against Paraguay on M arch 

30. 


ware. 

"We've been so close be¬ 
fore and we're there again," 
manager Steve McClaren 
told Sky Sports television. 
"It's going to be a fantastic 
day out for the fans but the 
players have got a job to do. 
The players were magnifi¬ 
cent, absolutely fantastic." 

Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger left out Thierry 
Henry, Dennis Bergkamp, 
Robert Pires and Freddie 
Ljungberg, although captain 
Patrick Vieira returned to 
stiffen the midfield. 

However, Middlesbrough 
dominated the first half. Ital¬ 
ian striker Massimo 
M accarone fired one chance 
wastefully wide and wasthen 
den i ed by a f i ne reach o n save 
from Arsenal's reserve goal¬ 
keeper G raham Stack. 

On the stroke of halftime 
Arsenal did their cause no 
good when Keown clumsily 
pulled down the Italian and 
earned a straight red card, 
the54th Arsenal dismissal in 
Wenger's seven-and-a-half 
year reign. 

Reyes vainly claimed a pen¬ 
alty straight after halftime 
when he went down under a 
challenge from'Boro keeper 
M ark Schwarzer. Schwarzer 
then blocked a Kolo Toure 
shot on the line but Arsenal 
went behind when Gaizka 
Mendieta touched a deft 
through ball forZenden who 
dinked the ball over Stack. 

The visitors, whose last 
League Cup triumph was in 
1993, hit back quickly, with 
Edu netting after Vieira's 


header rebounded off the 
post eight minutes later. 

However, 'Boro killed the 
Londoners off five minutes 
from the end when Reyes 
tri ed to tackle Stuart Parnaby 
but succeeded only in divert¬ 
ing the ball into his own net 
for an unfortunate first goal 
for his new club. 

Wenger said he thought 
Reyes should have had a pen¬ 
alty but was pleased with the 
wayhislO-man team battled. 
"I'm very proud of the play¬ 
ers, they gave absolutely ev¬ 
erything but things turned a 
little bit against us," said the 
Frenchman. "They 
(M iddlesbrough) tried to cut 
the fluency of our game and 
they did it well." 


Wales lose bid to remove 
Russia from Euro 2004 


LONDON —Wales have 
failed in their bid to have 
R ussia removed from thefi- 
nalsof E uro2004becauseof 
Yegor Titov's failed drug 
test, E uropean soccer'sgov- 
erning body UEFA said on 
T uesday. 

The 27-year-old Spartak 
M oscowcaptain tested posi- 
tiveforthebanned substance 
Bromantan after Russia 
drew 0-0 with Wales in the 
first leg of their Euro 2004 
playoff in Moscow in No¬ 
vember. 

R ussia won the second leg 
1-0 a week later in Cardiff to 


qualify for the tournament 
in Portugal,buttheF ootball 
Association of Wales 
(FAW) complained they 
should have been awarded a 
3-0 win because Titov, who 
was an unused substitute in 
thefirstleg, should nothave 
been eligible to play. Titov 
has since been banned by 
UEFA for one year, al¬ 
though hisdubhasappealed 
on behalf of the midfielder. 

"In reviewing the case the 
UEFA Control and Disci¬ 
plinary Body made reference 
totheWelsh FA'sfailureto 
provide evidence that the 


player was under the influ¬ 
ence of a prohibited sub¬ 
stance in the second leg," 
UEFA said in a statement. 
"In anycase,anypunishment 
for a doping offenceapplied 
to the individual player and 
not to the whole team." 

The FAW said they would 
sitdown with their legal and 
medical advisors to examine 
grounds for appealing the 
decision before U E FA's 
dead line of midnight on Fri¬ 
day. "(Coach) M arkH ughes 
and myself are very disap¬ 
pointed that UEFA have 
decided nottomakeastance 


against R ussia asoneof their 
players tested positive for 
drugs," FAW general secre¬ 
tary David Collins said on 
Sky Sports on Tuesday. 

AlexanderTukmanov, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the R us- 
sian Football Union, told 
Reuters that hefeltthedeci- 
sion wasjustified. "I think in 
the end the sporting prin¬ 
ciples prevailed over all 
else," he said. "After all, we 
beat Wales on the field of 
play and that's why we feel 
we have earned the right to 
go to the finals." 


Pathan, Laxman combine 
to demolish Zimbabwe 


India's Rahul Dravid leaps into the air to play a shot against 
Zimbabwe during their triangular series one-day interna¬ 
tional in Perth, on Tuesday. 


MELBOURNE-Young 
seamer I rfan Pathan took a 
career-best four for 24 as 
I ndia bowled Z imbabweout 
fo r 135 befo re stu tter i n g to a 
fou r-wi cket wi n i n thei r one- 
daytriangularseriesencoun- 
ter in Perth on Tuesday. 

Vangipurappu Laxman, 
who has made three centu¬ 
ries in the triangular series 
against Australia and Zim¬ 
babwe, took four catches at 
second si ip, one short of the 
world record set by South 
Africa's Jonty Rhodes 
agai nst W est I nd i es 10 years 
ago. 

Stuart Matsikenyeri top- 
scored with 36duringaZim- 
babwe innings which lasted 
just 34.4 overs on the fast 
and bouncyWACA G round 
wicket. 

The match was of limited 
significance, with I ndia and 


Australia already qualified 
for the best-of-three final. 
But the 19-year-old Pathan 
tookhischanceimmediately 
after being mauled by Aus¬ 
tralia two days before when 
taking two for 69 from eight 
overs. 

The left-armer, playing his 
eighth one-day interna¬ 
tional, dismissed both Zim¬ 
babwe openers in the first 
over. V usi Sibanda was 
caught by Laxmanforaduck 
and Tatenda Taibu played 
around an inswingerand was 
Ibw first ball. 

Dion Ebrahim was caught 
by Laxman off Pathan for 
seven to leave the touring 
si de reel i ng at 11 for three i n 
the seventh over. 

Left-hander Ervine and 
Stuart C arlisiesteadied mat¬ 
ters with a 63-run partner¬ 
ship for the fourth wicket 


before the innings folded. 
R ay Price was Pathan's last 
victim, caughtwithout scor¬ 
ing by Laxman. 

I ndia struggled to 115 for 
six in 26.4 overs, Sachin 
Tendulkar falling to Heath 
Streak forjust three, before 
H emangBadani and Pathan 
added the required 21 runs, 
with the winning boundary 
coming in the 31st over. 

Left-hander Badani top- 
scored for India with a pa¬ 
tient 34. Laxman made 32 
beforehewashitonthechest 
by a Sean Ervine bouncer 
and the ball dropped onto 
his stumps. 

I ndia rested skipperSaurav 
Ganguly, Ajit Agarkar and 
Murali Kartik before the 
start of the final series on 
Friday in M el bourne. Zim¬ 
babwe finished withouta win 
from eight matches. 


4 


4 

♦ 


♦ 


+ 






















Dodgers express 
interest in 
Greg Maddux 

LOS ANGELES-The 
D odgers have expressed in¬ 
terest in G reg M addux, with 
pitching coach J im Colborn 
speakingwiththefutureH all 
of Fame right-hander and 
manager J im Tracy talking 
to his brother. 

The conversations were 
confirmed! uesdaybya base¬ 
ball sourcewho spokeon the 
condition of anonymity. 

M addux, who turns 38 in 
April, has won 289 major 
league games, including 15 
ormoreinarecord 16straight 
seasons. H e was 16-11 with a 
3.96 ERA for the Atlanta 
B ra ves I ast yea r, th en beca m e 
a free agent. 

Tracy and Colborn made 
thecallsatthe behestof gen¬ 
eral manager Dan Evans to 
gauge Maddux's interest in 
pitchi ngfor the D odgers, the 
source said. Evans refused 
comment on the matter, cit¬ 
ing hispolicy concerning po¬ 
tential personnel moves, and 
Tracyand Colborn could not 
be reached. 

The Chicago Cubs made a 
two-yearoffertoM adduxlast 
month and remain inter¬ 
ested. General managerJ im 
H endry said Tuesday he 
hasn'tgivenM adduxoragent 
Scott Boras a deadline and 
plans to speak with Boras 
this week. 

"We're just talking to four, 
fiveteamsand arewaitingto 
see," Boras said Tuesday. 

M addux pitched for the 
Cubs from 1986-92 before 
joining the Braves as a free 
agent. Colborn worked for 
the Cubs during Maddux's 
time there and M addux's 
brother, M ike, pitched for 
the Dodgers in 1999, when 
T racy was the team's bench 
coach. 


M 1AM I —Dan M arino's 
visitwasa surprise to Wayne 
H uizenga.Thepurposeof it 
was even more stunning. 

F ive weeks removed from 
asking for an executive posi¬ 
tion with the M iami Dol¬ 
phins and only three weeks 
after accepting the senior 
vice president job created 
solely for him, Marino re¬ 
signed Tuesday and left the 
team he quarterbacked for 
17 seasons. 

As recently as Sunday, 
M arino denied reports say¬ 
ing he was having second 
thoughts about assuming 
control of the Dolphins' 
football operations. But at 
2:45 p.m. Tuesday, he made 


Carter turns on afterburners 
to help Raptors crush 76ers 


Marino does U-turn, 
quits as Dolphins VP 


an unannounced visit to 
H uizenga's office and quit, 
spurning attemptstheowner 
made to change his mind. 

"I heard about it on the 
television a couple of days 
ago, but I didn’t believe it," 
H uizengasaid."Needlessto 
say,we'redisappointed.Dan 
is a great guy and we like 
him a lot. H e would have 
been good for thisorganiza- 
tion." 

A telephone message left 
at M arino's home was not 
returned. A woman who an¬ 
swered the phone and re¬ 
fused to give her name said 

Continued on page 
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PHILADELPH I A —Vince 
Carter had 15ofhis33 points 
in thefourth quarter to lead 
the Toronto Raptors to a 
93-80 vi ctory o ver the P h i I a- 
delphia 76ers on Tuesday 
night. 

Donyell M arshall had 15 
points and 14 rebounds, 
whilej alen R ose had 13for 
the Raptors, who ended a 
two-game losing skid. 
F ormerSixersplayerJ erome 
M oiso added 10 points and 
11 rebounds, both season 
highs. 

A lien I verson had 36 points 
to lead the Sixers, who have 
lost nine of 11. Glenn 
Robinson added 18 and 
Kenny Thomas 15. 

Carter had seven points on 
twojumpersand a3-pointer 
during a 10-0 run that 
opened the fourth quarter 
and extended the Raptors' 
lead to 15. H e scored eight 
more down the stretch, hit¬ 
ting two more jumpers, a 
fastbreak layup and two free 
throws to give him his most 
points since posting 35 on 
Dec. 12. 

Toronto, already playing 
withoutstartingpointguard 
A Ivin Williams, lost another 
starter when ChrisBosh was 
injured 45 seconds into the 
second half. 

Bosh, a rookie first- 
rounder who also finished 
with 10 points, sprained his 
left ankle when he raced the 
length of the floor to block a 
layup attempt by Iverson. 
Bosh made the play from 
behind, then stepped on 
Iverson's foot when he 
landed. 

Bosh immediately grabbed 
the ankle and laid on the 
ground for several minutes 


before limping off thefloor. 
X -rayswere negative, but he 
did not return. 

Iverson and Robinson had 
all but two of the team's 26 
points in the first quarter as 
theSixerstookathree-point 
lead. The momentum and 


to thefloor, then gotup hold¬ 
ing the arm and headed 
straight to the locker room. 
H e returned to thefloor less 
than three minutes later. 

With Iverson out of the 
game,theRaptorstooktheir 
first lead with 8:02 left in the 


the lead shifted for good, 
though, when I verson briefly 
left the game early in the 
second quarter. 

Iverson injured his left el¬ 
bow i n a col lision with R oger 
Mason while attempting a 
layup on a baseline drive 
u nd er the basket. I verso n fel I 


second quarter when Bosh 
banked in a 14-footer. Bosh 
had six more points during 
the 17-3 run that helped 
Toronto take a 44-37 half¬ 
time lead despite Iverson's 
19 points. 

Iverson has scored over 30 
i n four of the lastfive games. 
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